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the Rev* Mr, Keity in, his Elements of General 
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THE EVIDENCES 

OF 

CHRISTIANITY. 

9 

SERMON I. 

Xa£ EVIOENCBS OF CHRISTIANITY B&IEFLY 
STATED^ AND THE NEW TESTAMENT PBOV* 
ED TO BE GENUINE. 

.'•I . ' 

2 Pet. i. l6. 

—-—WE HAVE NOT FOI.LOWED CUNNINOLT DE* 



VISED FABLES.- 

TT is undoubtedly a glory to our age and ooun^ 
try^ that the nature of moral virtue has been so 
dearly stated^ and the piactioe of it so strongly 
enfiirced, by the views of its native beauty and 
beneficial consequences^ both to {Nivate persona 
and societies. Perhaps, in this tespect, hardly 
any nation or time has equalled, certainly few^ 
if any, have exceeded oui owa*. '^^X. \ l«sst V 
might add, there have been few «4I^ « c»k»- 
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, where Tice has toaort generally triumphecl, 
.t8 most audacious^ and, in ether respects, 
it odious forms. 

This may well appealr a surprising case ; and 
will surely be "vrorth omf while to inquire into 
le causes of so strange a circumstance. I can« 
ot now enter into a particular detail of them : 
lut I am persuaded, none is more considerable 
than that unhappy disregard, either to the gos* 
pel in gtoeral, or to its. mostt peculiar and esaen* 
tial truths, which is so visible amongst us, and 
which appears to be continually growing. It 
is plain, that like some of old, who thought and 
professed themselves the 'Wisest of mankind, or, 
in other words, the freest thinkers of their age, 
multitudes amongst us have, not liked to retain 
God and his truths in their knowledge : and it 
is therefore the leap to be wondiered at, if God 
haa given them up to |i repnobate mind ;* to tfar 
most infamous lusts and enormities ; and to ; 
depth of degeneracy, w^ich, while it is in pa? 
the natural consequence, is in part also the juf 
but dreadful punishment, of their apostacy fiv 
the fiuth. And I am persuaded, that those v 
do mdeed wish well to the cause of public vir' 

♦ Bom. L 28. 
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as every true C3iratian.iiioit osrtanily doMy-cm- 
not serve it more effectually^ than by endetvouiw 
mg to establiih men in the belief of the gospel 
ingeneral^ and to affect their heiyrtswhlL its most 
distinguishing truths. 

The latter of these is our frequent employ^ 
ment, and is what I have particulaify* been 
attempting in :tfae preceding discourses on the 
power and imce of the Bedeemer : the former 
I shaU now^ by the Divine assistance, apply my-« 
'Sdf to, in those that follow. And I have diosen 
the words now before us, as a proper introduc- 
tion to such a design. 

They do, indeed,! peculiarly refer to the conn 
ing of OUT: Lordy,' whidi'the apostle representii 
as attested by that glory, of -which he was an 
eye-witness on the mount- of! tcansfi^ifurataon, «aid 
by. -that voice firam heaven which he heard there : 
b^t the truth of these facts is evidently connected 
with. that, of the gospel in genend. Lam per-i 
suHded, therefore, you will think «they are ipvon 
perly prefixed to a discourse <«i-.the general i (svi* 
dences of Christianity : antf I hojp^i by the Divim^ 
assistance, to. propose them at this, time in such a 
manner, as shall convince you that the apostles 
.had reason to. say, and tlMX -w^ 8!kac^)^3i^'cK»»sx^ 
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to repeal ity wtheat&na^.MLctwtdewmn^y d^^ 
vised Ables.^ 

I lure often touched oh thie ^ul3|ect occaidoiif- 
aiXty; hut i think it my duty at present to iiufiat 
something more largely i^on iL. You easily 
iqi^rehend, that it is a niatter of the. highest iin- 
portanee, beii^ indeed no other t&aa the gnat 
finmdiBtioft o£ id osr eternal hopes. While so 
i«oy are daily atteaqoling to destroy this foundaN 
tieiiy it is possibly that those of yoii^ especially, 
who aie but entering on the :worldv may be, called 
out to give 9, reason of the hope trihat ia in you.t 
I would, dierefore, with the-apostle^ be concern^ 
ec^ that you may be read^to doit Itmay^ibrti* 
fy youifiaiBst thfr artifices hy whieh the unwary 
are often deceived and ensnared, and nay possi* 
Hy enable you to pat to silenoe Iheir footisluies8.j} 
At least it wiH be Ibv the sodsfaotien of your dwh 
minds, to have considered the niattce serioosly , 
and to be oonsdoua to yourselves that you tin 
Bst CSuistians mcvely by education or exam]de, 
at (had you bee&^bom dsewhere). you m%hl 
have been ]Pkigan» or Mahometans ; but that you 
we so open rational evidenesy. as^ because (aa- 



•SPet i. 16, 17, 18; 1 1 Pet. iil 15. 
i I Pet. ii. 15. 



Ike flooQcd M^kmux^txptb^aw^) you know the 
certain^ of^diose things in ^fv^di 3M1 have been 

indt^uctefL*'-' >^' '' -'^ 

To opeii and Tmdicate die pvobf ^ CSiriBtiAnitjr, 
in Ul its extent, ¥rduld be the emploj^ent of 
BUttiy dieediuwe; nor would it^'€bv<€he whole, 
be proper to attempt it heire. All that I now 
intend; hei^iis tilt give you a sttnunaijr view of 
the lilpost'oonsid^raiile arguments, in that which 
seems to me their most proper and natural con* 
nexion ; thatso ydn may be Me to judge of them 
better, thanryoucouldpoeiibly da by a few scat* 
tered reniaiks^. or by^^e most copious enlarge* 
ment on any single brandy of them alcme. I shalt 
endeavour <to> dispose' these hints so^ as that they 
may het aakkeguide to those, wbiMfe leisure and 
abilities may lead them to a more mnple and 
curious inquiry; ths^ tiiey may not be entangled 
in so cmnplez an ai^^mnent, but may pvbceed in 
an orderly manner* And if ai^y of you^ my 
friends, desire a more particular iiift)nnati<tti on 
any of those heads,, which I now but bneiy fug^ 
gest, you may depend upon it,, that fkithful 
ministers, of every denaaoinatian, will think it 
an important part of their duty^ to give yoa alL 

— ^— m nw - r ' —^' 

• Luke i. 4k ^ 
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the frntAeima^tHOBii ibey tatuhHtU t»y heartgr 
pcAjei^ tfia^&od w»uld einbiie>aie;tD^pkad h» 
cause with success ; that he would dpeik your 
Uiider9tii«diqg8' to' tetcmt timwei tiungs, tod 
istrengtb^fyotv niKBarifiii .'to retain ihtm ; that 
you may tetrtej^ rUke cbiidieo, .tnHNHJito and Snh 
and caniedrabtfut .wkh dvesgr wiadof dodariae^ 
by thft sleigfaft of men, Bmi, thfe ^auQnkig'CEaftb* 
ness^. wiietoefay Jtfaey Ik.oi "rayk-to deceive;*: but 
may be strong m tutb, giving ^ry to:God;t 
tbal:;^ yourfaii^ beng sibfv xatmoBerjestafaliahed^ 
it mi^ appetfE:thalf4lM';tnieriB vratfiMd at tka 
toots ^ and 4iyaiii>«lihflt:gm»»maip'gmnxr and 
fiounih IB aiieqnd Jvo^oatiofllk ' 
. But» be&re.X proceed;,:!' ■nst. desire you. to 
iibserve^ ilhait Aere- is noupidaf f jn- the world ae 
Miebc^atf to the true Chfi8tiin» aa to have felt 
A^ tranaibiikiing power oi tlMl go^»L on hb own 
aoiiL As; tibat iUifertte nan,: wdieae eyes wem 
miraculoufllgr epened byXhiiat, whes he was 
questiimedi by ihtt Jewish Sanhedtfhn^ vfbo en* 
deavoiuradi; widi all' theit 8<qphi8ti!y> lb prove 
Christ aA.ibipdstoiv answevedlwith great steadi* 
ness and diKRstancy, and with a great deal of sea* 
Bon too^ f tiiia' Qne thing i know^ that whereas I 



imUM^ mpw Imb!^ *o4iipteg0tilffiifemKd of 
the distqilev itf Jf««^ 'tmvfa^f''^^ 

effMftiidl/^WVii^ ^{Mnv ttti'toMbf l^ktf MMU 
to Uft'dv^>i4ia Gt>d» >»ad Mn 4iii]pt)lfteiM>^1i5' tte 
ooiffit»dnin|p<f#dPk>f the g«ifp«)>>^^ifi^4i6^i»ti'it 
tbotitBttid aiMe (Oljoctiona^oti^^ be^tiHj^ 
tigmk it- : 'Md idkoil^ f tlie: ittsi"^ CfiHsl 1^ tH 
iJie Je«<i(3 4i:«tbittMiAg4bioidifrAildil6 tbe Gtekftl 
foQfisbiie86;>^ iii4di^^ffeiiei^>«ffftitt^^its MViii^ 
energy, be t^m brilliMjyHJt^tbi^iteMM: bt^ their 
contempt ittd iidiciik> #8tliei|iltDW«rtf ^6^ 
llie wisdcfcnt^ t>od.^ In Uik MM«/'diotigh A^ 
miracidotts commvaiiaEitieR of the S^iift 1^ cease^^ 
lie diat-M^v^ huHk e^U^e Wkneits ki hmself ;{ 
laid ^i^iie idieJ6^iHC^'biea]<cdi\witB^ leit^ 
q^irit> • Itnt %i^ is a <^ild iof 6od,f| Ihie catm6t 
doubt, but liiat^the vrord by ^vvliich lie was^ as it 
were, b^otten unto him, - is indeed a divine and 
incorruptible' iseed.$ And^ perhaps there are x^er- 
tain seasons of pressing temptation, inirhidi the 
most leilnied,-) as well as *the most illiterate 
C^stian> will find this the surest anchor of his 
hope. 

' * John ix. 25. \ \ Cot, \. a"2»^ SA, 

f 1 John V. 10. \\ Ronu-vm. \S. \ ^?5fts.%W4 
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fh#p0r nf/ui anew iMm^Liir|itM^..jwi^ 

fiwj f0uyl^:(athei;:.^rovi«ion vfev^v^ ^lyiiKNur and 

vaifetj of prp^HwluobrioayjwilhljMdMiii^^ 
«ii4, indeed yiifiih,:gip0m^..i^ he. cow[-» 

munk»a;edfroq[|i47fin.jt#jaiMdi|^ i^wOfShduUl 
be gr^7> wmtfJi^tiligllBlUnde.tQ^ jnaeal 

ceirn fpr>t|^.G9inve¥^^ %KW ^hfl^iX^ed^ the 
gospelj a|i5ir€^ac|rffyi(J;WiecUSfftt^)n<)f.^^ 
embraoe/iti; fihoi|14 >vre 'whdly^ oy.^lcK^K tbestf 
argument^ pi^ti^glep^ to aqquaoit etirseivM with 
them.. I^ 18 die evidence which f mt^ now to 
propose ; aiid i; d^ire you would hear it with a 
beoHning attention; :I,9peak to you as to rational 
creatures ; judge ye Qf the reasqnabl^Kgys of what 
I shaljl say.. : , .o ^^ . 

In prosecutioxi :pf this great dissignj I ahall 
^adeavour more piM^cularlyr<to show you— "that 
if we take the matter on a general survey^ it will 
appear highly probable, that such a scheme of 

♦ Bev. iL 17. 
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doctrines and precepts^ as we find Christiaiuty 
to he, Akd^d indeed have iH^en a divine, revela- 
tion; — and then, that if we examine into the 
external evidence of itj i^e shall find it certain in 
&cty that it was ei6, and that it had its original 
from above. ' ' ' 

1 • •:. i ■ 

F'mt, let me shpw^ "Hu^t takmg^tbe matter 
merely in thecny, it will appear highly pro« 
bable^ that such a system as the gospel, 
fllK)uld be; indeed^ a divine reveLatton." 

To evidence this, I would more particularlj^ 
pvove^-that the state of mankind was such, as 
greatly to need a reveUticm ;-— that there seems^ 
firom the %ht of nature, encouragement to hope 
that God should grant one ;— that it was reason- 
able to believe, if any were made, it should be 
ao introduced and transmitted, as we are told 
Christianity was ; and that its general nature 
tad substance should be such, as we find that 
of the gospel is. If these particulars are made 
out, here will be a strong presumptive evidence 
that the gospel is from God ; and we shall have 
opened a fair way toward that more direct proo^ 
which I principally intend. 



\4i OK TaZyfiyuJi^iscEs 

'!.' ^TVie dajte of mankind m n^ttuf ally sticb^ 
1 : 4IS gimuly to need a divine revelalioii/' 

Aep^ not h^re of mp in his ongipajt state ; 
^Q^yS^, ^Y^ th^, aa. many have largely ahown^ 
fome instruction from above seemed necessary 
to inform him of many particulars^ ivhich it was 
l%lily itihttdicnt ^haK; he should immediately 
tafhr:' but 't . sp^ak of him in tbje cl^enerate 
ix»iditA9||ti in w)^kk he now .so evidently lies^ by 
whatever means he was brought into it It is 
ah' easy thing to make florid encomiums on the 
perfection of natutal lights tod to deceive un- 
wa^re^defs'with an ambiguous term,* (which 
sHidl *sbiYietitfiie6 signify all 'diat appears evefi'to 
tii'fi divfne' tinderstahding^ and sometimes' no 
mJol4 than the faieane^ of the hurn^ racb may, 
or than they actually d6; attain) btit'Wt fact 
ispeak, and the controvejrsy wQl soon be det^- 
faiined. ' I appeal to all that are acquainted with 
the liecoitls <rf antiquity, or tiiat have any know- 
ledge of the most credible accounts of the pre- 



♦ this Dr. Tyndal has dpne in so grpss and 
palpable a manner, that it is Burprismg that fal- 
lacy alone should not have exposed his " Christi- 
sn/ty as Old as the Creation" to the \mxa«didXft 
contempt of every intelligent reaidet. 



aent state of those coontHes wliere CSinsiiiaiity 
is unknown^ whether it is hot too obvious^ a 
truths that the whole heathen wo#ld' h^ lain, 
and still lies, ih wickedness.* Have i:k>t im 
comparablj the greater- part of them beett pep* 
petuallj bewildered in their religious nMione 
and practices^ vastlj diflering from ^ach^ and 
almost equally differing on all sides from tMe 
probable appearances of truth and reason? hi 
aP7 thing so wild as not to have been bcdieved, 
any thing so in&mious as not ta have been prac- 
tised by them, while they have not imfy prs^ 
tended to justify it by reason, but have con« 
secrated it as a part of their reUgioo ? 1*0 thife 
very day, whatt are the discoveries of new na« 
tions. in the American or African worid, but, 
generaHy iq)eaking, the caning of new scenes 
of enormity ? Bapine, lust, crusty, human sa- 
crifices, and the most stupid idolatries, are, and 
for aught I can find^ always. |iave been, .the mo- 
rdity and religion of alncBt all tb6 Fagan na- 
tions under heaven: and tb say, thait there have 
still been some smothered sparks of re^ison with- 
in, which, if cherislied, might have led them to 
truth and happiness, 'is only saying, that they 



• 1 Johi^ V.19- 
B 2 
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hiive been so mudi the more eriminal^ saidttfe* 
fore so much the more miserable. 

Butyoa live at bome^ and hear these thmgs 
only, by unoertain reporl, , look then aroiiiid you 
within the sphere- of your, own observation, and 
see the temper and character of the generality of 
tbose^ who bave been educated in a- Christian^ 
and even in a Protestant country. Observe their 
ignorance and forgetfulness of the Divine Being, 
thejr impieties, their debaucheries, their fraud, 
their oppression, their pride, their avarice, their 
ambition, their unnatural ..insensibility- of the 
wants, and sorrows, and interests of each other ; 
and when. you See how bad they generally, are, 
in the midst of so many advantages, judge by 
that of the probable state of those that want them. 
Judge, upon, these views, whether a revelation 
be an unnecessary thing. 

ft, *^ There is, from the light of nature, con- 
siderable encouragelnent to hope, that God 
would fiivour his creatures with so nefdfid a 
blessing as u revelation appears." 

That a revelation is, in itself, a possible thing, 
is evident beyond all shadow of a doubt Shall 
not he that made man's mouth,* who has given 

*£xod. iv. 11. 
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QB this wonderfcd faeuhy of eKseovering our sentk 
ments, and eoBumaiie^iiig our ideas to eadi 
other, jdtiBm not he Wd able to converse with his 
rational creatureft; and, bj semiUe mani^stai- 
doDSy or by inward imfMressions, to convey the 
knowledge of things which lie bey<)nd the ken 
of their natural faculties, and yet mey be highly 
condudve to their advantage ? To own a God, 
and to deny him such a* power, win be a notori* 
oos contradiction. But it may appear mndi more 
dubious, whether he wfll please to confer such a 
favour on sinliil creatures. 

Now, I acknowledge, that we could not ceri> 
tainly conclude he would ever do it> considering, 
on the one hand, how justly they stood exposed 
to his ifaial £spleasure ; and, on the other, what 
provision he had made by the fimme of the hu^ 
man mind, and of nature around us, for giving 
OS sudi notices of himself as would leave us 
ifiexcuBfible, if we either £uled to know him, or 
to glcaafy him as God, as the apostle argues at 
laxge.* Nevertheless, mediinks, we should have 
had something of this kind to hope, from coin 
sidering God bb the indulgent fkther of his cres)- 
tures ; from observing the tender care which hie 



♦ Rom. i. aO, el seq, 
B S 
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takes of m, and the liberal supply whidi htf 
grafts fi>r the supp<»t of the animal life ; esped** 
ally^ frpm the provision whic^ he has made for 
jnaxif considered as a guilty and calamitous crea* 
tufe^ by the medicinal and healing virtues whidi 
he has given to many of the productions of nA> 
ture^ which, in a s^ate of perfect rectitude and 
happiness^- man would never hove needed. This 
is a circumstance, which seemed strongly to in* 
limate, that he would somp time or another gra- 
ciously provide some remedy to heal men's 
minds ; and that he would interpose to instruct 
them^ in bis own nature, in the maAner in which 
he is to< be served, and: in the final treatment 
which they may expect from him. And I think 
8uq1> an apprdiension seems very congruous to 
the sentiments of the generality of mankind, as 
appears from the many pretences to divine reve- 
l^on wh^ch have often been made, and. the 
readinessk.of multitudes to receive, them on^Very 
slender proofis : this shows how naturally men 
esqpeqtv some such kind interpositicm of the 
Peity f .a thought which might fiuther be con* 
firmed' by some remarkable passages of heathen 
wrilersy.vwbiGh I have not now time particularly 
to mention. 



f ', 
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f 

$. We may easily conclude^ ''that if areveW 
tion were given, it would be introduced and 
transmitted in such a mann^, as Christianity 
is said to have been." 

It is exceeding probable, for instance, that it 
should be taught, either by some illustrious per« 
8on sent down from a supericnr world, or, at 
least, by a man of eminent wisdom and piety, 
who should himself have been, not only a 
teacher, but an example, of universal goodness. 
In order to this, it seems pidmble, that he 
would be led through a series of calamity and 
distresses ; since, otherwise, he would- jDot have 
been a pattern of the virtues, which adom ad- 
versity, and are peculiar, to it And it might 
also have been expected, that, in the extremity 
of his distresses, the blessed God, whose mes* 
senger he was, .&hpv4d,.w some extraordinary 
manner, have interposed, either to preserve, or 
to recover him from death. , 

It is moreover .exceeding probable, that such 
a person, and perhaps also they . who were at 
first employed as his messengers to the world, 
should be endowed with a power of worldng 
miracles, both to awaken men's a\.\j»)\iow« «sA. 
tei prove a diviM nusaum, and ii» owoa^R^^s^ 



truth of their doctrines ; some of which mighty 
"perhaps, not be capable of any other kind of 
proof; p)*if they were, it is certain, thatnome* 
thod of arguing is so short, 90 plain, and so 
forcible, and, on the whole, so well suited to 
die cbaviction, and pxhMy the rrfcmnadon 
cf mmkind, as a course of evident, repeated, 
and uncontrolled miracles. And such a method 
of proof is especially adapted to the populace, 
who are incomparably the gi^eater part d man«> 
land, «nd for whose benefit, we may assure our« 
adves, a revelatioa would chiefly be designed.^-^ 
I might add^ it was ne Way impn>bable, though 
not in itself certain^' that a dispensation should 
€pen gradually on ibe world, and that the most 
Qlttstriotts messenger of Crod to men should be 
ushered in by some predictions, which should 
raise a great expectatimi of Ins appearance, and 
have an evident accomplishment in him. 

As for the propagation ci a religion so intro« 
4uced, it seems no way improbable, that having 
been thus established m its first age, it should 
be transmitted to future generations by credible 
testimony, as other important facts are. It is 
obtain, that afiiurs of ^ utmost moment, which 
are transacted amongst men, depend on testis 
ntat^t on Ais Yitigragware unAvrtahen, «tWiift* 
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inents made^ and controversies decided; contro- 
versies^ on which^ not only the ei^tateSj^ but the 
lives of men depend. And thoiighMt must be 
owned^ that such an historical evidence is not 
equally convincing vdth miracles which are 
wrought before our own eyes ; yet it is certain, 
it may rise to such a degree as to exclude all rea^ 
conable doubt And I know not why we should 
expect, that the evidence of a revelation should 
be such, as universally to compel the immediate 
assistance of all to whpm it is ofiered. To me it 
seems much more hkely, that it should be so ad- 
justed, as to be a kind of touchstone to the tern-; 
pers and characters of men ; capable, indeed, of 
giving ample satis&ction to the diligent and can^ 
did inquirer, yet attended with some circum<* 
stances, firom whence the captious and perverse 
might take occasion to cavil and object. Such 
might we suppose the evidence of the revelation 
would be, and such, it is maintained, that of 
Christianity is. The teachers of it say, and 
undertake to prove, that it was thus introduced, 
thus established, and thus transmitted ; and we 
tmst, that this is a strong presumption in it» 
ftvour— especially as we can add. 
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ff 

4J. ^'. That the main doctrines contained in the 
ffOspd; are of such a nature^ as -we might, 
m geneml, suppose those of a divine revdafi^ 
tion wtmld be--]»tionaL practical, andsu-* 
WIme." 

One would imagine, that in a revelation of a 
fsHgion from God, the great principles of natu« 
nd reli^on should be clearly asserted and 
fltrddgly maintained : such, I mean, as the exist- 
ence,* the unity,t the perfection, J and the pro- 
vidence of God; II the essential and immutable 
cMerence between moral good and evil ;§ the 
ubfigadon we are under to the various branches 
of virtue, whether human, social, or divine ;1f 
the value and immortality of the soul ;♦* and the 
rewards and punishments of a future state.ft 
One would easily conclude, that all these parti* 
culars must be contained in it ; and that, upon 
the whole, it should appear calculated to form 
men's minds to a proper temper, rather than t6 
amuse them with curious speculations. 

It mighty indeed, be further supposed, and 

* Heb. xi. 6. t Mark xii. 29. 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

X Mark. v. 48. || Matt x. 29, 30. § Isa. v. 20. 

, % Matt xxxii. 37, 39. Phil. iv. 8. Tit ii. 12. 

** Matt X. 28. XVI. 26. tt Bom. Vi. 6r—V0- 

Matt xxv. 46. 
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probably ebncfaided^ diat rach a revebttkin would 
contain some liungs^ widch could not have been 
Indmt "froni tiie Highest improvements of natural 
light ; andy coniidering die Infinite and un« 
fitthomaU^ natvve of the blessed God, it woidd 
bemacB UmiftdbMe, that many things might 
be hinted aty'.and referred toy ydadiout^^^lb 
fiumltioa sboidd «ot be able fvH&y to comprehoid. 
Yet wedicmld caLpeet to And these intMidiiced in 
^ fMCtical viem, as directing us to dutits brfote 
unlaMmB, or suggesting j^weiftd' noiotives ' to 
nakevs resolate and 'constant hi llie .fitsduoge 
-of tile rest.* As for ceremonial mid positite ii^ 
(ititations, we itwuld imi^ine, at least in the most 
^penfect stMa €ft ike reiid«tion> that diey skoald 
he bat ten, and those few plainfy «ixbsenn«nt to 
the great purposes of practical rdigion. 

I sh^ <«dy add, tluit fowsnnidi 86 pHde ap. 
pears tube !lhe hi'ost seignmg coimptk>n of the 
human mind, and thesousce of numberless inr&- 
gularities, it is exceeding prdiiabile, "^t a dime 
Tevektion skeidd be cakukted' to humUe die 
fidlen creative, and bring it toa sense of its guilt 



* Particularly on what terms, and to what<le- 
fvee, MTdon isA happiness ma^tVse tsc^M^^*^ 
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and weakness ; and the more evidentlj that ten* 
dencj appears^ othei^ things being equals the 
greatelr reason ithere is to bdieve^ that the 
original of sudi a scheme is from above. 

Your own thoughts have undoubtedly pre* 
vented me in the application of these characters 
to the Christian revelation. The justice of that 
application I must now illustrate at large. But 
I must beg leave to advance one remark^ which 
will conclude what I have to say. on this general: 
which: is^ that as the Christian system is un« 
doubteffiy. worthy of God, so^ considering the 
xnamiier in whicb it is said to have been intro- 
duced^ (separate from the evidence of the facts 
which is afterwards to be conaid^ed) it is ex- 
tremely difficult to imagine from whom else it 
could have proceeded. 

I will readily allow^ that neither .the reason- 
aUeness <i£ its doctrines, nor the purity of its 
morals, will akme prove its divine original; 
since, it is possible, the reason of one man may 
discover that, which the reason of another ap- 
proves, as. being, m itself oonaidered, either 
true in theory, or useful in practice. But this 
is not all ; for, in the present caise, it is evident, 
iAat the Brst teachers of Christianity professed 
^&at tbejr were taught it by divuie icmSiB)ajQB^ 
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and that they were empowered by God with 
miraculous endowments for the confirmation of 
it Now^ if it wei^e not, indeed, so as thiey pro- 
fessed, how can we account for so strange a 
ph^Qome^oQ, 9^ such a doctrine introduced with 
3uch pretence^ ? If it were not from God, whence 
was it? From good Gr&qm evil angeb, or men? 
Wicked creatures, as our Lord strongly inti« 
xa^tea,* would never* cwtrive and propagate so 
.exceU^t a scheme ffior can we imagine, that 
My 4i^gels, or ri^hteotis men, would thus he 
£wnd &iae witnei^sesof God,t or have attempted 
to su]^[K>rt the caiiv^e of religion an^ truth, by 
such impious and pptorious falsehoods, as their 
pvetensions must^biyebeen, if tb^y were false- 
Jioods at all, . ; .:• / . 

And thus much for the first branch of the 
argument : if you consider the Christian scheme 
•only in theory, it appears highly probable ; since 
a revdation was so mudi needed, might so rea- 
sonably be expected, and if it were ever given, 
would, so &r as we can judge, be thus intro- 
duced, and be in the main attended with such 
internal characters. And though we have not as 
yet expressly proved, that the gospel was intro- 



• Matt xii. 2S^^9. -V 1 Cok. "sn • V^- 

C 
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duced in such a Inaimer as the defenders of it 
assert ; yet it would be strangdy unaccountable^ 
that so admirable a system of truth and duty 
should be advanced by the prince of darkness^ 
and the children of wickedness, as it must have 
been, if the persons first employed in the pro^ 
pagation of it were not endowed with power fh>m 
on high.* 

To embrace the gospel is so safe, and, on the 
whole, so comfortable a thing, that I think a 
wise man would deliberately and resolutely ven- 
ture his all upon it, though nothing more coulid 
be offered for its confirmatioki. But, blessed be 
God, we have a great deal more to offer in this 
important cause; and can add, ivith still greater 
confidence, that it is not only in thfoiy thus pny- 
baible, but, 

Secondly, ^ that it is in &ct certaki, that Chris- 
tianity is, indeed, a divine revelation." . 

• 

Here, I confess, the chief stress is to be laid : 
and, therefore, I shall insist more largely on this 
branch of the argument ; and endeavour, by the 
divine assistance, to prove the certainty of th^ 
^reat fact You will naturally apprehend, that 

* Luke xidv, '49-. 
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I ftpefldc only of vtbat is ccmimonly oalkd a moral 
eeitainty :* but I need speak of no ibore; for^ 
in many cases^ such kind of evidence gives the 
mind as ample^ and as rational a satisfaction^ as 
it may find «ven in some supposed mathematical 
demonstration; since there it is possible^ at least 
in a long deduction of partipul^rs, for the most 
sagacious of mankind to fall into a mistake. 

Now^ in order to settle this grand point as 
dearly as I can, I think it may be proper to 
prove, 

I. That the books of the New Testament, as 
they are now in your hands, may be depended 
upon as written by the first jn^eacherd and pub« 
lishers of Christianity^ And, 

IL That from hence it will certainly follow, 
that what they tes^t is true, and that the reli- 
gion they teach, brings along with it such evi- 
dences of a divine authority, as may most justly 
recommend it to our acceptance. 

Each Off these heads might furnidlx out mat- 
ter for many volumes ; but it is my business to 



♦ Which, though it amount not to strict de- 
monstration, is such kind of evidence as suits past 
matters of fitct, and is sufficient to makft %. cas^^^ 
mid lational inquirer easy in bi% sc&^euX.. 

c a 
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hint at tfie most obvious and iBdportant thdugfat^i 
by "wiudi tin^ may bmfly be illustrated and oont 
firmod. ... 

1. I am to prove to youj ^' that the books of 
the New Testament, now in. your hands, 
we^ written by the first preachers and pub- 
lishers of Christianity.'* 

You see I confine the present proof to the 
books ci the New Testament :. not that I think 
the authority of the Old to be suspected, or the 
use c^ it by any means to be despised. God 
fortHd I It is an invaluable treasure, which d^* 
mands our daily delightful and thankAil perusal ; 
and is capable of being defended in a manner 
whidi, I am persuaded, its subtlest enemies 
will never be able to answ^. .But the nature of 
my present argummit, and the limits of my 
time, oblige me at pr^tiit to wiive tb^ proof of 
it, any farther than as it is implied in, and de- 
pendant upon, what I hav^ mure immediately in 
view. 

In the process of the discourse, though I shall 

studiously avoid any ostentation of learning, yet 

it will be absolutely necessary to assert some 

thmgs, which cannot ceitainly be known, with- 

out some little acquaintance witli ancVeot "wtte». 
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You< cannot^ most of yon, be supposed to have 
formed such an acquaintance : but I take it for 
granted you will readily believe that I will not 
He for God, nor talk deceitfully for him.* I 
shall say nothing of this kind^ but what I know 
to be contained in those writings ; and you may 
assure yourselves, that no man of common sense, 
whatever his moral or religious character wer^, 
would venture, in such an age as this, publicly 
to dte passages, as from authors in every one's 
hands, which he cannot prove to be contained in 
them. 

Having premised these things, I go on to the 
argument, and shall advance in it by the follow- 
ing degrees, I shall prove — that Christianity 
is an ancient religion ; — that there was such a 
person as Jesus of Nazareth, crucified at Jeru- 
salem above seventeen hundred years ago ;— 
that the first preachers of his religion wrote 
books, which went by the name of those that 
now make up the volume of our New Testa- 
ment ;— that they are preserved in the original 
to the present times ;— and that the translation of 
them, which you have, is in the main such as 
may be depended upon as faithful : and then I 



* Job im. 7 
C S 
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shall have clearly made out what I prc^XMsed in 
this first part 

* 

I. It is certain, ^' that Christiariity is not a new 
religion, but that it was maintained by great 
multitudes, quickly after the time in which 
Jesus is said to have appeared." 

That there was, considerably more than six- 
teen hundred years ago, a body of men, who 
went by the name of Christians, is almost as evi- 
dent as that a race of men was then existii^ in 
the world ; nor do I know, that any have ever 
been wild or confident enough to dispute it If 
any should, for argument sake, question it, they 
may quickly be convinced by a considerable 
number of Christian writers, who lived in the 
same. Or the next age,^ and mention it as a 
thing notoriously certain, that Christianity was 
then of some standing in the world ; some of 
them giving directions and exhortations to their 

* Such was Clement Romanus, Ignatius, Poly- 
carp, Justin Martyr, Irenceus, Tatian, Athena- 
gonis, and Theophilus Anttochenus, who all 
wrote heSo^e the year 200, and some in the first 

. century : not to urge Barnabas and Hermas : not 
to mention any of mose cited by Eusebius, whose 
books are all lost exixsfl some fragments, pre* 

^rved cUeSy by that exo^ent wntec* 
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brethren, and others formiiig apologies to their 
enemies, for which there could not otherwise 
have been the least foundation. We might have 
acquiesced in their testimony, had it been alone; 
but it is. confirmed by that of Jews and hea« 
thens, who*, by their early invectives against the 
Christians, do most evidently prove, that there 
was such a body of m^n in the world. The 
most ognsiderable Rcnnan historians, who lived 
in this age, and wrote of it, are Tacitus and 
Suetonius, who both published their writings 
above sixteen hundred years ago, and they are 
always, and very justly, appealed to as pregnant 
witnesses upon this occasion: '£ar Tacitus aJESures 
us, " that in Nero's days," who b^^ his reign 
about twenty years after the death of Christ 
*^ there was a vast multitude of Christiians, not 
only in Judea, but at Rome too ; against whom 
Nero raised a persecution, attended with such 
circumstances of ignominy and cruelty, as moved 
the compassion even oi their enemies ;** of which 
number this historian evidently was.^ ^^y> ^^ 



* ' Nero inflicted the most exquisite punish- 
ments on them who were commonly called 
Christians, as on persons who had become odious 
by their crimes. The pen\\do\]A ^xjc^^i^fi^SKf^ 
beiD£^ checfecd for the preaenX t3Ln»> \Kd» ^w»^ 
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plainly intimates, that this was not the first at* 
tempt which had been made to crush them; 
though this attempt was so dearly as we have 
heard.*— His contemporary^ Suetonius, in his ' 
moce arndse manner attests the same:* and 
Pliny, the - intimate friend and correspondent of 
both, bemg employed in Trajan's time to perse- 
cute the Christians, writes an account of them to 
that emperor, which, though commonly known,, 
must be mentioned, as it is -so highly important. 
After having spokeii very &vourably of their 
moral character, he iidds, ^^ that many of both 
sexes, and, of every age and rank, were infected 
with this superstition," as he thinks fit to express 
it ; ^^ that it was gone into the villages, as well 
as the cities ; and that, till he began to put ^e 
laws in execution against them, the temples of 
the heathen deities were almost deserted, and 



afiresh, not only throughout Judea, the source of 
the evil, but even in me city itself, &c A vast 
multitude. They were convicted of hating the 
whole of human kmd, and were made a sport of 
in their deaths.-— Hence they became the objects 

' of <5ompassion,' &c. See the Annals of Tacitus^ 
book XV. chap. xliv. 

* ' The Christians, the authors of a new and. 
pemknoua superstition, were severely punished/ 

^^ SiiGUmiuB' Life of Nero, chap. x\i- 
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hardly any could be f<Nind who would buy vic- 
tims for them."*^ It might be ad^ed^ that Marcua 
Antoninus^t who wrote a few years after Pliny, 
mentioiit the Chri8tians> ^^ as examples of a reso* 
lute and obstinate contempt of death :" and it ia 
generally supposed they are the Galileans, whom 
Epictetus speaks od /'as those whom pnuN 

* * Many of every age and rank, and of both 
sexes, are brought into danger. Nor were the 
dties only over-run with that baneful supersti- 
tion, but the villages and coimtry.— The temples 
were nearly forsaken.— The sacred solemmties 
were neglected for a long time. — Scarcely a pur* 
chaser could be found for the victims.' See 
Pliny's Letters, book x. letter 97. 

t ' Ready, and without obstinacy, to be put to 
death like the Christians.' See M^ircus Antoni- 
nus, book xi. sect. 5.— [[See also this Emperor's 
constitutiojni to the Community of Asia, (as in- 
serted by Easebius in his Ecclesiastical History^ 
book iv. chap, xiii.) in which he mentions their 
persecuting the Christians to death; Persecute ye 
the Christians to death ; and speak^ of the^e per- 
secutions as having continued a considerable 
time.)] N. B. This was inserted in Melito's 
Apology for the Christians, which he wrote in 
that emperor's reign ; so that there cannot be the 
least doubt of its being genuine. 

X * In the first place, then, is it possible, that 
any one should be thus disposed Xowax^^ ^<esfc 
things (meaning the guards, ot \5aa ^e«:^\N& 
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lice/ had taught to despise the rage of their anned 
enemies."* - ' • -• ■ " 

I shall dismiss this head 'trith.observirigv thai 
it tends greatly to the confirmation of Christian- 
ity^ that each of these celebrated ancient pagan 
writers^ at the same time they attest the exist- 
ence of such a hody of nren, professing it, inform 
us of those extreme persecutions^ which they 
upderwerit in the yexy. in&ncy of their religion : 
a fact alsa farther apparent firom the apologies 
addressed by the Christians to their persecutors ; 
whichj whatever imp^ectiohs may attend the 



carried by them) from madness^ and the Gali- 
leans from mere habit ?" ' See Arian's Epictetus^ 
book iv» chap. vii. page 400. 

* [[This would be the proper place to mention 
the passage said to be in Philo Judseus (who was 
contempor^ with the Apostles) relating to the 
Christians in his days^ and the miethods taken, by 
an embassy from Jerusalem^ to prevent the pro- 
gress of their relimon : but, though I verily be- 
Beve the fact to nave been true, I omit it, for 
reasons which the reader yniil find in a note under 
head three of the next Sermon.— ^me other pas- 
sages of ancient writers, which might be very 
pertinent here, I reserve to mention under some 
following heads, and particularly where I shall 
speak ofthe miraculous propagation of the gqs- 
pe), in Sermon x.l 
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^bunmer in which some cf them are written^ ap« 
pear to me sbme of thie; iadstr vahiable remains of 
antiquity^ (the slicii^ records only ^ati^pted) 
especially those of Justin Martyr^ Tertollian^ 
and Minutius Felix.- 'This "fiindamental point is 
then abundantly mad^ out ; that there "were* vast 
numbers of men> vefy quidcly after the' time 
when Jesus is said to have appeared upon earthy 
"v^ho pressed hisrieligi(m^ and dios6 to exidiire 
the grei^est extremities^ rather than they would 

abandon itb- From* h^iietf it will be easy to show> 

. I . ■ ■ .% ■ f 

■ I- ■ . » ■ 

■ it. " That there was certainly sudi a person as 
JeiBus of, Nazareth^ who was crucified at 
Jerusalem^ when; JRontius Pilate was A% 
Roman goyen^or ihere." 

It can never be imagined^ that multitudes of 
people should take their name from Christ, and 
sacrifice their lives for thdr adherence to him, 
even in the same age in which he is said to ha.ye 
lived, if they had npt been well assured there 
was such a person. Now^ several of the au- 
thors I have mentioned plainly assert, that the 
Christians were denominated from Christ : nay, 
Tacitus expressly adds, " that he -v^a ^>aX ^a 
death under Pontitts Pilate, vj\io yias ^xac«t^>s^** 
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of Judea, in the re^ of Ti\)m\i9"^ And it is 

well ]£BOwn^ tkat the primitive Christian: ap<^o. 

gi^ts Q^n appeal to :di6^«t» of Pilate^f or the 

meippirs of his government^ ^^^udn he^ i^eooid- 

mg to Ijbe cufitom <^ odieic prdcunitors^ turns- 

inkted to JRxHoae) as CQntainiiig an aosount of 

these triui6«otion$ ; and, 99 the appeal was made 

tti tjKiqse who bad the connAAnd of the puhlic 

recsvds, we may as^ijuris ounsolves aay^ te$^ 

jmonies were then extant. JM it is a fyd which 

our enemies never deni^ ; tb»y o\vi)^ it, they 

even gloried in it^ and upbraided the Christians 

with it. The Jews, therefore, in some q£ their 

eailifiSt writings stnoe those times, call Jesus by 

tibe tgnondfinious name of '^ the man who was 

hanged, or crucified," arid his followers, ** tlie 

.servants of the crucified person." J And Lucian 

rallies them for deserting the ^pompous train of 

the heathen deities, to worship one whom he 

«»^**"»*-*»»-^i»*—i I 1 1 1 1 ij ( I ■ if i ■ Ill I ■ 

* ' Christ, the i^uthor of that name, during the 

reign of Tiberius, was put to death by Pontius 

Pi&te the procurator.' See Tacitus, as above, 
t See tw Apobgy of Jiistin Martyr, page 76, 

and Tertui^an's Apologr, chap. xxL 
i See iBuxtorPs '[jTauuu^^ Lexicon on the 

word Talui. 
3 
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inipiously calls '^ a crucified impostor."* CSpar- 
tian also assures lis^ that the emperor Aleicander' 
Severus entertained such high thoughts of Christ, 
*' that he would have admitted him into the 
number of his deities^ and have built a temple to 
him^ had not his pagan subjects vigorously op« * 
posed it."t And Porphyry^ though an inveterate 
enemy to Christianity, not only allowed there 
was such a person, but honoinred him, ^^ as a 
most wise and pious man, approved by the gods, 
and taken up into heaven for his distinguiished 



♦ ' And they worship that crucified impostor.' 
See Lucian on the Death of a Stranger, vc^. ii. 
page 56s, [[I might here introduce a greatmany 
other remarkable particulars from this writer, 
which relate to ^ the fortitude of the Cln*istian8 
in bearing sufferings, their entire submission to 
the authority of Jesus, their unparalleled cha- 
rity to each other, 'the prophets .and messengers 
of their churches, and the great progress of £eir 
religion.' All these things are menticmed in the 
Pseudomantis, and the Death of Peregrintis, 
which are undoubtedly Lucian' s : not to mention 
those very memorable passages in the Phihpatris, 
which is of a much later date. But a particular 
detail of these things would swell this note to a 
very improper bulk.^ 

t See Spertian's Life of SevetviE, ^«:$. -k^vs.. 
and xlii. 
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virtnes."*]]-— I might add a great deal more on 
thit head ;f hat it ahready a,ppeen as certain as 
ancient history can make it^ and inoompiuablj 
more certain than most of the fects whidi it has 
tfinsmitted to U8> that there was at the time com- 
monly supposed such a person as Oirist, who 
professed himself 41 divine teacher, and who 
gathered many disciple^ by whom his religon 
was afterwards published in the world. 

S, It is also certain^ " that the first publishers 
of this religion wrote books^ wnich con- 
tained an account of the life and doctrine of 
Jesus their Master^ and which went by the 
name of those that now make up our New 
Testament" 

It was^ in the nature of things^ exceeding 
probable^ that what they had seen and heard 
they would declare and publish to the world in 

* See Eusebius' Evangelical Demonstration^ 
^ book iiL page 154. 

f I 'si^ nothing of the celebrated passage in 
/OMpAttf, CAntiq. lib. xviiL cap. 4.) because it 
has Deen cUsputed ; though I luiow no ocmsider- 
able dbjection against it^ but its being so honour- 
able to Christianity^ that one would hardly ima- 
^/ne a Jew could write it. 
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writing ;* considering hem conunon books were 
in the age' and countries in which they t^ught^ 
and of how great ira^xirtance an acquaintance 
with the histoiy and doctrine of Christ was^ to 
the purposes which they so strenuoudy pursued : 
but we have much more than such a presumptive 
evidence. 

The greatest adversaries of Christianity must 
grant, that we have books of great antiquity^ 
written, some fourteen, others fifteen, and some 
sixteen hundred years ago ;t in which mention 
is made of the life of Christ, as written by many, 
and especially by four of his disciples, who by 
way of eminence, uxe called the evangelists. 
Great pains, indeed, have been taken to prove, 
that some qMuious pieces were published under 
the names of the apostlesi, containing the history 
of these things : but surely thia must isafHy that 
it was a thing known and allowed, that the 



* 1 John L S. 

t Such as Taiian, Irenmis, TerhUlian, Clement 
Alexandrimu, Origen, £iwe^'tf#, and nuuiy others: 
See Jones a£ the Canon, Part iv. InirodttcL Justin 
Martyi's Controversy with Trypho, and Origen* s 
with Celsus, prove that Jews and heathens al- 
lowed, not only that there were WL<^\i«Jft&> \spi^ 
tbMt they contained the religioci oi C^ifvsSCASA^ 

D a 
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lapostles.did write some narrations of this kind ; 

as counterfeit coin implies some true money, 

. which it is designed to represent. And, I am 

, sure, he mufet be very little acquainted with the 

' ancient ecclesiastical writers, who does not know 

. that the primitive Christians made a very great 

difference between those writings, which we call 

the jcanonical books o£ the New Testament, and 

others ; which plainly shows, that they did not 

judgq of writings merely by the names of their 

preteikded authors, but inquired with an accuracy 

beccMning the importance of those pretences. 

The result of this inquiry. was, that the four 

Gospels, the Actfi^ thirteen Epistles of Paul, 

one of Peter, one of John, were received upon 

such eyldence, that Eusebius, a most accurate 

and ^af\yi critic in those things, could not learn 

that they had ever been disputed ;* and after-^ 

ward9 the remaining books of the New Testa-^ 

xneht, Hebrews, James, the Second of Peter, 

the Second and Third of John, Jude, and the 

Revelation, were admitted as genuine, and added 

to the rest ; though some circumstances attend-^ 

tog them, rendered their authority for a' while a 

little dubious. On the whole, it is plain, the 

♦ £«seb. Eccles. Hist. ^. v\. c»^. St&. 
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primitive Christianfl were so satisfied in the 
authority of these sacred books, that they speak 
of them, not only as credible and authentic, but 
as equal to the oracles of the Old Testament, as 
divinely inspired, as the words of the Spirit, as 
^the law and organ of Crod^ and as the rule of 
fiuth, which cannot be contradicted without great 
guilt ; with many other expressions of the like 
kind, which often occur in their discoiurses. To 
which I may add, that, in some of their councils, 
the New Testament was placed on a throne to 
signify their concern, that all their controversies 
and actions might be determined and regulated 
by it. 

On the whole then, you see, that the |M*imi- 
tive church did receive certain pieces, which 
bore the same titles with the books of our New 
Testament Mow, I think, it is evident, they 
were as capable of judging whether a book was 
written by Matthew, John, or Paul, as an an- 
cient Roman could be of determining, whether 
Horace, Tully, or Livy, wrote those which go 
under their names. And I am sure, the interest 
of the former was so much more concerned in the 
writings of the apostles, than that of the latter in . 
the compositions of the poesU, oT«L\xit%, « «s^w 
their hiftorumM ; that there is x^asoxi v> \>«S>Ci«s^) 

D S 
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tliey would take much greater care to inform 
themselves fully in the merits of the cause^ and 
to avoid being imposed upon by artifice and fic- 
tion. Let me now show^ 

4. " That the bookai of the New Testament 
have been. preserved in the main uncorrupt- 
ed, to the present time, in the original lan- 
guage in which they were written." 

This is a matter of vast importance^ and^ 
blessed be God ! it is attended with proportion- 
able evidence ; an evidence^ in wliich the hand 
of Providence has, indeed, been remarkably 
seen ; for I am confident, that there is no other 
ancient book in the world, which may so certain- 
ly, and so easily, be proved to be authentic. 

And here I will not argue merely from the 
piety of the primitive Christians, and the heroic 
resolution with which they chose to endure the 
greatest extremities, rather than they would 
deliver up their Bibles, (though that be a consi- 
deration of some evident weight ;) but shall 
entreat you to consider the utter impossibility of 

- corrupting them. From the first ages, they were 
received, and read in the churches, as a part of 
their public worship, just as Moses and the 

Prophets were in tlie Jewish 8yi\ago^\ies •, they 
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were presently spread &i and wide^ as the 
boundaries of the church were increased ; they 
were eady translated into other languages^ of 
whidi translations some remain to this day. 
Now^ when this, was the case^ how could they 
possibly be adulterated ? Is it«a thing to be sup* 
posed, or imagined, that thousands and milUons 
of people should have come together from dis- 
tant countries ; and that, ¥dth all their diversi- 
ties of language, . and customs, and I may add, 
of sentiments too, they should have agreed cm 
corrupting a book, which they all acknowledged 
to be the rule of their faith, and their manners, 
and the great charter by inrhich they held their 
eternal hopes. It were madness to believe it ; 
especially, when we consider wh^t numbers of 
heretics appeared in the very infancy of the 
chiu*ch, who aU prete^ided to build their notions 
on scripture, and most of them appealed to it as 
the final judge of controversies. Now, it is cer« 
tain, that these different parties of professing 
Christians were a perpetual guard upon each 
other, and rendered it impossible for one partf . 
to practise grossly on the sacrod books, without 
the discovery and the clamour of the rest. 

Nor must I omit to remind you, that ijkv ev«r^ 
age, £rom the apostle's tim^ Xa> qwx ^rw^% ^CoKt^ 
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have been numberless quotationt made from the 
books of the New Testament ; and a multitude of 
commentaries in various langiiages^ and some t)f 
very ancient date> have been written upon them ; 
so that if the books themselves were lost, I be- 
lieve they might, in great measure, if not en- 

' tirely, be recovered from the writings df otfalers. 
And one mig^t venture to say that, if all the 
quotations, which have ever been made from all 
the ancient writings now temaining in Europe, 
were to be massed together, the bulk of them 
would be by no means comparable to that of the 
quotations taken from the New Testament alone. 
So that a man might, with a mudi better &ce, 
dispute whether the writings ascribed to Homer, 
Demosthenes, Virgil, or Cssar, being in the 
main such as they left them, than he could ques« 
tion it concerning those of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, Peter, James, and Paul, whether 
they are in the main so. 

I say, in the main, because we readily allow, 
that the hand of a printer, or of a transcriber, 
might chance in some places to insert one letter 
or word for another, and the various readings of 
this as well as of all other ancient books, {urove, 
that this has sometimes been the case. Never- 

tbelesB, tbo§e various readmit axe fgetismi^^ «& 
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80 little importance^ that he who can urge tKem 
as an objection against the assertion we are now 
maintaining^ must have little judgment, or little 
integrity ; and^ indeed^ after those excellent 
things which have been said on the subject, by 
many defenders of Christianity, if he have read 
their writings, he must have little modesty too. 

Since, then, it appears, that the boc^s of the 
New Testament, as they.now stand in the origi- 
nal, are, without any material alteration, such as 
they were, wh^i they came from the hands of 
the persons whose names they bear, nothing re- 
mains to complete tlus part of the argument, but 
to show, 

5. " That the translation of them, jiow in 
your hands, may be depended upon, as, in 
all things most material, agreeable to the 
original." 

This is a fact, of which the generality of you 
are not capable of judging immediately,, yet it is 
a matter of great importance ; it is, therefore, a 
very great pleasure to me to think, what ample 
evidence you may find another way, to make 
your minds as easy on this head, as you could 
reasonably wish them. I mean, by tbft ^^sftsxa- 
rent t^bnony of others, vn c\TC\»a&\»»R«^ ^"^ 
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whidi you cannot imagine they would unite to 
deceive you. 

There are^ to be sore, very few of us» whoee 
office it is publicly to preach the gospel^ who have 
not examined this matter widi oare^ and who are 
not capable of judging in so easy a case. I be- 
lieve you have seen few in the place where I 
now stand, that could not have told you, as I 
now solemnly do, that on a diligent OHnparison 
of our translation with the original, we find that 
of the l^ew Testament, (and I might also add, 
that of the Old) in the main, fiuthful and judi- 
cious.' You know, indeed, that we do not scru- 
ple, on some occasions, to animadvert upon it ; 
but you also know, that these remarks affect not 
the fundamentals of religion, and seldom reach 
any farther than the beauty of a figure, or, at 
most, the connexion of an argument. Nay, I 
can confidently say, that, to the best of my know- 
ledge and remembrance, as there is no copy of 
the Greek, so neither is there any translation of 
the New Testament which I have seen, whether 
ancient or modem, how defective and fi&ulty 
soever, from which all the princqial fiu±B and 
doctrines of Christianity might not be learnt, so 
far as the knowledge of them is necessary to sal- 
vation, or' even to some considcwiyVe de^c««& o^ 
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edificitioii in piety. Nor did I except from this 
remark, even that most ernmeoiis and corrupt 
verrion, published by the £nglish Jesuits at 
Bheims^ whkh is undoubtedly one of the worst 
that ever appeared in our language. 

fittt I desire not, that with respect to our own < 
translation of the New Testament, a matter c^ 
so great moment as the fidelity of it should rest 
'cm n^ testimony alone, or entirely on that of 
any of my brethren, fo whose integrity and 
learning you may have the greatest and justest 
esteem. I rejoice to say, that this is a head on 
which we cannot possibly deceive you, if we 
were ever so desirous to do it. And, indeed, in 
this respect, that is our advantage, whidi in 
others is our great cahmity—-! mean the diver--" 
sity of our religious opinions. It is certain, that 
wheresoever there is a body of dissenters from 
the public establishment, who do yet agree with 
their brethren of that establishment in the use of 
Ae same translatiaD, though they are capable of 
examining it, and judging of it ; there is as great 
evidence as could reaisonably be desired, that 
sudi a translation is in the main ri^^t ; for if it 
weire in any considerable argument corrupted, 
most of the other debates wcrak\d c^€^i \c^^ 
themselves in this ; and thiwi^ vadci dQ»a«x>^^<^ 
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had all that candour^ tenderness^ and respect for 
their fdiow-Christians^ , which I hope we shall 
always endeavour to maintain, yet they would, 
no doubt, think themselves obliged in^ conscience 
to bear a warm and loud testimony against so' 
crying an abomination, as they would another 
day appear £ree from the guilt of a cpnfederacy, 
to poison the public fountains, and destroy the ' 
souls of men. But we make no complaint on 
this subject ; we all unite^ in bearing our testi- 
mony to the oracles of -God, as delivered in our 
own language. Oh ! that we were equally united 
in regulating our doctrine, and our discipline, our 
worship, and our practice, by them 1 

You see then, on the whole, how much rea- 
son there is to believe, " that the books of the 
New Testament, as they are now in your hands^ 
were written by those whose names they bear, 
even the first preachers and publishers of Chris- 
tianity." 

This is the grand point ; and from hence it 
will follow by a train of easy and natural con- 
sequences, that the gospel is most certainly true ; 
but that is a topic of argument, abundantly suf- 
ficient to furnish out matter for another discourse.. 
Msjr God command his blessing on what has 
A«M» alueady laid before us, iVfflX tSMoxs^-^Soft 
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operation of his Spirit^ it may be useful for esta< 
bUshing our regard to the scripture^ and for con- 
firming; our faith in that Ahnighty Redeemer; 
who is the Alpha and the Omega^ the Beginning 
and the £nd^ the First and the Last ;* whom to 
know is life everlasting^t and in whon^ to be« 
lieve is the great security of our eternal salvation !> 
Amen. 

* Rev. i. 8, 17. t John xvii. 3. 
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SERMON II. 

I 

I 

THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY DEDUCED 
FEOM THE NEW TESTAMENT^ ALLOWED 
TO BE GENUINE. 

2 Pet. i. l6. 

■WE HAVE NOT FOLLOWED CUNNINGLY DE- 
VISED FABLES. . 

'IITHEN we are addressing ourselves to an 
audience of professing Christians^ I think 
we may reasonably take it for granted^ in the 
main course of our ministry^ that they believe 
the truth of the gospel^ and may argue with them 
on that supposition. To be ever la3ring the 
foundation^ would be the part of an unwise 
builder^ and be greatly detrimental to your edifi- 
cation and comfort^ and, I may add, to our own. 
Nevertheless, Christians, we do not desire, that 
you should take it merely upon our word, that 
your religion is divine, and yo\¥r actvJg^^a«a Vsv- 
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•pired. We desire, that your fiiith, as well as 
jonr worship, should be a reasonable service ;* 
and wish, that^ in this respect, all the Lord's 
people were as prophets ;t that as every Christian 
is in his sphere set for the defence of the gospel,! 
each mighty in some measure, be able to assert 
its truth, and, if possible, to convince gain- 
sayers.)] Therefore, as we are often hinting at 
the chief arguments on which this sacred cause is 
established, (established, I trust, so firmly, that 
the gates of hell shall never prevail against it;)§ 
ao I thought it might be agreeable and useful, on 
this occasion, to state them a little more largely, 
in their prqper connexion, and mutual depen- 
dence. And I chose the rather to do it, as these 
sermons are eqiedally intended for young people, 
who, in an age in which infiddity so much 
abounds, can hardly expect to pass through the 
world, if they are called to converse mudi in it, 
without some attacks on their faith ; which may 
be very dangerous, if they are not provided with 
some armour of proof agamst them. It is, indeed, 
(as I before observed) above all things to be de- 
sired, that the heart may be established with 

* Rom. xii. 1. t Numb. xi. 29- t ^^»^*'^'^- 
// Tit. i. 9. § Matt, tl\\. \%. 

E a 
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grace ;• for we are then most secure from the 
danger of forgetting God's precept«,t when they 
have been the blessed means of quickening us to 
a divine life. Yet, as other arguments have their 
use, and, in some degree, their necessity' too, I 
shall go on briefly to propose them. 

I beg, therefore, that you would renew your 
attention, while I resume the thread of my dis-i 
course, in an entire dependence on the blessed 
l^irit, by whom the gospel was at first re- 
vealed and confirmed, to add success to this 
humble attempt for its service and for your edi- 
fication. 

I am now showing you, that Christianity, 
which before appeared in theory probable and 
rational, has, in fact, a convincing evidence : 
not only that it may be, but that it certainly is, 
true ;— as it is certiun, that the New Testament, 
■as now in your hands, is genuine ;-*-and as it 
may, with great evidence, be argued from hence, 
that the gospel is a revelation from God. The 
first of these points I have endeavoured to prove 
at large ; and, without repeating what I said in 
confirmation of it, I now proceed to dbow. 



♦ Heb. xiii. 9. t PsaL cxix. 93. 
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IL ** That from aUowing the New Testament 
to be genuine, it will certainly follow, that 
Christianity U a divine revelation.'' 

And here a man is at first ready to be lost in 
the multipUdty of arguments which surround 
him. It is veiy easy to find proofs; but difficult 
to range and diqpose them in such an order, as 
best to illustrate and confirm each other. Now, 
I dioose to ofier them in the following series, 
which seems to me the most natural, and perhaps 
may be most intelligible to you. 

The authors of the books contained in the 
New Testament were certainly capable of judg« 
ing concerning the truth of the facts they attest- 
ed ;— iheir character, so fiir as we can judge of it 
by their writings, renders them worthy of re« 
gard; and they were under no temptation to 
attempt to impose on the world by such a story 
as th^r have given us, if it had been false ; so 
that, considering all things, there is no reason to 
believe they would attempt it ; — but if they had, 
they must probably have perished in the attempt, 
and could never have gained credit in the world, 
had their testimony been fidse.— Nevertheless, it 
is certain, in fiict, that they did gain credit, and 
succeed in the most amazing tnaxav^ v.:^^^ ^^ 

£ 3 
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opposition.— It is certain^ therefore, that the facts 
they assert were .true ; . and if they were true, 
then it was reasonable for their contemporaries, 
and ia reasonable ^for us, to receive the gospel as 
a divine revelation ;— especially, if we consider 
what has happened in the world for the cohfimuu- 
tion of it, since it was first propagated by them. 
This is' the conclusion to which I was to lead 
you; and I beg you would seriously consider 
each of the steps by which we arrive at it 

/ ... 

1. It is exceeding evident, '* that the ivriters 
of the New Teistament certainly knew, 
whether the fects they asserted were true or 
fajse." ^ 

And this they must have known, for this plain 
reason ; because they tell us, they did not trust 
merely to the report, even of persons whom they 
thought most credible ; but were present them- 
selves, when several of the most important facts 
happened, and so received them on the testimony 
ci their own senses. On this St. John, in his 
Epistle, lays a very great and reasonable stress ; 
that which we have seen with our eyes, and that 
not only by a sudden glance, but which we have 
attentively looked upon, and which even our 
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hands have handled of the word of life, «. e. of 
Christ and his gospelr-dedare we unto yoa.* 

Let the ccmunon sense of mankind judge here. 
.Did not Matthew and John certainly know, 
whether they had personally and familiarly con«i 
versed with Jesus of Nazareth^ or not ? Wheth^ 
he had chosen them for his constant attendants 
and apostles ? Whether they had seen him heal 
the sick, dispossess- devils, and raise the dead ? 
And whether they themselves had received from 
him such miraculous endowments, as they say he 
- bestowed upon them ? Did not they know, 
whether he fell into the hands of his enemies, 
and was publicly pujt to death, or not ? Did not 
Jc^m know, whether he saw him e^qplring aa the 
cross, or not? and whether he received from him 
the dying charge which he records ?t did he not 
know, whether he saw him wounded in the side 
with a spear, or not? and whe^er he did, or 
did not see, that effusion of blood, and, water, 
whidi was an infallible argument of his being 
really dead ? concerning which, it being so 
material a circumstance, he adds, he tl^t saw it 
bears record, and he knoweth that he saith true ;i 



* 1 John i. 1, 3. t John xix, '^1^ 

t John WL» ^5. 
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f. e. thai it was a case in whidi he ocmld not 
possibly be deceived. And with r^;ard to 
Onisf 8 resurrecdan^ did he ncyt certainly know, 
whether he saw our Lord again and again ; and 
whether he handled his body, that he might be 
sore it was not a mere j^iantom? What one cir- 
cumstance of his life could he certainly know, if 
he were mistaken in this ? 

Did not Luke know, whether he was in the 
ship with Paul, when that extraordinary wreck 
happened, by which tihey were thrown adiote 
on the island of Malta ? Did he not know whe- 
ther, while they were lodged together in the 
govemor^s hoii8e> IViul miraculously healed one 
of the fionily, and many other diseased persons 
in the island, as he positively asserts that he 
did?* 

Did not Paul certainly know, whether Christ 
appeared to him on the way to Damascus, or 
not ? Whether he was blind, and aft er wa r d s, on 
the prayer of a fellow-diseiple, received his sight ? 
or was that a circumstance in which there could 
be room for mistake ? Did he not know, whether 
he received sudi e x traor d inary revelations, and 
extraordinary powers, as to be able, by the im« 

* Acts xxvii. 7— 9' 
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pOBidon of his hands, or by the words of his 
mouth, to work miracles, and even to convey 
supernatural endowments to others? 

To add no more, did not Peter know, whether 
he saw the glory of Christ's transfiguration, and 
heard that voice to which he expressly refers, 
when he says in the text, we have not followed 
cunningly devised fables — ^but were eye-witnesses 
of his majesty — ^when there came such a voice to 
him ; and this voice we heard.* 

Now, Matthew, John, Luke, Paul, and Peter, 
are by far the most considerable writers of the 
New Testament ; and I am sure, when you re- 
flect on these particulars, you must own, that 
there are few historians, ancient or modem, that 
could so certainly judge of the truth of tiie facts 
ihey have related. You may perhajls^thhiky I 
have enlarged too much in stating so clear a case: 
but you will please to remember, it is the foun* 
dation of the whole argument ; and that this 
branch of it alone cuts off infidels from that re- 
fuge, which I believe they would generally 
choose, that of pleading the apostles were en^ 
thusiasts ; and leaves them silent, unless they 
will say they were impostors ; for you evidently 

* 2 Pet. i. 16, VS- 
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see, that could we suppose these &cts to be ftlse, 
they could by no means pretend an involuntaiy 
mistake, but must in the most criminal and 
aggravated sense, as Paul himself expresses it, 
be found fidse wktesses of God.* But how r^ 
sonable it would be to charge them with so no- 
tcHrious a crime, will in part appear, if we am- 
sider, 

2. '' That the character of these writers, so 
far as we can judge by their works, seems 
to render them worthy of regard, and leaves 
no room to imagine they intended to deceive 
us." 

I shall not stay to show at large, that they ap- 
pear to have been persons of natural sense, and^ 
at the time of their writing, of a composed mind ; 
for I verily believe, no man that ever read the 
New Testament, with attention, could believe 
they were idiots or madmen. Let the discourses 
nS. Christy in the Evangelists, of Peter and Paul, 
in the Acts, as well as many passages in the 
Epistles, be perused ; and I will venture to say, 
he who is not charmed with them, must be a 
stranger to all the j\i8test rules of polite criticism ; 

• 1 Cor. XV. 16. 



OF CHMSTIAKITT^ 59 

bat he who suspecCs, that the writers waiited 
oommon senge, must himself be most evidently 
destitute of it ; and he who can suspect they 
mi^it possibly be distracted^ must himself^ in 
Ibis instance^ at least, be just as mad as he ima« 
gines them to have been. 

It was necessary^ however, just to toudi upon 
this ; because^ unless we are satisfied^ that a per« 
son be himself in what he writes, we cannot pre- 
tend to determine his character from his writings. 
Having premised this, I must entreat you, as 
you peruse the New Testament, to observe what 
evident marks it bears, of simplicity and inte* 
grity, of piety and benevolence ; which^ when 
yon have observed, you will ftid them jdeading 
the cause of its authors, with a resistless though 
a gei^ eloquence ; and poweiftdly persuading 
Ae mind, that moti who were capable of writing 
so excellently well, are not, without the strongest 
evidence, to be suspected of acting so detestably 
ill, as we most suppose they did, it, in this si>» 
lemn manner, they were canying on an impos-* 
ture, in audi circumstances as attended the case 
before us. For, 

(1.) The manner in which they tell their 
amaaiag stoiy, is most hsegifVl^ ii&»^a^ ^A ^6^^ 
our belief. For as they teHlit ^niii a ^B««^'^^5^'^ 
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of drcumstances^ which would by no xneanfi be 
prudent in legendairy writers, because it leaves 
90 much the more room for confutation ; so they . 
idso do kin the most easy and natural manner. 
There is no air of. declamation and harangue ;: 
nothing that looks like artifice and design : no- 
apologies^ no encomiums, no characters, no re- 
flections, no digressions: but the fiicts are re-- 
counted with great sim]|[^city, jwt as they seem 
to have happened ; and those fiu^ are left to 
speak for themselves, and their great author. It 
is plain, ti^itbe rest of these writers, as wdl as 
the apostle Paul, did. not affect e^cdlency of 
speech, or flights of eloquence, . (as tiie phrase 
signifies) but detenmnod to Imow nofhing,- 
though amongst .the most leanied and polite, save 
Jesus Christ, evsa him that was crucified :* a 
conduct, that' is the more to be admired, when 
we consider how extraordinary a theme theirs 
was, and' with what abundant variety of most 
pathetic declamation it would easily have fur- 
nished any Qonmion writer ; so that ope would 
really wonder hpw they could forbear it But 
they rightly judged, that a vain affectation of 



, * XCor. il 1, 2. f Hypersdien logou' jB«ce/- 
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onuunenty when recording such a story as of 
their own knowledge, might perhaps have 
faroogfat their sincerity into question, and so have 
rendered the cross bf Christ of none effect* 

(2.) Tl;ieir int^prity does, likewise, evidently 
iqppear in the f^reedom with which they mention 
those circumstances, which might have exposed 
their master and themselves to the greatest con- 
tempt, aoKSigst prejudiced and inconsiderate 
men ; such as they knew they must generally 
eiqpect to meet with.— As to their master, they 
fcnqple not to own, that his country was infiu 
mous,t his birth and education mean,:^ and hia 
life indigent ;|| that he was most disdainfully re« 
jected l^ the ruler8,§ and accused of Sabbath 
breakingyir blasphemy,^ and sedition ;tt that 
he was reviled by the populace, as a debauchee, j:^ 
a limatic,|||| and a demoniac ;§§ and, at last, by 



♦ 1 Cor, i, 17. t Jdbn i. 45, 46. viL 52. 

Luke iL 4-^7. Matt xiiL 55. Mark vL 8. 

Matt viii. SO. Luke viiL 3* 

John viL 4S. 1 Cor. ii 8. 

John y. 16. is. 16. 
^ Matt iz. 8. zxvi. 65. John z. 31—86. 
tt Luke zxiif. 2. John xiz. 12. 
tt Matt zi. 19. Luke viL 34. 
Ill) John X. to. §§ John Vii. %0. Nm. ^* 
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the united rage of both rulers and people, was 
publicly executed as the vilest of malefactors, 
with all imaginable circumstances of ignominy, 
scorn, and abhorreiice ;* nor do they scruple to 
own, that terror and distress of spirit into which 
he was thrown by his sufferhig8,'t though this 
was a circumstance at which some of the heathens, 
took the greatest offence, as utterly unworthy so 
excellent and divine a person.---As to themselves, 
the apostles readily confess, not only the mean- 
ness' of their original employpients ;:j: and the 
scandals of their former life;|| but their pre- 
judices, their follies, and their faults, after Christ 
had honoured them with so holy a. calling ; they 
acknowledged their slowness of appr^ension 
under so excellent a teacher,§ ' their unbelief,ir 



♦ Matt xxvii. 3t — 44. 

t Matt. xxvL 38. Luke xxii. 44. Matt, xxvii. 
46. 

J Matt iv. IS — 21. Luke v. 10. 

11 Matt ix. 9* ix. S. Luke v. 8. Acts xxii. 
4, 5. xxvi. 11. 1 Tim. i. 13, 15. 

§ Mark ix. 32. Luke ix. 45. xviii. 34. Matt 
xvi. 22, 23. ^ . > 

IF Matt viii. 26. xvii. 20. Markxyi. 14. Luke 
xxiv. 25. John xx. 24—^7- 
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Aeir cowardice,* their ambition,t their rash 
zesdiX ^^ their foolish contentions. || So that, 
on the whole, they seem every where to forget, 
that they are writing of themselves, and appear 
not at all solicitous about their own reputation, 
bat Qoly that they might represent the matter 

- just as it was, whether they went through honour 
or didiononr, through evil report or good rep(»t.§ 
Nor is this all ; , ior, 
• (3.) It is certain, that there are in their writ- 

.ings the most genuine traces, not only of a 
plain and honest, but a most piOus and devout, 
a most benevc^eht and generous disposition. 
These appear especially in the epistolary parts of 
the New Testament, where, indeed, we should 
most reasonably tf^cpect to find them ; and of 
these, I ^iy confidently affirm, that the greater 
progress any one has made in loye to God,1[ ia\ 



/ • 



♦ Matt xxvi. 56^69T-7^f Gal. ii. 11—14. 

t Matt XX. 20-^^4. ,Mark*. 35-r44. Luke 
ix. 46. xxii. 24, 26. * ' 

X Luke ix. 54. Mark ix. 3S. 

Jl Mark ix. 34. Acts xv. 37—40. 

§ 2 Cor. VL 8. 
• IF 1 Cor. viii. 3, Tit iii. 4—7. 1 John v. 
16—21. V, 1—3. 

F a 
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seal for his glory^* h^ a cximpasaioiiate and 
generous concern for the present and future 
happiness of mankind^t the more hmnble^ j: and 
candid^ll and temperate,§ andpure^lT heia; the 
more ardently he loves truth, and the move 
steadily he is determined to suffer the great^ 
extremity in its defence ;** in a word, the more 
his heart ia weaned from the present world^ff 
and the more it is fired with the prospects of a 



* Rom. vi. 11, IS. xii. 1. xiv. 7> 8. 1 Cor. vi. 
SO. X. 3K 2Cor. iv. 15. lPet.iy.ll. 

t Acts XX. 20, 21, 51—^5. xxvL 29. Rom. ix. 
1—3. xiii. 8 — 10. XV. 1, 2. 1 Cor. x. 24. 2 Cor. 
xii. 15. Gal. vi. 10. Phil ii. 4. 1 Theas. ii. 7, 
$, 11, 12. 1 Tim. ii. 1. 

I Rom. xiL 3, l6. 1 Cor. xv. g, 10. Eph. iii. 
8. Col iii. 12. 1 Tim. L IS, 15. 1 Pet v. 5. 

II Rom. xiv. 3, 10, 13, 19. xv. 1, 2. 1 Cor. viii. 
9 — 13. xiii. 4—7. GaL v. 22. 

§ Rom. xiiL 13, 14. 1 Cor. ix. 27. GaL v. 24. 
CoL iii. 5. 2 Pet 16. 

IF STkir. viL 1. Phfl. iv. 8. 1 Thess. iv. S, 4. 
2 Tim. ii. 21. Heb. x. 22. xiL 14. James L 27. 
1 John iiL 3. 

** Acts XX*. 24. 2 Cor.' i. 22. iv. 2. xiiL 8. 
PhiL iL 17, 18. 2 Tim. iv. 7. 

ft 2 Cor. iv. 18. Gal. vi. 14. Phil. iv. 1 1, 1?. 
Col. iii. 2. 1 Tim. vi. 6, 10. 2 Tim. ii. 8, 4. 
J John iL 15, 16, 



glorious immortalky. ;* the more pleasure will 
he take in reading those -writings^ the more will 
he relish the spjiit whieh discovers itself in them^ 
and find> that as &ce answers to fiice in water^ so 
do the traces of .piety and goodness, which ap« 
pear there, answer to those which a good man 
feels in his own soul. 

Nay, I will add, that the warm and genuine 
workings of that excellent and holy temper which 
every where discovers itself in thie New Testa- 
ment, hav<e, for many ages, been the most ef- 
fectual mews of spreading- a spirit of. virtue and 
"piety in the world ; a^d what of it is. to be found 
in these degenerate days, seems principally 
owing to these incomparable and truly divine 
writings. 

[[Where, then, there are such goiuine marks 
o£ an excellent character, not only in laboured 

♦ 2 Cot V. 1—8. Phil. i. 21—23. 2 Tim. i 
12,iv. 8. Tit. ii. 13. 

N. B. Those who are acquainted with the New 
Testament will know, tiliat this is but a smaH 
specimen of the texts which might easily be col- 
lected on each of these heads ; yet were the 
energy of these few attentively considered, I 
cannot but think, that ^ery weU-disposcd mind 
would be deeply struck, and i^^et^>3J\^ ^ixs^v- 
vinced by them. 

F 3 
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discour8e«> but in epistolary writings, and those 
flometimes addressed to particolar and intimate 
fiiends^ to whom the miitd naturally opens itself 
with the greatest freedom, fnnely no candid and 
equitable judge would lightly bdiicTe them to be 
all counterfeit; or would imagine^ without strong 
proofs that pinrsons who breathe such exalted 
sentiments of virtue and piety, should be guilty 
of any notorious wickedness ; and in proportion 
to the degree of enormity and aggravation attend- 
ing such a supposed crim^ it may justiy be ex- 
pected, tlutt tiie evidence of their having com- 
mitted it, ahould be unanswerably strong and 
convincing. 

Now, it is most certain, on the prmciples laid 
down above, that if the testimony of the aposties 
was false, they must have acted as detestable 
and viUanous a part, as one can easily <x)nceive. 
To be found (as the apostle with his usual energy 
expresses it) false witnesses of God* in any single 
instance, and solemnly to declare him mira- 
culously to have done^ what we know in our own 
consciences was never dene at all, would be an 
audacious d^ree of impiety, to which none but 
the most aban&med of mankind could arrive. 

* J Cor. w- 15- 
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Yet, if the testimoDy of tbe apoedes was ftbe, 
ai we have proved, they could not be tbemaelveB 
mistaken in it, this must have been their conduct 
and that, not in one single instance only^ but in 
a thousand. Their lifi^ must, in eSect, be one 
continued and perpetual scene of perjury ; and all 
the most solemn actions of it, (in which they 
were f^^l^wg to God or qpeaking of him as the 
Cod and Father of Christ, firom whom they re- 
ceived their misainn and powers) must be a most 
profiuie and daring insult on all the acknowledge^ 
perfisctions of his nature. 

And the inhumanity of such a conduct would^ 
on the whole, have been equal to its impiety; 
for it was deceiving men in their most important 
interests^ and persuading them to venture their 
whoLe Aiture happiness on the power and fidelity 
of one^ whom, on this siqpposition, they knew to 
have been an impostor, and justly to have suf* 
IJBred aeaphal punishment for his crimes. 

It would have been great guilt, to have given 
tbe hearts and devotions of men so wrong a turn, 
even thoqgh they hid fisund magistrates ready to 
ospouse and establish, yea, and to oi^rce the 
rdigion they taught But to labour to propagate 
it in the midst of the most vigoroxiA veA ws^^s^ 
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guilt wad foify of the undertaking : for^ by this 
means^ they made themselves accessary to the 
mm of thousands ; and £11 the calamities^ which 
jfel! on such proselytes, or even on the remotest 
descendants, for the sake of Christianity, would 
'be, in a great measure, chargeable on these first 
preachers of it The Mood of honest, yea; and 
(Supposing them, as you must, to have been ui- 
• voluntarily deceived) of pious, ^ worthy, and 
heroic persons, who might ofiierwise have been 
the greatest blessings to Ibe public, would, in 
effect, be crying for vengeance against them ; 
and the distresses of the widows and ori^ums, 
wiiich those martyrs might leave lietiind Ihefn, 
would j<Hn to swell the account - . ^ 

So that^ on the whole, the guile of ^ose mal»- 
£lctc»'$, who are from time to time the victims of 
public justice, even for robbery, murdnr, or 
treason, is small, w)ito coibpared with that- which 
we have now been supposing ; and, eorriiptas 
human nature is, it appe&rs to me utterly impro- 
bable, that twelve men should be found, i' will 
not say in xme little nation, biit even oqr the who^ 
"face «f the earth, who could' 'be capable of enter- 
ing into, so' black a confederacy, on any tenne 
whatsoefver. 
And now, in this view cf t\)ft c&^> t&ai^««^ 
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serious paiue^ and compare with it, what we have 
just been saying of the character of the apostles 
of Jesus, so fiff as an indifferent person could 
conjecture it from their writings; and then say, 
whether you can in your hearts believe them to 
have been these abandoned wretches, at<mcethe 
rqproacfa and astonishment of Mankind? You 
cannot surely believe such things of any, and 
much less of them; unless it shall appear, they 
were in some peculiar circumstances. of strong 
temptation ; and what those circumstances could 
b^ it is difficult even for imagination to conceive. 
But history is so fur from suggesting any un« 
thought-of fact to help our imagination on this 
heady that it bears strongly the oontnuy way; 
and hardly any part of my work is easier, than to 
show,] 

3. " That they were under no temptation to 
forge a story of this kind, or to publish it to 
the world, knowing it to be faHS^" 

They could reasonably expect no gain, no re- 
putation by it: but, on the co n tr a r y, suppo8^lg 
it an imposture, they must, with the most pidi- 
nary share of prudence, have fo reseen infamy and 
ruin, as the certain consequences of sUssoDi^^^as^ 
it For the gnmd foundatioia ct ^<^ iditfEo^'e 
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was^ that Jesus of Nazareth^ who was cracrfied 
at Jerusalem by the Jewish rulers, was the Son 
of God, and the Liord of all things. I appeal to 
your consciences, whether this looks at all like 
the contrivance of artful and designing men. It 
was evidently charging upon the princes of their 
country the most criminal and aggravated mup- 
'der : indeed, all things considered, the most 
enormous act of wickedness, which the sun had 
ever seen. They might, dierefbre, depend upon 
it, that these rulers would immediately employ 
all their art and power, - to con^te their testimony 
and to destroy th^ persons. Accordingly, one 
-of them was presently stoned,* and another 
•quickly after beheaded,f and most of iiie rest 
wer^ scattered abroad into strange cities, j: "^here 
they would be sure to be received with great 
prejudices raised against them amongst the 
Jews,*by. "reports from Jerusalem, || and vastly 



♦ Acts vii. 59. t Acts xii. 2. 

J Actsviii. 1, 4..xL 19. ' 
II [[I do not here m^iition PhUo Judasus, as 
speaking of '^ an embassy sent from the Jews in 
his 'early day^, to their brethren in all parts of 
the world, «diorting them to resist the progress 
of. ChriMlianky" For though Bishop. Atterburif 
asffertSj .that there is such a paasase, (Serm. voLL 
pagre 'J 1 7) I have never been alSve io iaA> «t Vck 
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strengthened by the expectations of a temporal 
Messiah; expectations^ which^ as the apostles 
knew by their own experience^ it was exceeding 
difficult to root out of men's minds ; expectations^ 
which would render t^e doctrine of Christ cm^ 
cified^ an inseparable stumbling-bloCk to the 
Jews,* 

hear of it ; and, therefore, am ready to believe it 
was a very pardonable slip of nis lordship's 
memory, and that the passage he intended to 
refer to, was a very celebrated and important one 
in Justin Martyn^s Dialogue tvUh Tryphothe Jew, 
in which he expressly asserts such a fact, in a 
manner which his integrity and good sense would 
never have permitted, had he not certainly 
known it to be true. For he addresses the 
learned Jew, with whom he was disputing,, in 
these memorable words ; " You were so far from 
repenting of the crime you had committed, (in 
crucifying ChrigtJ that you sent chosen men of 
the most distinguished character all over the 
world, representmg the Christians as an atheistical 
sect, and charging us with those things which the 
ignprant Heathekt object against us." Justin. 
Mart. Dialog, cum. Tryph. page 172, ThirW.-^ 
Eusebius, and Chi^en, nave both mentioned the 
same fact, which is in itself very probable ; and 
there may possibly be some reference to it. Acts 
xxviii. 22. where the Jews at Rome say. As' con- 
cerning this sect (of Christianity^ we kwiw ihak it 
is every where spoken n^ain&iT^ 
"^ iCoT.L S3. 
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Nor could they expecta mudi better reoqstkm 
amongst the Gentiles; with whom their business 
wa^ to persuade them to rmounce the gods of 
their ancestors^ and to depend on a par8(m who 
had died the death of a malefiustor and a slave ; 
to persuade them to for«go the pompous idolatriet 
in which they had been educated, and all the 
sensual indulgences with which their religiim, (if 
it m^fat be called a region) was attended^ to 
worship one invisible God through one mediator, 
in the most phdn and simple manner ; and to re« 
ceive a set of prec e pts , most dbecdy calculated 
to controul and restnun, not onty the enormities 
of men's actionib but the iiregularities of thnr 
hearts. A most difficult undertaking ; . and to 
engage them to this^ they had no other arguments 
to bring* but such as were taken from the views 
of an invisible state of happiness, or miseiy^ of 
which tfiey asserted their crucified Jesus to be the 
supreme disposer ; who should another day dis- 
pense his blessings, or his vengeance, asthegios- 
pel had been embraced, or rqected. Now, could 
it be imagined, that men would easily be per- 
suaded, merely on the credit of their affirmation, 
or in compliance with their impor tu nity, to be- 
Jieve things whidi, to their prejudiced minds, 
would appear so improbslble, and. \f^ wAmboXXi^ 
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' impontionay to their corrupt inclinations so insup- 
portable ? Aiid if they could not permiade them 
to i^ what could the apostles then expect ? what, 
biitUo he insulted as fools or madmen^ by one 
tort of pec^f^ ; edod by another, to foe persecuted 
with the most savage and outrageous craeky> as 
blasphemers cf the gods, as seducers of the peo- 
ple, and as disturbers of the public peace ? All 
which we know accordingly happened :* nay, 
they assure us, that their Lord had often warned 
them of it ;t and that they themselves expected 
it, j: and thought it necessary to admonish their 
followers to expect it too :|| and it appears, . that 
£ju from drawing bade upon that account, as they 
would surely have done if they had been governed 

, - 1 - - — ■-- J - - * 

' ♦ [[CompaK Acts v. 40. vii. 57, 58. viiL I. ix. 
Ij ft. xxvi. 10> IL. ix. 23, 24. xii. 1 — 4. xiii. 50. 
xiv. 5, 19. xvi. 19 — 24f. xviil 12, IS. xx- 3. xxL 
27, 28, xxii. 22. xxiii. 14 ; all which texts relate 
to the persecutioncf of the. Christiana, either by 
Jews or Gentiles : and compare all the scriptures 
cited in the last note on thb sermon.]] 

t Matt X. 16 — ^26. xxiii. 34. Mark x. 29, 30, 
39. Luke xiv. 27. xxi. 12, I7. John xv. 20, 21. 
xvi. 2—^3. xxi. 18, I9.. Acts ix. I6. 

X Acts XX. 23, 24.' xxi. 13. 1 Cor. iv. 9. 
2 Cor. xii. 10. 1 Thess. iii. 8, 4. 2 Tim.^ vv.^« 

II Acts xiv. 22. 2 Tim. ui. ISl. W. b, iwwt^N 
W, 11. 1 Pet a. 20, 11. iv, 1, ISl— \&- N .S^. 

G 
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by secular motives^ they become so much the 
more zealous and courageous, and encouraged 
each other to resist even to blood.*— -Now, as this 
is a great evidence of the integrity and piety of 
their character, and thus illustrates the former 
head ; so it serves to the purpose now immediately 
in view, L e, it proves how improbable it is, that 
any person of common $ense should engage in an 
imposture, from which (as many have justly 
observed) they could, on their, own principles, 
have nothing to expect, but ruin in this world, 
and damnation in the next. When, therefore, 'we 
consider, and compare their character, and their 
circumstances, it appears utterly improbable, on 
various accounts, that they would Have attempted 
in this article to impose upon the world. But 
suppose, that in cpjisequence of some unaccount* 
able, as well as undiscoverable frenzy, they had 
ventured on the attempt, it is easy to show, 

4. " That, l^umanly speaking, they must 
quickly hdve perished in it, and their foolish 
cause must have died with them, without 
ever gaining any credit in the world." 

One may venture to say this in general, on the 
principles which I before laid down : but it ap* 

* Heb. m 4. 
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j^ears still more evident^ when we consider the 
nature of the fact they asserted^ in conjunction 
with the methods they took to engage men to 
bdieve it: methods^ which, had the apostles 
been impostors^ must haye had the most direct 
tendency to ruin both their scheme and them- 
selves. 

(1.) Let us a little more particidarly inflect 
on the nature of that grand feet, the death, re- 
surrectkm^ and Exaltation of Christ ; which, as 
I observed, was the great foundation of the 
Qiristian scheme, as first exhibited by the apo^ 
sties.— The resurrection of a dead man, and his 
ascension into, and abode in, the upper world, 
was so strange a thing, that a thousand objections 
would immediately be raised against it ; and some 
extraordinary proof would justly be required as 
a balance to them. Now, I wish the rejecters of 
the gospel would set themselves to invent some 
hypothesis, which should have any appearance of 
probability, to show how such an amazing story 
should ever gain credit in the wcnrld, if it had 
not some veiy convincing proof. Where, and 
when, could it first begin to be received ? Was * 
it in the same, or a succeeding age ? Was it at 
Jeryisalem, the spot of groimd on vrhvdv \1 \% ^^^ 
ia have happened, or ' in Greece, at W^"^ > ^^ 

G 2 
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Asia^ or Africa ? You may change the scene^ ens 
the time^ as jou please, but you cannot change 
die difficulty* 

Take it in a parallel in^ance. Suppose twdve 
men in London were now to affirm, diat a person 
ex^ujted there as a male&ctor in a public manner,, 
a month, or six weeks ago, or, if you {^ease, a 
year, or five, or ten years since,, (for it is much 
the same) was a prcqshet sent from God with 
extrainrdinary powen, lliaft he Iras raised fitnn 
&e dead, that they conversed with him after hi» 
revival, and at last saw him taken up into heft- 
ven ; would their united testimony make themf 
be believed there?— -Or suppose tihem^ if you 
please, to dispose, and that one or two of them 
should come hither, and go cm to more distant 
plaoes^— suppose Leicester, Nottingham, or York, 
and tell their story there ; and that others were 
to carry it over to Paris, or Amsterdam, or to 
Vienna, or Madrid : could they expect any more 
credit with us^ or with them ; or hopefer any 
thing better, than to he looked upon as lunatics^ 
and treated a» such? — ^And if they should go into 

I other places, and- attempt to mend their scheme^ 
hy sa3ring their master was put to death 100, or 
$00 years ago, when there could be no historieal 

^dence of it discovered, andiM>iB(tQoi ^n«i\>s^ 
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their own confident assertion ; would they re- 
move, or would they not rather increase^ the 
difficulty ?— -Or would they^ m any of these cases, 
gain credit by the most dexterous tricks of leger- 
demain, of which you can suppose them masters ? 
especially if they should imdertake, in conse- 
quence of such supposed facts/ to engage men to 
renounce the religion in which they had been 
educated ; to deny themselves in their dearest 
passions and most important worldly interests ; 
and eyen> probably, to hazard their liberties and 
their lives^ in dependence on a future reward, to 
be received in a place and state, which no man 
living on the earth had ever seen or known? 
You would readily allow this to be an insupposa- 
ble case : and why should you suppose it to have 
haj^ned sixteen or seventeen hundred years 
ago ? You may assure yourselves, that the reason 
and the passions of mankind were then as strong 
as they are now.— But let us a little more parti- 
cularly consider, 

(2.) The manner in which the apostles under- 
took to prove the truth of their testimony to this 
fact ; and it will evidently appear, that, instead 
of confirming their scheme, it must have been 
sufficient utterly to have overthro\(m it, had it 
}?een itself the most probable \mipa^\xte ^^'^^ 

G 8 
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wit of man could ever have contrived. Ton 
know^ they did not merely assert> that they had 
seen miracles wrought by this Jesus, but that he 
had endowed themselves with a variety of mira- 
culous powers. And these they undertook to- 
display, not in such idle and useless tricks as 
slight of hand might perform^ but in such solid 
and important works, as appeared worthy • 
divine interposition, and entirely superior to hu^ 
man power : restoring, a» they pretend, sight to* 
the blind, soundness t^ lepers, activity to the 
kme, and, in some instances) life to the dead. 
Nor were these things Undertaken in a comer, in^ 
-a circle of fiiends, or dependants ; nov were they 
said to be wrought on such as might be suspected 
of being ccmfederates in the firaud ; but they weate 
done often in the public streets, in the sight of. 
enemies, on the persons of sudi as were utter 
strangers to the apostles, but. sometimes well 
known to neighbours and i^peetatont,' as having 
long laboured under these calamities, to human- 
skill utterly incurable.* Would impostors hat)^ 
made such pretensions as these ; or, if they had. 



♦ Actsiii. 1 — 10. V. 15. ix. S3 — 4^2. xiv, 8 — 19, 
VOL 11, 12. XX. 9— .12* xxviii^ 7—9. 
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iBiift they not immedntdy have been exposed 
jDid ruined. 

Nor 18 there any room at all to object^ that 
perhaps the apostles might not undertake to do 
these things od the s^ot^ hut only assert they 
had done them elsewhere; for even then^ it 
would have been impossible they should have 
gained credit ; and they would have seemed the 
less GiediUe, on account of sudi a pretence. 
Whatever iqppearances there mi^ have been at 
gravity^ integrity^ and piety^ in the conversatian 
of Peter^ (for instance) very £ew, especially ftw 
tBat had known but little of him^ would have 
taken it upon his word^ that he saw Jesns raise 
Lasania from the dead at Bethany ; but ftwee 
yet would have believed it upon his affimuitiofi, 
had it been ever so solemn^ that he had himself 
raised Dorcas at Joppa ; unless he had done some 
extraordinary Work before them, correspondent 
at least,' if iftot equal to that: You will easOy 
think of invincible objections, which otherwise 
"might have been made ; and, undoubtedly, the 
more such assertions haye been multiplied, every 
new person, and scene, and fact, had been an 
additional advantage given to the enemy, to have 
detected and confuted the whole sdMssokft* ^V\^ 
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Peter and his associates had tiius endeavoured iM 
establish. 

But to come still closer^ to the pcnnt : if the 
New Testament be genuine^ (as I have already 
proved it) then it is certain^ that the apostles 
pretend to have wrought miracles in the very pre- 
sence of those, to whom their writings were ad- 
dressed ; nay, more, they profess likewise to have 
conferred those miraculous gifts, in some consi- 
derable degrees, on others,* even on the very 
persons to whcnn they write ; and they appeal to 
their consciences as to the truth of it And could 
there possibly be room for delusum here ? It is 
exceedingly remarkable to this purpose, that Paul 
makes this appeal to the Corinthian8,t and Gala- 
tians,:]: when there were amongst them some 
persons disaffected to him, who were taking all 
opportunities to sink his character, and destroy 
Ills influence : and could they have wished for a 
better opportunity than such an Appeal? An 
appeal, which, had not the fact it supposed been 
certain, far from recovering those that were 
/ 

* Acts viiL 17. xix. 6. 

t 1 Cor. i. 5, 7. ii. 4, 5. ix. 2. xii. 8—11, 
28—30. xiv. 1—18, 26, et seq. 2 Cor. xi. 5, 0. 
xii\ IS, 13. xm. 3, 10. 
/ GaL HI 2, 5. 
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wavering in their e8teem> must have been suf- 
ficient utterly to disgust his most cordial and 
steady friends.— Azid the same remark may be 
appHed to the advices wd reproofs^ which the 
apostle there gives^ relating to the use and abuse 
of their spiritual gifls;* which had been most 
notoriously absurd^ and even ridiculous^ had not 
the Christians^ to whom he wrote^ been really 
poteeesed of them. And these gifts were so 
plainly supernatural^ that (as it has <rften been 
observed) if .it be allowed, that miracles can 
prove a divine revelation^ and that the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians be genuipe^ (of which/ 
by the way, there is at least as pregnant evidence; 
as that any part ci the New Testament is 8o)t 
then it follows, by a sure and easy consequenee, 
that Christianity is true. Nevertheless, other 
aiguments are not to oe forgot in this survey.— 

* 1 Cor. xii. 1 — 7. xiv. per M. 

f '' 1 cannot but look upon it as a kind and 
remarkable providence to this purpose, that there 
is still extant an Epistle of Clemens Romanus to 
the diurdi at Corinth, probably written before 
the year of Christ 70, in whidi he plainly refers 
to 1 Cor. i. 12. in what he cites from an Epistle 
of Paid written to them by the Spirit at his first 

fireachmg the Gospel amoa^ XlKvei&r CX»&» 
|tf5t 1. ad Ck}r. §• 4/7. 



SS I ON THE STIDENCEB 

And, therefore, as I have proved under this 
head, that had the testimony of the apostles been 
&lse, it is not to be imagined, that they could 
have gained credit at all; and especially, when 
they had put the proof of their cause on sudi a 
footmg, as we are sure they did ; I am now to 
show you, 

5, ^* That itis certain, in fact, that the apostles 
did gain early credit, and succeeded in a 
most wonderful manner ; from whence it will 
follow, that their testimony was true." 

' That die apostles did, indeed, gain credit in 
the world, is evident, from what I before offered 
to prove the early prevalence of Christianity in 
it; and may further be confirmed, from many 
passages in the New Testament And here, I 
insist not so mudi on express historical testimo- 
nies, though some of them are very remarkable ; 
especially that of the brethren at Jerusalem, who 
speak of many myriads of believmg Jews assem- 
bled at the Feast of Pentecost.* But I argue 
from the epistles written to several churches, 
which plainly prove, that there were congrega« 
tions of Christians in Rome, Corinth, Ephesus, 



♦ Acts X3d, 20. 
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ColoBse^ Thessalcmica^ Philippe, Laodicea^* 
SmyroBL^ Pei^amos, Thyatira, Sardis, PhiladeU 
phiayt Crete4 Pontus, Galatia^.Capp^idiDcia, Aoa, 
and Bithynia,|| and many other places ; msconuoh^ 
that one of the apostles could say^ thai( Christ had 
so wrought by hin^ to make the G^itiles obe- 
dient, not only in wprd or pi^ofession, but in 
deed too, that from J[erusalem, even xound about 
unto Illyricum,' h^ had fully preached the gospel, 
of Chri^t,§ or, as the word importSjIT bad acr 
complished the purposes of, it.- And there is a 
great deal of reason, both fircmi the. nature of the 
thing, and from the testimony of ancient his- 
tory,** to believe, that other of the apostles had 
considerable success elsewhere: so. that. Paul 
might with reason apply: to .them and their doc- 
trine, what is originally spoken of the luminaries 
of heaven and the instruction they communicate 
—their line is gone out through all tlie earth, and 
their words to the ends of the world.tt 

So great was the number of those, who were 
proselyted to Christianity by the preaching of 

I ..III « 1 

* CoL iv. 16. t Rev. ii. and iii. 

4 Tit. i. 5 II 1 Pet i. 1. 

§ Rom. XV. 18, 19. % peplerokenau 

*** Euseb. Histor. Eccles. Ub. iv\, cag. \* . 
ff Compare Rom. x* 18. and PwCL* too.* •^^ 
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tiiei^MMties : and we have all ime^nable reaMil 
to belieTe^ tliat there were none of all these pro^ 
8el3rtes, but what were fuUy Jpersuaded of the 
truth of the testimony they bore ; for^ otherwise, 
tio imaginable reaacm can be given for their Enter- 
ing themselves into anch a profession. The apo- 
edes had no secular terrors to affiight them; rtb 
secular rewards to bribe Ihem,* no dazzling elo- 
quence to enchant them ;t on the contrary, all 
these were in a powerful manner pleading against 
the apostles : yet their testimony was xecdved, 
and their new converts were so thoroughly satis- 
fied with the evidence whidi they gave them of 
their mission^ that they encountered great perse- 
•cutions^ and cheerfidly ventux«d estate^ liberty^ 
and life itself^ on ^e truth of the facts they a»- 
aerted ; as plainly appears from many passages 
'in the epistles, whidi none can thmk the apostles 



* As for the distribution of goods in Judsa^ it 
is plain it was peculiar to that time and country ; 
and the extraordinary persecution, which, from 
the very infancy of Chnstianitv, prevailed there, 
was more than an equivalent for any advantage, 
which the poorest of the people could gain by it 
I did not merefore think it necessary to mention 
it. 

/i Ottvi J7. ii.1, 4, 13. ^ Coc, X. 10. li 6. 
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would have ever wri% if these first Christians had 
not been in a persecuted condition.* 

Nor will it signify any thing to object^ that 
most of the converts were persons of a low rank, 
and (ndinary education^ who^ therefore^ might 
be more easilfr imposed upon than others : for 
(not to mention Sergius Paulus, Dionysius the- 
Areopag i te, or the domestics of Cassar^ houses 
hold^ with otibers of superior stations in life) it 
is sufficient to remind you^ that^ as I have largely 
shown, the apostles did not put their cause on 
the issue of laboured arguments, in whidi the 
populace might quickly have been entangled and 
lost, but on such plain fiu:ts, as they might judge 
of as easily and surely, as any others; indeed, on 
what they themselves saw, and in part, too, on 
what they felt. 

Now, I apprehend, this might be sufficient to 
bring the matter to a satisfactory conclusion. 
You have seen, that as there is no reason to be> 



• Rom. viii. S6. 1 Cor. iv. 1 1—13. xv. 29—32. 
2 Cor. i. 8, 9. iv. 8—11. vi 4, 5, 9- ». 28—27. 
Gal. vL 17. Phil. i. 28— «0. 1 Thess. i. 6. ii. 
14, 15. 2 Thess. i. 4—7. 2 Tim. i. 8. ii. 4, 9, 
1 2, 13. iii. 1 1, 12. Heb. x. 32-34. James ii. 6, 
V. 10, 11. 1 Pet ii. 19, aO. m. \V— VI.\n.A^ 
2£^16. Bev. ii 10, 18. 

H 
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lieve, that the apoetles^ -who certainly knew the 
trutli^ ivould have attempted a fraud of this 
kind ;-<--8o,. if .^hey had attempted it^ they could 
not possibly have succeeded ;-Hievertheless^ they 
did succeed in a very remarkable manner ;--~ 
whence it plainly follo>vs^ that what they testified 
wa^ true. ^. 

And now, then, after this^ the reasonableness 
of rec^vingthe gospel, or admitting the truth of 
what they testified concerning Christ, k an easy 
consequencQ-7-Yet some things are to be offered 
under this head, which are of great weight, and 
would not so conveniently have fallen under any 
of the ffinnf^ : and some considerable additional 
evidence. to.the. truth of Christianity arises, from 
what has happened in the world, since its first 
propagation. And, therefore, I choose rather to 
make a distinct, discourse on these, with the im« 
provement; of the whole, than to throw together 
the hints jof them, in so hasty a manner ^ I must 
do, should I attempt to dispatch the subject in 
tliis discourse, the just limits of which I have 
already trsiiii^^essed, lest the great chain of the 
argument should be; firoken. 



*, 
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SERMON III. 

I 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCES OF CHftlSTIANI^Vy 
AND B£FL£CtlON$ ON THE WHOLE. 

2 Pet. i. 16. 

-—WE HAVE NOT FOLLOWED CUNNINGLY DE- 
VISED FABLES. 

A S I had before proved the books of the New 
Testament to be genuine^ I proceeded^ in 
my last discourse^ to argue from thence the cer- 
tain truth of the Christian revelation : and we 
have made some considerable progress in the 
argument. 

The matter^ in shorty stands thus. — The 
authors of the New Testament certainly knew^ 
whether the facts they asserted were true, or 
false ; so that they could not themselves be de- - 
ceived : — Neither can we think they would at- 
tempt to deceive others, since they appear, by 
their manner of writing, to have been. ^rscnwL 
cf great integrity and goodae9& v--i«ft.^''^'"«>^*S**~ 
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wise evident they could have no temptation tet 
attempt a finud of this^iature : — ^however^ if they 
had attempted it^ we cannot imagine they could 
have gained credit in the world, if the &cts they 
asserted had not been true :-— nevertheless, they 
did gain credit^ in a very remarkable manner: 
from whence it plainly follows^ that those &cts 
were true. — -Now, I am to show i&rther^ to com- 
plete the proof of our grand proposition^ 

6. " That admitting the facts whidh they tes- 
tified concerning Christ to be true^ then it 
was reasonable for their contemporaries, and 
is reasonable for us, to receive the gospel 
which they have transmitted to us, as a 
Divine revelation." 

The great thing they asserted was^ that Jesua 
was the Christ, and that he was proved to be 
so-— by prophecies accomplished in him— and by 
miracles wrou^t by him, and by others in his 
name. Let us attoid to each of these, and I sra 
persuaded we shall find them no ccmtemptible 

^ aiguments ; but must be forced to acknowledge 
that the premises being established, the conclusion 
most easily and necessarily follows : and this con- 
clusion, that Jesus is the Christ, taken in all ita 

^uctent, 13 m abstract of the gos^ xei^XviiBk* 
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and^ therjefcMre^ is sometimes put fcnr the whole 

The apostles^ especially when dispiidng with 
the Jews, did frequently argue from " the |Hro^ 
phecies of the Old Testament ;" in which, they 
say many things are exiM^ssly foretold, which 
were most literally and exactly fulfilled in Jesus 
of Nazareth.t Now, greatly to the evidence, 
confirmation, and advantage of Christianity, so it 
is, that these prophecies are to this day extant in 
thm original language ; and this, in the hands 
of a people most implacably averse to the gospel : 
so that an attentive reader may still, in a great 
measure, satisfy himself, as tp the validity of the 
argument drawn from them* 

On searching these ancient and important re- 
cords, we find, not only in the general, that God 
intended to raise up for his people an illustrious 
deliverer, who, amongst other glorious titles, is 
sometimes called the Messiah, or the anointed 
one 4 ^ut we are more particularly told, that 



* Acts viiL 37- ix. 22. xvii. 3. xviii. 5. 1 John 
ii« 22* V. !• 

t Acts ii. 25--81. iii. 18—25. vii. 87- viii.'55. 
X. 43. xiii. 23, 27, 32— 37, 40, 41. xvii. 2, S. 
xxvi. 22, 23, 27. xxviii. 23. • 

/ Dan, ix. 25, 26. PsaL u. %. 
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this great event thoold happen^ before the go^. 
vemment ceased in the tribe of Judah ;* while 
the second temple was standmg ;t and a little 
before its destrucdon^ about 490 years after a 
ecKDmand giren to rebuild Jerusalem ;% which 
was probably issued out in the seventh year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus> at, at leasts within a 
few years befoee^ or after it. It is predicted^ 
that he should be the seed of AbrahamJI bom of 
a virgin, of the house of David;y$ in the town of 
Bethlehem ;ir that he should be anointed with 
an extraordinary effusion of the Divine Spirit ;** 
in virtue of which, he should not only be a per« 
feet and illustrious .example of universal holiness 
^nd goodnes8,tt but should also perform many 
extraordinary and beneAcial miracles ;'fX never- 
thelessy that^ for waiit c^ eoctemal pomp and 
aplendour^ he should be rejected and insulted by^ 
the. Jews^llll and at length be cut off and slain by 



• Gen. xlix. 10. t Hag. ii. 7> 9- 

J Dan. ix. 25 — 27* 

U Gen. xiL 3. xviii. 18. azii. 18. 

§ Isa. vii. 14. xi. 1. Jer. xxiii. 5, 6. 

If Mic. V. 2. ♦• Isa. xKiL 1- hd. 1. 

-H Isa. xlii. 1^ 4. liiL 9^ Pflal. xlv. 7* 

tt Isa. XXXV. 5, 6# Nil iMf ^^ ft->^ 
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tfiem.^ It hs add«d^ the^ he should afise fiom 
the detd before his body should be corrupted in 
the grave ;t and should be received up to heaven, 
andthereseatedat the right hand of God; j: from 
whence he should in a wonderftd nu^mer pour 
out his Spirit on his followers ;|| in consequence 
of whidi^ though the body of the Jewish pei^>le 
perished in their obstinate opposition to hiin^§ 
yet the Gentiles should be brought to the knowi. 
ledge of the tme God^V and a kingdom estaUtisIs 
ed amongst thera^ whieh^ from small beginnings, 
riK)uld spread itself to the ends o£ ike eax^, and 
continue to the remotest agea** 
• Besides these most material eircanMtanoes, 
there were several others rdating to him, which 
were either eitpiessly foretold, or, at least, hinted 
at ; all which, with those already mentkiii^^ had 
so evident bh accomplishmoit in Jesus, (allowii^ 
the truth of &e fiicts which the apostles testified 



* Isa. liii. 7 — 9. Dan. ix. 26. 

t Psal. xvi. 9, 10. Isa. rkvi. 19. Kii 10— 1^- 

t PsaL xvi. 11. ex. 1. || Joel iL 28, 29- 

f Isa. vi. 9, 10. xlix. ^ 5. liii. I. Ixv. 2. 

% PsaL ii. 8. xxiL 27* IxxxvL 9. Isa. ii. 2, 3. 

xi.^0. xlii. 1, 4, 6, 7. 3dv. 22. xlix. 6— la. 

MaLiU. 
♦•Z>an. it 44. vii. 13, U^ Tl^ 
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■ 

concemihg him) that we have no reason to won» 
der, that they should receive the word with all 
readiness, who searched the scriptures daily, 
whether these things were so predicted there, as 
the apostles affirmed.* For I apa persuaded, that 
no wise and religious person could imagine, that 
God would permit an impostor to arise, in whom 
80 great a variety of predictions, delivered by so 
many different persons, and in so many distant 
ages, should have an exact accomplishment 

When the apostles were preaching to heathens 
it is indeed true, that they .generally waved the 
argument from prophecy, because they wer^ not 
so capable judges of it : but then they inisist on 
another, which might as soon captivate their be* 
lief^ and as justly vindicate it, I mean, *^ the 
miracles performed by Christ, and those commis- 
sioned and influenced by him." Many of these 
were of such a nature, as not to admit of any 
artifice or deceit: especially, that most signal one 
of his resurrection from the dead, which I may 
caU a miracle performed by, as well as upon, 
Christ; because he so expressly declares, that he 
had himself a power to resume his life at pleasurct ' 
The apostles well knew, this was a fact of such a 

"" Acts xviL 11. . ••Y 3o\«CLiL.\%. 
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nature^ that they who believed this would never 
doubt of the rest : they, the^ore, often single 
this out, and lay the whole stress of their cause 
upon it* This they proved to be true, by their 
own testimony miraculously confirmed ; and, in 
proving this, they established Christianity on an 
impregnable rock. For I may safely refer it to 
any of you to judge-— whedierit is an imaginable 
thing, that God should raise the dead body of 
an impostor ; especially when he had solemnly 
appealed to such a resurrection, as the grand 
proof of his mission, and had expressly fixed the 
v^ry day on which it was to h8ppen.t 

I persuade myself you are convinced by aH this, 
that they who, on the apostles' testimony, be- 
lieved that the prophecies, of the Old Testament 
were accomplished in JelSus, and that God bore 
witness to him by miracles, and raised him from 
the dead, had abundant reason to believe that the 
doctrine which Christ taught was divine, and his 
goepei a revelation from heaven* And if they had 
reascm to admit this conclusion, then it is plain, 
that we, who have such satis&ctory evidence, on 

♦ Acte ii. 24—32. iii. 15. iv. 10. v. SO, 32. 
X. 40, 41. xiii. 30 — 39. xvii. 31. xxvi 23* Rom^ 
X. 9' 1 Cor. XV. 3, 8, 12— Sl^. 

/ Matt, xxvii. 63. John li. \9> ^^* 
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the one hand^ that the testimony of the q>ostles 
was credible^ and, on the other, that this was the 
substance cS it, have reason also to admit this 
grand inference from it, ,and to embrace the gos- 
pel as a faithful saying, and as. well worthy of all 
acceptation.* This is the thing I was attempting 
to prove; and here I should end the argument, 
were it not for the confirmation it may receive 
from some additional considerations, which could 
not properly be introduced under any of the pre- 
ceding heads. I add, therefore, 

7* In the last place, '^ that the truth of the gos^ 
pel has received farthei^, and very consider- 
able confirmation, from what has happened 
ii^ the world since it was first publish^" 

And here I must desire you more particularly 
to consider-— on the one hand, what God has been 
doing to establish it ; — and, on the other, the me- 
thods which its enemies have taken to destroy it. 

(1.) Consider *' what God has been doing to 
confirm the gospel since its first publication," 
and you will find it a farther evidence of its 
divine original. 

I might here argue at large from its surprising 

• 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
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pfbpagation in the world ; — from miraculous 
powers, with which/ not only the apostles, but 
succeeding preachers of the gospel and other 
converts, were endowed ; — ^from the accomplish-* 
ment of prophecies recorded in the New Testa- 
ment ;-»and from the preservation of the Jews as 
a distinct people^ notwithstahding the various 
difficulties and persecutions thr6ugh which th«y 
have passed. 

I might particularly urge, in confirmation of 
the'truth of Christianity, ^* the wbhderful success 
with which it was attended, and thie surprising 
propagation of the gospel in the world/* 

I have before endeavoured, under a former 
head^ to show you, that the gospel met with so 
favourable a reception in the world, as evidently 
proved, that its 'first polishers were capable of 
producilig sudi evicEmoe of its truth, as an impos- 
ture could not admit. But now, I carry the re- 
mark farther, and assert, that, considering the 
circumstances of th« case^ it is amaaing that even 
truth itself, under so many disadvantages, should 
have so illustrious a tri^imph ; and that its won- 
d^ul success does evidently argue such an extra- 
ordinary interpoaiticm .of God in its favour, as 
may justly be called a miracuiouii^ «^X«s^vscl\$)^ 
It 
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There was not onlj one of a family^ or two of 
a city.taken^ and brought to Zion ;* but so did 
the J^rd hasten it/ in. its appointed time^ that a 
little one became a thousand* and a small one a 
strong nation.t And as the iqpostles themselves 
were honoured with very remarkable success, so 
this divine seed was propagated so fast in the 
next age> that Pliny testifies, - " he found the 
heathen temples in Achaia almost deserted ;''j: 
and TertuUianafterwards blasts, " that all places 
but those temples were, filled with Christians ; so 
that were they only to withdraw, cities and pro* 
vihces would be depopulated."!! [[Nor did the 



*Jer.iiLl4. f I^ k. S2. 

i * The temples nearly forsaken— and the sa- 
crra solemnities long ago mtemipted.' See Pliny's 
Letters, letter x. page 97. 
- 11 ' We ar^ but of yesterday, and yet fill all 
that you call yours— your cities, idands, forts, 
towns, assemblies, camps, wards, divisions, pa- 
lace, senate, courts. Nothiw remains to you 
but your temples alone^— ^\^thout taking up 
arms, or rising in rebdliou^ but merely by a dia- 
agreement in sentiment, |uad separating ourselves 
from you, we could^ contend against you. The 
loss of so many citisipens woula overthrow your 
dominion. Our abandoning you would constitute 
jour punii^ment' See TertuUian's Apologyt 
cbap. xxxvii. 
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go«pel only triumph thud within the boundaries 
of the Rmnan empire ; for long before Textiillian 
was bom, Justin Martyr, in his Dialogue ^ith 
Trypho the Jew, which seems to have been writ- 
ten not much, above 100 years after Christ^ death, 
declares, ** that there was no nation of men, 
whether Greeks or Barbarians, not excepting 
those savages, that wandered in clans fhnn one 
rc^on to another, and had no fixed habitation, 
who had not leaxnt to offer prayers and thanks^ 
givings to the Father and Maker of all, in the 
xuune of Jesus who was crucified."*)] 

Now, how can we account for such a scene as 
this, but by saying, that the hand ci the Lord 
was with the first preachers of the gospel, and 
therefore such miiltitndes believed, and turned 
unto the Lord ?f How had it been possible, 
that so small a fountain should presently have 

* ' For> ujpon the whcde, there is no race dt 
men, whether Barbarian or Greek, or by what- 
ever name they are called, whether stationary 
and cultivators of the ground, or dwelling in, 
tenta and fieeders of cattle, among whom prayers 
and thanksgivings are offered to the Father and 
Creator of ali things, in the name of the crucified 
Jesus/ See Justin Martyr^s Apoiogf, page 388^ 
in Thirlbius edition* 

1 
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swelled into a mighty river, and even have 
covered the &ce of the earth, -had it not sprung 
ftom the sanctuary of God, and been rendered 
thus triuitiphant by his Almi^ty arm ? 

Had this new religion, so directly contrary to 
all the -prejudices of education, been contrived to 
sooth men's vices, to assert their errors, totlefend 
their superstitions, or to promote their secular 
interests, we might easily have accounted for its 
prevalence m the world. Had its preachers been 
very profound {^ikMoj^ers, or polite and fiishion* 
able orators, many might have been charmed, at 
least for a while, to follow them-; or had the 
princes and potentates of the earth dedared thenu 
selves its patrons, and armed their legions for 
its defence and pn:4)agatioh,' multitudes might 
have been terrified into, the prdfession, though 
not a soul could )>y ^och means have been ration- 
ally persuaded to the belief of it But without 
some such advantages as these, we can hardly 
conceive, how any new religion should so 
Btrangely prevail ; even though it luid cuept ^to 
the world in its darkest ages, and most barbarous 
countries, and though it had been gradually pro- 
posed in the most artful manner, with the finest 
rc3 industriously drawn ovdr every part, which 
BoJght at first have given disgaBfct^ xSae^^^^bc^^^. 
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Bi|t y<m weD know, that the very reverse of 
all this wtis the case here. You know, from the 
apparent constitution (^-Christianity, that the 
lusts and errors, the- superstitions and interests 
of carnal men, would immediately rise up against 
it as a most irrecondleable enemy. You know, 
that the learning and wit of the Grreeks and the 
Romans,* were early employed to oveittear and 
ridicule it. You know, that as all the herd of 
heathen deities were to be discarded^ the priests, 
who subsisted on that craft, must in interest find 
themselves obliged to oppose it You know, that 
the princes of the earth drew their swords against 
it, and armed torments and death for the destruc- 
tion df! its followers. And yet you see, that it 
triumphed over aU, though published in s^gitB^, 
and places, of the greatest learning and refine^ 
ment ; and proposed, not in an ornamental and 
artificial maimer, but with the utmost plainness ; 
the doctrines of the cross being always avowed as 
its grand ftmdamentals, though so notorious a 
stumbling-block both to Jews and Gentiles;* 
[[and the absolute necessity, not only of embrac- 
ing Christianity, but also, of^ renouncing all idol 
worship, being insisted on immediately and in 

• 1 Cor. i. 23. 
I 2 
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the strongest terms^ though it must make the 
gospel appear the most singular and unso(ial;>le 
religion that had ever been taught in the world.]] 

Had one of the wits, or politicians of these 
€iges, seen the apostles^ and a few other plain 
men, who had been educated aminigst the lowest 
of the people^ as most of the first ^teachers of 
Christianity were, going out armed with nothing 
but faith, truth, and goodness, to encounter the 
power of princes, the bigotry of priests, the 
learning of philosophers, the rage of the populace, 
and the prejudices of all— how would he have 
derided the attempt, and said, with Sanballat, 
what will these feeble Jews do ?* But had he seen 
the event, surely he must have owned, with the 
Egyptian magi, in a far less illustrious miracle, 
that it was the finger of God,t and might justly 
have fallen on his face, even amongst those whom 
he had insulted, with an humbk acknowledg- 
ment that God was in them of a truth4 

I might hkre farther urge *' those miracles^ 
which were wrought in confirmation of the Chris- 
tian-doctrine^ for a considerable time after the 
death of the apostles." 

■ I I I 1 1 1 I " ■ ■ 

♦ Neh. iv. 2. t Exod. viii. 19. 

J iCor xiv. %5. 
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The most signal aiid best attested of these> 
was dispossession of devils : whom God seems to 
have pennitted to rage with an unusual violence 
about those times^ that his Son's triumph over 
them might be so much the more remarkable^ and 
that the old serpent might be taken in his own 
craftiness. I doubt not but many^of you l\ave 
heard^ that more than two hundred years afler 
the death of Christy some of the most celebrated , 
defenders of the gospel^ which the church has in 
any age produced^ I mean Tertullian^* and 
Minutius Fttlix,t do' not only challenge any of 
their heathen enemies and persecutors, to bring 
them a demoniac^ engaging at the hazard of their 
lives^ to oblige the evil spirit^ in the name^ and 
by the ailthority of Christ> to quit his possessitms ; 
but do also vp^pesl to it^ as a fitct publicly known^ 
that those who were agitated by such spirits stood 
terrified and amazed in the presence of a Chris- 
tian^ and that their pretended gods were com- 
pelled then to confess themselves devils. 

I wJBve the testimonies (^ some later writers of 
the Christian diurdi^ lest the credulity of their 
temper^ joined with the circumstances attending 

* Tertul, Apolog. cap. xx\\. 
t Mitmt. Fad. cap. xx\\. 
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some of the facts they record^ should fiutikh out 
<>bjections against their testimony ; though I think 
we cannot^ without great injustice to the character 
of the learned and pious Augustin^ siispect the 
truth of some amazing facts of this kind^ which 
he has attested, as of his own personal and cer- 
tain knowledge.* 

Nor must I, on this occa8i<»), forget to men« 
tion the accomplishment of several prophecies, 
recorded " in the New Testament/' as a farther 
confirmation given by God to the gospel. , 

The most eminent and single instance under 
this head, is that of our Lord's prediction con- 
cerning the destruction of Jerusalem, as it is 
recorded by St. Matthew in his twenty-fourth 
chapter. The tragical history oi it is most dr- 
csmstantially described by Josephus, a Jewish 
priest, who was an eye-witness of it ; and the 
description he has given of, this sad calamity, so 
«xactly corresponds to the prophecy, that one 
would have thought, had we not knowti the con- 
trary, that it had been written by a Christian on 
purpose to illustrate it : £[and one can never ad- 
mire that series of amazing providences, by 
ii^'hich the author was jM^served from the most 



Augustin^.it Ctvif. Dct» Vb, "«5L cw^ %• 
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unminent danger^ thats he might leave us that 
invaluable treasure which his writings contain.* 

We have no need of any farther evidence^ than 
we find in him^ of the exact accomplishment of 
what was prophecied concerning the destruction 
of Jerusalem : but our Lord had also foretold the 
long continued desolation d their temple ;t and 
I cannot forbear reminding you of the awful sanc- 
tion that was given to that part of the prediction : 
for it is well known^ that a heathen historian has 
assur^ us, that when Julian the apostate, in the 
deliberate contempt of that prediction, solemnly 
aild resolutely undertook to rebuild it, his impious 
design was miraculously frustrated again and 
again, and the workmen consumed by globes of 
fire, which broke out from the foundations.^:]] 



* Joseph. Bell. Jud. lib. iii. cap. 8. 

+ Matt, xxiii. 38. xxiv, 2. 

i * When, therefore, Aljrpius was resolutely 
pushing forward the work, and was assisted l^ 
the governor of the province, tremendous globes 
of fire bursting forth frequently near the founda- 
tion, rendered the place inaccessible to the work- 
men, who at different times were consumed by 
them. The element of ^re driving them away 
by an obstinate fatality, in this manner, the work 
ceased." See Ammianus Marcellinus, book xxLiu 
near the bej;xnning. I tMnk oiv<e xokx^gox «i^^ 



104 ON THE SYIDENCES 

The predictioii of St Paul concerning the man 
of sin, and the apostacy of the later times^* is 
^so well worthy of our remark. And thou^ a 
great deal of the book of Revektian be still con- 
cealed under a dark veil ; yet the diviaon of the 
Bomaa empire into ten kingdoms, the usurps 
tion, persecutions, and idolatry of the Romish 
church, and the long duration a£ the papal power, 
with several other extraordinary events which no 
human prudence could have foreseen, and whidi 
have happened long since the pul[)lication of that 
book, are so clearly foretold there, that I cannot 
but look on that part of scripture as an invaluable 
treasure ;t and think it not at sSl improbable, 
that the more visible accomplishment of some of 



the author to have been a heathen, from thicToold 
way of telling a stor^ so glorious to Christianity : 
" tne element repelling them by a kind of obsti- 
nate fatality." The learned reader will easily ob- 
serve with how different an air Socrates (His. lib. 
iii. cap. 20.) and Sozamen (HisL lib. v. cap. 22.) 
recount, and most reasonabW triumph in it]] 

• 2 Thess. iii. S— 12. 1 Tim. iv. 1— S. 

t P can with great pleasure refer my reader to 

the learned commentary on this book lately pub- 

Bahed by the Reverend Sir. Lowman ; firom which 

I h^ve received more satis&ction, with respect to 

jauuijr of its difficulties, than I ever found dse- 

^iere, orcixpected to have found at fl&r\ 
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its other propheries may be a great means of 
reviving the Christian cause, which is at present 
80 much on the decline.* 

** The preservation of the Jews as a distinct 
people/' is another particular under this head^ 
which well deserves our attentive regard. 

It is plain they are vastly numerous, notwith- 
standing all the slaughter and destruction of this 
peq>le, in former, and in later ages. They are 
dispersed in various most distant nations, and 
particularly in these parts of the world where 
Christianity is professed: and though they are 
exposed to great hatred and contempt, on account 
of their different faith, and in most places sub- 
jected to dvil incapacities, if not to unchristian 
severities ; yet they are still most obstinately 
tenacious of their religion : which is the more 
-wonderful, as their &thers were so prone to 
apostatize from it ; and as most of them seem to 
be utter strangers, either to piety, cr humanity, 
and pour out the greatest contempt on the moral 
precepts of their own law, while they are so at- 

>. ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - 

W ' Hence there is with us an assured confi- 
dence of future events, because contained in pre- 
dictions, some of which have already been ful- 
filled, and others daily vcn^Vn|^ vcv ^-aRX* ''^i'^- 
TertulUan'g Apology, chap, x&. 
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tached to the ceremonial institutums of it^ trouble-^ 
some and inconvenient as they are. Now^ seri- 
ously reflect^ what an evident hacnd of providence 
is here ; that by their dispersi<M(i> {ureservation^ 
and adherence to their religion^ -it should come to 
pass^ that Christians should daily see the aecmn* 
plishment of many remarlqible prophecies con- 
cerning this people ;* and that we should always 
have amongst us such.a crowd o£ unexceptionable 
witnesses to the truth of those ancient Hebrew 
records^ on which so much of the evidence of the 
gospel depends : records which.are jooany of them 
so full to the purpose £or wbich we allege them» 
that (a» a celebrated writer very well ob8erves)t 
^' had the whole body o£ the Jewish nation been 
converted to Christianity, men would certainly 
have thought they had been forged by Christians, 
said have looked wpoa them, with the jHxqphe* 
cies of the Sybils, as made many years after the 
events they pretend to foreteL"^^ And to add no 
more here, the preservation a£ the Jews as a dis- 



* [[This important thought is most excellently 
illustrated in that incompiurable old bods of Dr. 
Jacksmi's, called The Eternal Truth of the Scrip, 
tures, &c. especially book L part L sect iii. chapi 
JO — 1 3. The whole of the section is very curious.]] 

f Spectat vol. vii. No, 495* 
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tinct peofde evidentjj leaves loom for the acomi- 
plifihment of thoae Old and New Testament pro- 
muesy* whidi rdbtte to their natioiud conversioa 
and restoratioR; whereas, that would be impossi- 
ble in itself, or. at least be impossible to be 
known, if they were promiscuously blended with 
other people. On.the whole^ it is such a scene 
in the conduct of providence, as I am wdl assured 
Cannot be pazaUsled in the history of any other 
nation on earth, and affiirds a most obvious an^ 
important argument in finrour of the gospel. 

TKus has Christianity been fiuthcr conftmed, 
since its first publication," by what God has done 
to establish it. It only remains, tiiat we consider^ 

^2.) What confirmation it receives, "/fyom the 
methods which its enemies have taken to 
destroy it." 

And these have generally been, either persecu^ 



^ Deut xxx. S— 5. Isa. xxvii. 12,' 13. xlv. 17. 
^dix. 6. liv. lix. 20, 21. Ix. IxL bdi. Ixv. Ixvi Jer. 
xxiiL 5, 6. XXX. 8— *24'. xxxi. SI— -40. 1> 4, 5. 
Ezck. xi. 17—20. 34—44. xxxiv. 1 1 — 31., xxxvi. 
2 1—38. xxxvii. 21, 28. Hos. i. 10, 1 1. ii. 14—23. 
ilL 4, 5, Joel iii. Amos ix. 11 — 16. Obad. 17 
— 21. Mic viL 14-*^0. Zech. viiL 7— ^S. x. 
6—12. xii. 10. xiv. 9— «!• ^^«Btt. il. StV— 'JfV 
^Cka-.uL Id. 
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tion, or falsehood^ or cavilling at some pardcolsrs 
in the revelation, without entering into the grand 
argument on which it is built, and fairly debating 
what is ofiered in its defence. Now, who would 
not think the better of a caulBe for bising thus at* 
tacked ? 

At first you know, that the professors, and 
especially the preachers of the gospel, were se- 
verely persecuted. In every city, bonds and 
imprisonments awaited thenuf As soon as ever 
the apostles began to preach Jesus and his resuiv 
recti^n, the Jewish rulers laid hold on them ; and 
having confined and scourged thern^ strictly pro- 
hibited their speaking any inore in that name;t 
A little while after Stephen was murdered ;X and 
afterwards James, || and someother of the apos- 
ties. Now, certainly such a conduct did evi- 
dently show a consciousness, that they were not 
able to answor the ajxistles, and to support their 
own cause by the fair methods of reaspn and 
argument ; to which, so far as the history informs 
us, they made no pretence ; but attempted to 
bear them down by dint of authority, and to si* 
lence them by brutal force. 



* Acta XX. 2S t Acts iv. 1 7. v. 40. 

J: Acts vu. 58. \\KsXaixi.^. 

S 
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' Th^ time -would fidl me, should I attempt 
pertucniorly to ihoir how these murighteous 
tnethodi were {mimied in suooeeding ages, und 
distant ooontries. The savage cruelties of Nero 
to these innooent and holy men were watch, «• 
raised the pity even ci thehr enemies :* yet this 
was one of the least extensive and destructive of 
the ten general perseciitionsy whidb arose in the 
Soman empire, besides sev^^ others in the 
neighbourkig countries, «f which ecclesiastical 
history informs us. 

These eariy enemies of the gospel added false** 
hood and slanders to their inhumanities. They 
endeavoured to murder the reputations <»f the 
Cluristians, as wdl as their persons, and werenc^ 
ashamed Ifo lepresent them sb hsten of the 
wbok human species,t for no imaginal^e reason, 
but iMcause diey would not associate themselves 
ki tMbr idolatrous worship, but with Mgawl to 



* [[This a haughty asid cruel enemy confesses, 
#ven while he blasphemes the religion of these 
jloriows ixmfessors i'^*^ Although persons truilty 
nddelerving the .em«.t pimi^ZnTyet com. 
passion was ezdted." See Tacitus Annals, book 
1LV. sect 44.]] 

t ^ They wew eonivicted of hatoed. tA thft Vsic- 
.iBumiaoK.' See Tactttts as \>efoce, 

K 
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charity 'aad truths weie 8tro|igIy..beAriBg tlieir 
testimony i^auistjt ;*^ nay> they charged them 
. with human sacriiiGes,. inpestit. idolatry^ and all 
the Crimea for which thema^bresand their fpoliali 
gods were indeed justly detestable; but from 
which the Christians knew how to vindicate 
themselves, highly to their ^wn hioiiour, and to 
the everlasting reproach <^ these malignant and 
pestilent accusers i and they have nol failed to 
do it in many noUe apologies, which, through 
the divine providence, ai^ transmitted to us, and 
are incomparably the most valuable of any an- 
dent uninspired writings. 

Such were the in&moua and scandalous me« 
thods, by which the gosp^ was opposed in the 
earliest ages of the church ; and I cannot Horbeut 
adding, " that the measures more lately taken Xq 
subvert it, especially amongst ouirsdves, seonta 
merathertor^ectagkryupiKiit.'' Itsunhappy 



* [[This matter is set in the clearest and most 
beautiful b'^t by the sagacious Mr, Warburton« 
in his Divme Legalicm of Moses, (vol. i pefie 
S92-— S95.) to whose labours the leanied am the 
Christian world are indebted beyond expresaian» 
for as great a number of original thought? as ar# 
perhaps any wheire to be tomA in an aqW ccaoc 
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fMUiiea hoiVe been'told^ 'again and agaiii, tiluit 
we put the proof of it ion plain fact. They them* 
aelves do not, and cannot deny^ that it prevailed 
early in tiie world, as we have shown at large. 
There must have been seme man, or body of 
men, who first intxtxiuced it: they generally 
confess, that Christ and his iipostles were the 
persons : and thete aposdes (on whose testimony 
what we know of Christ diiefly depends) must 
htLve been eftdiusiasts, br impostors, if their tes* 
timony was fidse. Now, which of these schemes 
Win the unbeliever take ? It seems that the deists 
«f die present age fix on neither, as being secretly 

• 

eohscious they can support neither : they cohtent 
Aemadves with caviBing at stote circumstances 
iCtendingf the revelaltion, without daring to 
^Ooounter its graid evidence ;'f. e. they have been 
laborioittly attempting to prove it '' to be impro- 
-bable or absurd, to iMiprpose that to have been^ 
which never^lesa j^ainly appears to have been 
fact" One most weiEikly and sophistically pre« 
tends to prove, in defiance of the common sense 
of mankittd, ^at the l^;iit of nature is a perfect 
rule, and, therefore,, that aO revelation is need- 
less, and indeed impossible. Anotlier disguises 
the mirades of Christ by ftlse scnd^ocX^ ^t^^t^ 
tffiKbtfJdns of them, and tiben •e\,i\»XQS«dS.\» i>^ 

K 2 
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cule them as idle taleti. And a thM takes « 
great deal of fruitlew pains to show that some 
^!<Dphecies referred to iii the New Testament are 
eapable of another aense^ different &om that in 
which the apostles have taken them. Tbede 
things have been set in a very artful and &&»- 
cious light by perscms^ whose names will be per- 
haps transmitted to posterity, with .the infamoua 
glory 1^ having been leadera in the cause of in^ 
delity ; but not a man of them undertakes di- 
rectly to answer, what has been said to ascertain 
the grand fiict Nay, they generally take no mcHfje 
notice of the positive evidence by which, it is even 
demonstrated, than if they had never. heard it 
pressed ; though they cavil at inddental pMK 
sages in those books, m which it is most deadly 
stated And as.fop what they have urged* theugh 
perhaps some, who were before weevy <i|f CSuis- 
tianity, may have taken o9caaioQ from their writ- 
ings to reject it; and others, for wapt of coiisulfr- 
ing the answers to them, may have been unwarihjr 
insnared ; yet the examination of these pointa has 
been greatly to the honour and vindicatioki d th^ 
truth, which seems, on this occaaien, to have 
.been set in a clearer and stronger l%bt than evei;, 
j9t letutt in these later ages* ^ 

The cause of Chnsllasut} >a& e^^^ 



by debute, and the gospel comes like fine gdd 
out of the fbmace, 'which, the more it is tried, 
the more it is approved. I own, the defenders 
of the gospel have appeared with very difFetient 
ilegree^ of ability for the work ; nor could it b* 
otherwise ammigst sudi numbers of thetn : but 
m the whole, though the plitrons of infidelity 
iiaye been masters of sonie wit, humour, Aid* ad« 
dress, as well as of a moderate shar^<if learnings 
and generally mudi more dian a moderate share 
of assurance ; yet so great is the fbrce of trtfth, 
tiiat (unless we may except those writers, who 
have unluqypily criled for the aid of the civil 
magistrate in the controversy) I cannot recollect 
that I have seen any defence of the gospd whidsi 
has not, on the whole, been sufficient to establidi 
it, notwithstanding ail the sc^jfdiistical arguments 
of its most subtle antagonists. 

[^This is an observation, whidi Is continiMlly 
gaining new strength, as new assaults ape made 
upon the goqpel. And I cannot forbear saying, 
that, as if it were by a kind of judicial infatua* 
turn, some who have distinguished themselves in 
the wzetdbed cause of inndelity, have been per- 
mitted to fidl into such gross misrepresentations, 
««di aenseless TftconsistenceS)' aaa& «a<c3ck^'«&s^S^ 

k s 
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falsehoods^* and, in a word^ into tuch a van<Hif 
and malignant superfljii^ of naughtiness ; that; to 
a wise and pious mind/tb^ must appear ]ikf 
those venomous creatures^ whiph are said to carry 
«n antidote in their bowels against their own poi- 
son* A virtuous and well-l»red deist must turn 
away from some modem pieces of this kind with 
jseom and abhorrence^ and a, Christian might al- 
most be tempted to wish^ that the books^ with 
ldl their scandals about theoiy might be trans- 
mitted to posterity, lest when they come to live 
like the writings of some of the aiicient heathens, 
only in tho« of their ki^ ax^ pau. «u,werers, 
it should hardly be credited, that ever the enemies 
of the gospel in such an enlightened age, should 
be capable of so much impiety and fpUy.]} 

Thus I have given you a brief view of the 
chief arguments in proof , of Christianity ; and the 
sum of the whole is this. 

The gospel is probable in theory ; as, consider* 



* [^I mention not here that mean buffoonery 
and scurrility, that industrious, though awkward, 
disguise, and monstrous mixture of the sceptic 
and dogmatist, which the learned and ingemous 
Mr. Warburton has animadverted up<m with such 
Justice and spirit, in his fine dedication to thji» 
i>ivine Legation of Moses BemonsiXc8X<^r\ 
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.ing-tbe. nature of God, ai^ the circum^ances of 
Diankind^ there was reason to hope aireyelatum 
might be given ; and if any were ,gLven^ ,we 
should naturally apprehend its internal evidence 
would be Buch^ as that of the gospel is, and its 
external such as it is said to be. But it is . also 
true, in fact; fbr Chnstianity was early pro- 
fessed, as it was first introduced by Jesus of 
Nazareth, whose life and doctrines were publish- 
ed by his immediate attendants ; whose books are 
preserved still in their original language; and in 
the main are ^EuthfuDy translated into our own .: 
80 that the books df . the New Testament now in 
•your hands may .be idqpended upon, us writ^kein 
,by the persons whose' names^ they bear. And 

admitting this, th0 truth of the gospel follows by 
H train of very easy consequences ; for the authors 
certainly knew the, truth of the facts they relate ; 
and, considering what appears of their character 
and circumstances, we can never believe they^ 
would have attempted to deceive us ; or, if they 
.had, th^ could not have gained credit in the 
world; yet they .did gain it in a remarkable mai^ 
ner; there&re the &ct9 they attested are true. 
And the truth of the gospel evidently follows 
fixim the certainty of those {acts, «& ^tc^^^^sc^ 
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firmed by what has haj^Mied in the would akict 

* 

the first piiblicaition of it 

I ^all conclude what I have to say on this 
adtgect, withafew wordsby wayofreAeetion. 

1. Let us gratefiilly admowledge the divine 
goodness in fitvourinff ua with so excellent f 
revelation^ and con&ning it to us by such 
an ample evidence. 

We should be daily adoring the God of nature, 
for lighting iqp the sun, Uiat glorious though 
imper fe ct image of his own unappxMchable lu»* 
Ire ; md appointuig it to gild the earth with its 
various niys> to dieer iu with its benign influ* 
ences, and to guide and direct us. In our journeys, 
and our Habonrs. But how ineompMunbly more 
valuable is that day qpring firom on h^ which 
has visited ns, that sun of irighteouAiess, wlndi 
is risen upon us, to gtv»Kght to them that sit in 
darkness, and in die shadow of death, and tn 
guide our feet into the way <rf peace?* Oh! 
Christians, (f(M» I now aildress myself to you, 
wiiose eyes s^ so haj^y as indtfsd to see, and 
your ears as to hear)t what teaaon liave you fdr 






or CflBISTIANITT. 117 

daily and hourly praue! nrhen your mindg are 
delighted with conteihplating the riches of gospel 
gnce*— when you view with wonder and joy th€ 
harmonious contrivanc^'Of our redemption— when 
you feel the burden .o£ yoar guilt removed^ the 
•freedom of your addiess-to>the thrcme of grace 
encouraged^ and ao^. the prospect of a fair inheri- 
tance of eternal gloky opening upon you ; then^ 
in the pleasing triins^ort of your souls, borrow 
the jpyful anthem of the Psalmiist, and say with 
the humblest gnitittid^ and self-resignation, God 
18 the Lord, who hath given us light ; bind the 
incrifide with cords, even to the.homs of the 
altar.* Adore God, who first commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, that by the dis« 
'coveries of his word and thle operations of hii 
-Spirit, he has shined in your hearts, to give you 
[the knowledge of his glory, as reflected firom the 
Ikceof his S<MLt Ijet us all adore him, that 
tiik revelation hath reached us, who live in an 
age and country so. distant firom that in which it 
first speared ; while there are to this day^ not 
-JKily dark comers, but regions of the earth whidi 
'are fUll of the habitations of idolatry and cnielty4 

*■ , - I 

• Psal. CKviii 27- • "V St C«t/\N * ^* 

. :|: PaaL Ixm. ao. 
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Let me here particularly addresa mjself t» 
those, whose education and circumstances of life 
liave given them opportunities of a fuller mqniry 
hito the state of those ancient or modem nationa, 
that have been left merely to the light of una»- 
sisted reascm ; even to you, sirs, who are ao* 
qniunted with the htttory of their gods, the ritea 
of their priests, the tales, and even the hymns of 
their poeto, (tlu)Be beautiM trifles ;) nay, I wiH 
add, die reasonmgs of their sagest philosqpherst, 
all the precarious, and all the erroneous diin^i 
they have said, where rdi g^on and immortalitj 
art boncenied.* I have aometimes diougfat, dwt 



* The great author I have heSore mentic 
has shown in a most convincing manner, that the 
whole body of the Greek {rfiilosophers disbelieved 
the doctrine of future rewards and punishments, 
though they popularly taught it as necessary to 
aocie^ ; and hdd no other immortality of ^ 

-soul, than what was the result of a moat atheistical 
notion, (modemly known by the name of Spino- 
zism) that the universe was God : see Dr. War* 
burton's Divine Legation. of Moses, book iii. sect 
^, Sy 4. Which rarely is one of the strongest 
proofs i^the need of a revelation, that the world 
evier saw, and the most affecting comment on the 
words of tlie learned apostle, 1 Cor* L 21. Tha 
world by wiadom knew not God ; bat woft^ing 

themselves to bo wise, they btcaema fwA* ^ftm^ 
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, Ood fftTt to some of tbe most celetotted pagMi 
wnten that unoomnxm share of geiliiis and elo- 
fiMooe« that they iit%bt, as it were, by their art 
emhalni the rnqostera of antiquity : that so suo« 
ceeding ages mi^t see in a more affecting ^iev 
than we could odierwise have d<me, how weak 
the human mind is in its best estate^ and the 
need, which the greatest, $a well 9a the meanest 
of mankind have, of being taught by a reve)atioii 
ftom above. Permit me to remind you, that 
whfle you are daily conversing with such monu- 
ments as these, (as I know some of you are) and 
are also survejring the evidences of Ch|ristianity» 
in a larger, and more distinct view, are under 
peculiar obligati<His> to be very thankful for dit 
gospel yourselves, as well as to ocmipasMODate the 
case of those, to whom it has never been oSatedf 
or by whom it is slighted. And this leads me to 
another reflection : 

(2«) What reason have we to pity those, who 
reject this glorious gospel, even when they 
have opportunities of inquirinir into its 

Sudi undoubtedly there are in our own age 
and nation; and surely we should aometiia^ 
heitow M oompassiooato thoui^t u^goa^Qctfsss^^ «ss^ 
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lift up an bumble prayer for them ; if God per« 
adventure will give tbem repentance to tbe ao- 
knowledging of tbe truth ; that they may recover 
themselves out of t^ snare of the devil> who are 
iiow led captive by him at- his pleasure.* We 
should pity heatbens and Mahometans, under 
their darkness and errors i but bow much more 
deplorable is tbe case of these, who^ though they 
dwell in EmanuerB land, and in the valley of 
vision, turn it into the valley of the shadow of 
death, by closing their eyea against so bright a 
lustre, and stepping tbeuf ears against the voice 
of the charmer ?t They are indeed, ' in their own 
conceit, the only people, iuid wisdom will die 
with them ; j: so that to be sure, they will scorn 
our pity: but who can forbear it? Is there a 
more melancholy thought than this, that the Son 
ciG&d should have done so much to introduce 
and establish the gospel, and his Spirit so much 
to perpetuate and increase its evidence^ and that, 
after all, it should be contemptuously despised, 
even by creatures -who are perishing without it ? 
That the blessed Jesus, instead of being received 
with open arms as the great deliverer, should 

*2TmLU.25, 26, t PsaL hriiL 4, 5. 

tJoibl&iU 
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eitbor be treated as an empty name ; or if ao»' 
knowledged to be a real person^ sbonld tben be' 
represented as a visionary enthusiast^ or a wicked- 
ilDpostor ; for there is no otber alternative f And' 
this^ not only, (thoagh I believe, most frequent^ 
ly) by men of profligate and abandoned lives,* 
but sometimes by persons of external morality 
and decency, of great humanity and sweetness at 
ieraper, (for such I know are to be found 
lunongst them) as well as men of wit and genius, 
of politeness and learning, of human prudence 
and experience in afiairs. I may also add, that it 
is the case of some, who were the chOdren of 
pious parents, who were trained;up in religious 
exercises, who once discovered serious impres*' 
•ions and gave very encouraging hopes. Alas ! 
whither .are they fiiUen ! and whither have we 
reason to fear they will at length fall ! how shall 
we shelter those, that were once our brethren, 
that are, perhaps, still oiur fHends, from the 
awful sentence, which the gospel denounced 
against all that reject it, without any exception ? 
As' to the wretches, that add msult and derision 
to their infidelity, I tremble to think of that load 
of guilt, which they are bringing on themselves, 
and how near they approach to tlhe txts^ws^oc^ai^^ 
sio; if they bare not abeaAy cottucm^^^*^ ^^=* 
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the rest, who behare in a more modest and sobef 
manner^ it willf no doubti be a very difficult task 
to convince them ; and so mudi the rather, aa 
aome of them, by too easy a transition, have re« 
nounced many of the most importsnt principles 
cf natural religiAi, nay, I might add, even the, 
whole of it, together with the Christian revela« 
tion. But the influences of divine grace are 
almigfa^; let us recommend them to these, and 
omit no other pniper method, either of recover* 
ang diose who are already seduced, or at least of 
securing diose who are not 3ret infect^, but may 
be (as most of the youth are, especially in the 
most populous places), in imminent danger of the 
contagion* To this end let me adc^ 

S. How reasonable is It,, that Christians abotuld 
form a fiuniliar acquaintance with the great 
' .evideiices of our own common fiuth ! 

It is what we so apparent!;^ owe to the honour 
of Grod, to the interest of Christ, to the peace of 
our own souls, and the edification of others, that 
I hope I n^ not mge it at large; especially con-, 
sidering what was said in the introducticHi to 
these discourses. Inconsequenoeof all, letitbe 
jraur care to make the Evidences of Christianily 
00 9ubj9Qt of jwir. tadouii x A wft w aa^ vdA^ ^ 
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If 

ymtf fieqaent convene: especiallj study your 
Bibles^ where there are such marks of truth and 
divinity to be found, that I believe, few that 
jhave familiarly known them, and have had a 
relish for them, were ever brought to make ship- 
wreck of the faith as it is in Jesus. Above all, 
let it be your care to act on the rules which lure' 
here Imd down ; and then, you wiU find your 
fiiith growing in a happy proportkNa, and w31 
€Xpenenoe the trutli of our Savioui^s decharation« 
«urt if any man wffl ntsolutely and ftkhfUly do 
Ilis will, he -shall know of the Christian doetrime 
WhefheritbeofGod.^ I verily believe^ k is te 
^imrilyofitsjpreoqols, which lies at the bottom <if 
mosttoien'scqppositiontoit; <»r a natural pridbaf 
kealt, which gives them an aversion to so hum« 
bling a scheme; or a f<md aflfiectatkm of seeming 
•wiser than others, in rejecting what most of thdr 
nrighbours do at least profess to believe. ^When 
these unhappy prejudices and conceptions vst bjr 
divine grace conquered and rooted out, the evi« 
dence of truth will daily appear with an increas* 
'ing lustre; as the light of the sun does, to an 
eye recovering from a film, with whidi it had 
!be«n overgrown, and which before had veiled it 
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with midiiiglit in the midst of noon. Onoe 
more^ 

4. How solicitous should we be to embrace and 
obey that gospel^ which comesattended with 
such abundant evidences ! ^ 

I may undoubtedly address myself to most of 

yoU;» my fiiends^ and say/ as Paul did to King 

.'Agrippa^ believest thou the prophets/ and I 

,may add, the evangelists, and^the apostles? Ye% 

<I know that you believe them ; yet let me aitreiit 

and charge you, not to rest here^ but attentively 

'to examine, how &r your hearts are affected, ipod 

'.your lives regulated by such a belief. TheCSuris* 

':tiaii revelation Is a* practical thing ; and it is 

.heard, it is believed, it is professed, and even 

defended in vain, if it be not obeyed. Therefore 

do we so frequently read of obeying the truths 

'and obeying the goqpel, as a matter ^of so great 

impoitance.t 

* Acts xxvi. 2t» 

t Rom, ii. 8. vi, 27* Gal. iii. 1. 2 Thess. i. 8. 

1 Pet. i. 22. iv. 17. To which we may add 

.John iii. ^. where ' Ho ap^thou to hyio,' he 

'.that is disobedient to the Son, is with great prb« 

prie^ opposed to ' Ho pisteuoi^ eis ton hyion,* 

ne taat believeth on the Son. See FamQy £x« 

poaiu^, vol L page l63» nflte (u) 
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' - ttt ftii( gospel^ tlie wratli of Ood ni i«vealed 

ftoni herreh iqgpunst all ungodliness and linrighti^ 

ousness of mien : but it is^revealed with redouMeB 

*tBttW against Aat audacious sinner^' wlio holds 

'the trulli in unr^teonsness.* In thiiB gOBpd, 

ttte Lord Jesus Christ is exallied, both asaPrince 

' shd a SaTiouf ;1* and it is not- with itiipunity^ 

that die im penite n t rebd can reject his yoke, and 

'trample on his Uood: fer if he that desfnsed 

MtMes' law died without mercy, of how much 

aorer pumshment, than etvn a capital execution^ 

nnist they be thought worthy, who have poured 

con tem p t on sudi a Sovereign, and on sudi ^ 

Kedeemer?! 

Oh let it be most seriously and frequently re* 
collected, that diis gospel is th^ touc^^Mone by 
which you are another day to be tried ; the ba- 
'hmce, in whidi an impartial judge will weigh 
yon ; and must, on the whole, prove jrour evei^« 
lasting triumph or your everlasting torment The 
blessed God did not introduce it with sudi solemn 
notice, such high expectation, such pompous 
mirades, such awfiil sanctions, &at men might 
seject, or diriionour it, at pleasure : but it wilL 

1« ^ 
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oertainly be founds to the greatest, and meanest, 

jdt, those that hear it, a savour of life unto life, or 

ra savour of death unto death.* 

Let it therefore be your immediate care, to 
inquire which of these it is like to prove to your 

. souls : since it is so fiur from being a vain thing, 
that it is really your very life«t If it has hitherto 

;been despised, and that blessed Redeemer, in 
whom it so appueoAy c^tres, has been neg^ 
lected ; remember, that all which has been said 
in confirmation of its truth, does but in effect 

iproye, that the hand*writing of God himself is 
set to the sentence of your eternal condemnation. 
Oh therefore allow not yourselves a momentTs 
rest, till you have with humble submission «p« 
plied to his throne, while yet there is hope that 
it may be reversed. 

And as for you, my brethren, who have re« 
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, be exhorted to 
walk in him ;| since it is the design of his gospel 
to teach us, to deny imgodliness and worldly 
|usts, and to live soberly, righteously, and god« 
ly ;|| and this, not only as you have so comfort^ 
able an assurance, that your labour shall not be 

*S Car. ii 16. t Deut xxxii. 47< ' 
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in vain in. the Lord^* but as it will be^ on the 
whole^ the most effectual method you can take in 
your respective stations to promote the gospeL 
If you indeed honour it and love it^ and desire it 
may be propaga^ted in the world, let it be your 
care, not only to defend it by your tongues, but 
to adorn it by your lives : and in the words of 
that great champion in this sacred cause, be 
blameless and harmless, the children of God 
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, shining amongst them as 
lights in the world, and so holding forth the 
word of life ;t and perhaps it may serve, not 
only to entertain their eyes with wonder and 
glory, but to guide their feet into the way of 
peace, and may engage them also to join with 
you in glorifying your Father which is in heaven*! 
Amen ! 



• 1 Cor. XV. 58. t PhiL ii. 15, 16. 

t Matt V. 6. 
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'VrOTHING can he more evident^ tbaa jthat # 
finn and cordial belief of tbe Insp»ation 
of the Sacrxd Scripturc it of the highest mo* 
ment ; not only to the edificntioQ and peace of 
ibe Churo^ but in a great measure to its veiy 
eodstenoe. Foir if this be given up, theauthorii^ 
of the Revelation is ooervated. and its use de^ 
stroyed : the star , which is to direct our cours^ 
ja.doadod ; our compass is broken to pieces ; and 
we are left to mak^ the voyage of life in sad uiw 
certainly, amidst a thousand rodu, and shelve^ 
and quicksands. I hope, therefore, I niayper* 
form a service acceptable to God and my Chris* 
tian brethren, while I endeavour, as plainly and 
as briefly as I can, to place some leading proo6 
of it in a convincing view. And I und^take the 
task more willingly, as hi the preface to the first 
vdume of the Family Expositor, I laid myself 
under an obligation (several years ago) to attempt 
something of this kind, and have often been re« 
minded of it by persons for whom I.havetha 
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I then proposed (o hafkdle the subject in a few 
•emions^ to \je added to. thp^> long 'since pub- 
lished, on the E^dences pPthe GospeL But pn 
a review of that particular, connexion, which the 
aigument I am here to pursue has with the iiia* 
tory of the New Testament, I apprehend^ it 
iDOuld no where appear better than at the end of 
my Exposition on the books which contain it; 
The reader will^ I hope^ recollect^ that in the 
sermons just now mentioned^ I have endeavoured 
to demonstrate the trudi of that history; and 
every jrear convinces me more and more of the 
unanswerable ferte of the evidence there display- 
ed. It is with great pleasure tiiat I reflect on 
the divine blessings vhich hath seemed to attend 
those discourses ; and it is a great enoouragement 
to me to'hbpe^ that what I am now to ofiet may 
be a means of establishing some of my riders in 
that regard to the Sacred Oracles^ which will be 
their best pn»enri«tive against the eirort andthe 
vices of that licentious age in which IVovidence 
hath cast our lot ; whereby our fidelity and our 
zeal are brought to a trial, whidh few ages but 
those of mart3rrdom could have afRorded. 

It will be my business— -first, to state the N»» 
tare of Inspiration in general, and of that kind 
»/% wlucb (as I appiebeniS) w« veeXa laefiM^o^ 
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the Nfaw Testament :— -I shall then prove^ that it 
was undoubtedly written by such Inspiration :-«* 
And, after this, I shall briefly hint at the in- 
fluence, which this unportant truth ought always 
to have upon our temper and conduct ; l^ en<« 
Ibrdng which, I apprehend, I shall take the best 
method %o promote a growing persuasion of the 
truth I am labouring to establish. 

I will only premise, that I do not intend this 
as a full discussion of the subject ; but only, as 
such a compendious view of the chief proofs, as 
may suit the place in which it stands; and as 
mxy, 'firoiai the easiest and plainest principles, 
give rational satisBiction to the minds of common 
Christians; who have not leisure, nor perhaps 
ability, to enter mto dl the niceties of theological 
and Bchdsstical controversy. 

1« I shall state the Nature of Inspiration, and 
ef that kind of it, whic^i we are to ascarihe 
to the New Testament. 

Ih this I shall be more particular, as I qipre^ 
hend, that the want q£ a sufficient accuracy hera 
has occasioned some confusion in the reasoning of 
sevtad worthy persons, who have treated this 
imixcUDt nbjcct mere Urge\y , i^baiv\ TBN.^\dR* 

M 
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allow myself to do. I shall not, however^ critt« 
else on their account of the matter, but plainly 
lay down what seems to me intelligible^ nght, 
and safe. 

By Inspiration in general, I woulct be under* 
stood to mean '^ any supernatural influence of 
God upon the mind of a rational creature/ where- 
by it is formed tb any degree of intellectual im- 
provement, beyond what it wpuld, at that time, 
and in those circumstances, have attained in a 
natural way, that is, by the usual exercise of its 
faculties unassbted by any special divine interpo- 
fiition." Thus, if a man were instantaneously 
enabled to speak a language which he had never 
learned, how possible soever it might have beea 
for him to have obtained an equal readiness in it 
by degrees, I belieye few would scruple to say, 
that he owed his acquaintance with it to a divine 
inspiration. Or, if he gave a true and exact ac« 
count of wlmt was doing at a distance, and pub- 
lished a particular relation of what he neither saw 
nor heard, as some oi the prophets did ; all the 
world would own, (tf the affair were too com* 
plex, and the account too drcumstantial, to be 
the result of a lucky guess) that he must be in<- 
i^ired with the knowledge of it ; though another 
jaccouat, equally €xact, gixeii Isi^ u >g«»Msiv fsoi 
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the spot, would be ascribed to no inspiriation at 
aU. 

But of this supernatiural influence on the minds 
of men, fonning them to such extraordinary in* 
tellectual improvements and abilities, there are 
various sorts and degrees, which it will be of 
importance for us accurately to distinguish from 
each other. 

If a person be discoursing either in wc»rd or 
writing, and God do miraculously watch over his 
mind^ and, however secretly, direct it in such a 
manner, as to keep him more secure from error^ 
in what he speaks or writes^ than he could have 
been merely by the natural exercise of his facul« 
ties^ I should say, he was inspired ; even though 
there should be no extnunrdinary marks of high 
genius in the work ; or even though another per- 
son, with a stronger memory, or relating a fact 
more immediately after it happened, might na- 
turally have recounted it with equal exactness. 
Yet still, if there was in this case any thing mira- 
culous, we must, on the principles above^ allow 
an inspiration ; and I would call this, to distin- 
guish it firom other and higher degrees^ an inspi- 
ration of superintendency. 

If this influence should act in eacK «. d&^^A> ^s^^ 
sbeoluidy to ezdude dl roxiLtvix^ o^ csttstSs^'^ 

M % 
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declaration of^ doctrines or facts 86 superintended, 
we might tiben call it a plenary [superintending 
inspiration; or^ as I would choose for popular 
use to express myself in this discourse, a full in^ 
flpiration. 

Now^ it will from hence foQow, (and I desire 
that It may be seriously attended to) that a book, 
the contents of which are entirely true, may be 
said to be written by a full inspiration, even 
though it contain many things whidi the author 
might have known and recorded merely by the 
use of his natural faculties, if there be others 
which he did not so know, or could not without 
miraculous assistance have so exactly recollected ; 
br if, on th6 whole, a fhsedom horn idl e^rMt 
would not in fact have been fmvad, unless Ood 
had thus superintended or watched over his mind 
«nd pen. And in regard to sudi a pr^uction, it 
would be altogether impertinent and insignificant 
to inquire, how fiat did natural memory or na« 
tnral reason operate, and In what particular facts 
or doctrines did supernatural agency prevail. It 
is enoil^h, if I know, that what the author says 
^r writes is true, though I k^ow not particularly 
how he came by this or tiiat truth : for my obli« 
Ration to receive it arises from its being known 
^!nitb, And2]£itmerdy&omil&\M&x%^KAA^\xifirRu 
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thk at jtbat way. Apd should God miraculously 
assure' me; that any particular wri1;iiig contained 
nothin^.but the truth.j and should he at the same 
time %eXL me, it had been drawn up without any 
miraculous i^ssistance at all^ though I could not 
iheu call it inspired^ I should be. as mucl^h objiiged 
to receive and submit ..to it on its being thus at* 
tested by God, as if ev^ry single word had been 
immediately dictated by^iio. ' 

It will farther follow froin what is said above^ 
that a book may be written by such full Inspir&- 
tioo as I have described,, though, the author 
being left to th^ dioice of his own words^ phrases, 
and manner,* there may be some imperfection in 
the style and method, provided the whole con- 
tents of it • are true ; if the subject be so impor- 
tant, as to make it consistent with the divine 
wisdom miraculously to interpose, to preserve an 
.entire credibility as to the exact truth of facts 
reccarded, and doctrines delivered as divine. If 
indeed God were represented, as declaring such 
a book to be intended by him as an e^^act stand- 

♦ It is very evident, tliat the learned Maimo- 
nides thought this to be the case with regard to 
the prophets; though I think it least of all to be 
apprehended in 8U(£ oracles. See Maivifin M<ir. 
Aap. U)}. a cap. gg. 

M S 
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tad of logic, orstory, or poetry, every appAient 
defect in either would be an mtomal objection 
Jigain6t it. But if it be rejiresented only as in« 
tended to teadi us tncith, in order to its lumng A 
proper influence on our temper and actidnB^ such 
defects would no more warrant or excuse our rt^ 
j^ting its authority^ tiian the want of a ready 
utterance or a musical voice would exeusf ouir 
disregard to a person^ who should bring us oom« 
petent evidoice of his. being a messenger from 
God to us. 

I have been more partiaihr in stating this kind 
of inspiration, because it is that which I shaR 
endeavour to assert to the sacred bodes of th6 
New Testament; and this without any exoeptioii 
4or limitation^ as they came Out of the hluids of 
the apostles ; though I allow it is possible, they 
jmay, in this or that particular copy, and in some 
minuter instances, whidi now perhaps tSlsct til 
our remaining copies, have suffered sometiiing by 
the injuries of time, or die negligence of Iran- 
flcribers, as well as printers: whidh« that they 
have in eome particulars suffered, is as notorious 
A fkct, as that diere is a written or a printed cqpy 
of than in the world ; yet is at tiie sttue time a 
i&r4 «4uch no man ef common sense or honesty 
^Gw jmousJj urge agiaixixli}[im 
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Tbot^ it be the nfun pmt in mj yie^« tQ 
pmv9 thai ^ N(dw Tettament is written under ' 
Aat kind of inapitation whicb I. haif» been ^ 
plaining, I mutt neyerthckfia. b^ ki^ve tomen- 
tion two other U^d^ of .which divines, oftev 
epetk, and whidi do alto in a eonBid^eable de« 
gtee bekn^ to BianypiSrts^fflerqptutey though I 
think it neither ei^pfidient, matarial, nor 8afti> to 
aaaoft that they run Aicoagh the whole of it: I 
mean, an inqpHNitiim of elevation, and of sugg^i* 

*Tht iaaadt (aa ita.nanie phunly intimatea) pre* 
ta3t, where the ftcnltiet, though they aict as in 
m r^pular, and, it seams, a ooBmum manner, are 
nerettheless devated, or raised io some eztraofw 
dinaiy degree^ ao that the petfortnaaoe is iaum 
tmiy sttUime, noble, and pathetic, tbap what 
would have been prodaoed tnerdy by th^ forte 
ofa man's natural genius. As ^or the particular 
dcgreoHjf the divine agency, where there ia in« 
deed something of this in^Mration, periu|M nei^ 
ther the perscm tiiat is uhder it, nor any othar 
oieature, may be .abte confidently to pranounee 
concerning it Periiaps, nothing less penetrating 
than the eye of God himsdf, may be able univen* 
sally to distmgnish tibat narxow U»a> ^l&idbL <SS«« 
$rjde$ what i$ aatund firaia ^\^ ^& tso^^goecafiooiv^ 
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fn all the prbdactions and {)0^er8 of imaginatlbn^ 
i^easohing/ahd laiigiuige/'br'iti the' tffectn and 
'pofwen <xf memory tind&r tlie ^nemer head. It is 
a curiosity^ m the minute peMfeulara of whii^ we 
jure not at all concerned; aa'lt^id the>8ame God; 
irhidh^ wliedict^ natiurally or minieuloimly, work- 
eth all and in all.* Bat if any esccellency in the 
'perf<ninan<^ it^lf can ' speak it to he mdre thaA 
hUman^ productions of tins sort fate to he found 
m scripture ;' and the rank and education of scAne 
of the sacred penmen render the hand of God 
peculittfty conspicuoiis iiithtf suhUmity and lustre 
^ their writings. What the gifts of the Spirit 
may in every age of the Church have done, hy 
operations of this^kind^ we know not And I 
think it- would he presumptuous absolutely to 
^deny/tiiat Gdd might act in some extracnrdinary 
degree on some of the heathen writers, to pro- 
duce those glorious works of a|iti<]uity, whidi 
•have beeii; under the direcdmi of bis providenee, 
'80 efficacious on the one hand to transmit the evi- 
dences of divine revelation^ and oh the other to 
illustrate the necessity of it :. in consequence of 
which J cannot forbear saying by the way, that 
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I think tfaey who are intimatdiy acquainted with 
them, are of all men upon earth the most inex« 
cuaaUe in rejecting Christianity. But our inabi-i 
lity to mark out tJie exact boundaries between 
nature and an extnunrdinary Olivine agency, is 
not mud^ to be regretted ; unce it does^not ap* 
pear to be the design of Providence, by such 
elevations of sentiment, style and manner, by 
any means to bear testimony to the person adorn- 
ed with diem, as a messenger sent to speak in 
his name; which may as effectually be done in 
the jdainest aod simplest foenns of dq^ressionj^ 
witfiout any thing which looks like the 
ings of art, or the|Sparklings of an ^xt 
genius. 

The other, which divines have calledimmediatt 
suggestion, is thehi^est and most extraordinary 
kind of hispiration ; and takes place when the 
use of our Acuities is superseded, and God does 
as it wer& sf^eak directly to the mind ; making 
such discoveri^ to it, as it could not otherwise 
have obtained^ and dictating the very words in 
which these discoveries are to be communicated 
toothers: so that aperson^ in what he writes 
&OBI hence, ;s no other than first the auditor, 
and then (if I may be allowed the ex!9ieB«acL\ ths^ 
jiecretsryof God; as Johu iv^a <£out\iQSKdL^^'^^. 



142 A DISSERTATION ON THE 

Christy when he wrote from his sacred lips the 
seven epistles to the Asiatic churches. And it is« 
no doubt^ to an inspiration of this kind that the 
book of the Revelation owes its originaL 

It is evident from the definitions above, that 
there may be a full superintendency, where nei- 
ther of the latter kinds of Inspiration (of elevation 
or suggestion) take place : but I think we must 
necessarily allow, that an inspiration of sugges- 
tion, so fifr as it goes, must also imply a full 
toperintendency in recording the history of what 
has been seen or heard in any prophetic vision^ 
Vrhen it is necessary to make a report of it. For 
as it W'onld, 6n the one hand, be impious to ima« 
gine, that the blessed God would dictate a fidse- 
hood to any of his creatures ; so neither can we 
suppose it consistent with the divine wisdom^ to 
suffer the prophet, through infirmity, to err in 
delivering a message, with which he had ex- 
pressly charged him ; and which would be given 
in vain, so far as there was a'&ilure in the exact 
delivery of it. 

' Besides the last hook of fhe New Testament, 

I mean the Revelation^ whidi I have already 

mentioned in tiiis view, it teems evident to me 

that eome other parts of it were ^ven by sudi a 

Bttggeatian; seeirig thettatet»iitt»^ Y^*SaR?asKa 
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mtersperaed, and so many mysteries revealed, 
which lay entirely beyond the ken of any human, 
or perhaps angelic mind. But that this is appli- 
caMe to all the history of it, or to all things con- 
tained in its epistolary parts, I choose not to a^ 
eert. For as it cannot be' necessary to its entire 
credibility, (which nothing can more effectually 
secure than a full superintendency) it woujd sub- 
ject us to many difficulties, which have been so 
forcibly urged by others, that it is not necessary 
for me here to repeat them. But I am well as- 
sured, that the a^^Mrent insufficiency of the an- 
swers which have been returned to these objec- 
tions, by some very sincere, but I think, in this 
instance, less judicious de^ders of scripture, 
has led some people to conclude, that the scrip- 
ture was not inspired at all ; as if it had been on 
both sides agreed, that an universal suggestion 
was the only kind of inspiraticm worth contending^ 
about. The consequence of this hath been, thajfc 
such as are dissatisfied with the arguments which 
these defenders of the divine authcnrity of the 
Scripture insist upon, read the scriptures, (if they 
read them at all) not to learn their authentic dic- 
tates, but to try the sentiments contained in them 
by the touchstone of their own reason, and to 
separate what that shall allow to \^ tv^bX» ^^s«^ 
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what it presumptuously concludes to be wrong. 
And this boasted standard has been so yery defec- 
tive^ that GfBL this mistaken notkm they have not 
mily ^rejected many of the most vital truths of 
Christianity^ but even some essential principles 
of natural religion. And Ihus, they have in 
effect annihilated the Christian Revelation^ at the 
very same time that they have acknowledged the 
histcnical truth of the hcta on whidi it is built 
This is the body of men, that have affected to call 
Ihtemselves cautious believers : but their character 
is so admirably well described under that of 
Agrippa, by my honoured friend Dr. Watts^ in 
his little treatise called '^ The Redeemer and 
Sanctifier/' that it may be suiScient here to have 
hinted it thus briefly^ as the reason, why out of 
regard to them as well as oth&ts, I have resumed 
the subject of Inspiration, and endeavoured to 
place it in what I do in my consdence apprehend 
to be both a safe and rational light. 

That I may remedy, so far as God shall enable 
me to do it, the great and destructive evil I have 
just been menticming, and may establish in the 
minds of Christians' a due regard to the sacred 
oracles of eternal truth, I ^laU now proceed to 
efce second part of this dtscoorse : in which 



INSPIRATIOX OP THE NEW TESTAMENT, 14j5 

& I am to shoWj how evidently the full Inspi- 
ration of the New Testanlent, in the sense 
stated above, follows from the acknow- 
ledged truth of the history whi*:h itVoon- 
tains, in all its leading and most important 
facts. 

V 

But before I proceed to the discussion of the 
matter, I must beg leave to observe, that though 
this is what I apP^^^i^^l to be the grand argu- 
ment, and that which may most properly be 
connected with an exposition of the historical 
books, I am very far from slighting those other 
arguments which fall not so directly in my way 
here, * 

I greatly revere the testimony of the primitive 
Christian writers, not only to the real existent 
.of the dacred books in those early ages, but also 
to their divine original : their persuasion of which 
most evidently appears from the veneration with 
which they speak of them, even while miracu- ^ 
lous gifts remained in the church ; and, conse- 
quently, an exact attendance to a written rule 
might seem less absolutely necessary^ and the 
authority of infinrior teachers might approach 
nearer to that of the apostles. I believe every 
candid reader will acknowledge, that nothing cau 
be objected to many strong -^jpsMi^g^VA. Ov«»s2&a 

15 
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Roraanus^ Poly carp, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, 
Theophilus Antiochenus, Clemens Alexandrius, 
Tertullian, Origen, Eusebiuis, and some other 
ancient writers he has mentioned that are now 
lost. It is needless* to produce them here, after 
those valuable specimens of them, which Dr. 
Whitby and Mons. Du Pin have given; and es- 
pecially considering what my learned friend Dr. 
Lardner has with so much industry and accuracy 
of judgment collected on this head, in the second 
part of his credibility of the gospel history. I 
shall therefore content myself with observing 
here, that several of the most learned and consi- 
derable of these ancients speak of this veneration 
for the sacred writings of the New Testament, 
not as the result of their own private judgment, 
but as that in which all the cKurches were unani- 
mously agreed,* 

♦ Thus Origen says (PkUocaL cap. xii. p. 41 .) 

/' That if a man would not confess himself to be 
an infidel, he must admit the inspiration of the 
scriptures." And he elsewhere places the gospels 
in the number of writings " which wei'e received 
as divine by all the churches of God, and were 
the elements, or first principles, of the churches' 
/kith:" jEp iraa'ai^ exxXno'jais 0e» •crEffirsfpeywy uvoti 
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The internal characters of divine inspiratiqn; 
with which every page of the New Testament 
abounds, do also deserve our attentive notice; 
and render the book itself, if considered' as de* 
tached from all external evidences whatsoever, a 
compendious demonstration of its own sacred 
original, and consec^uently of the certainty of 
that religion which it teaches. The excellency oi 
its doctrines, the spirituality and elevation of its 
design, the maje^ and simplicity ^f its style, 
the agreement of its parts in the most imsuspicious 
manner, with its more thail human efficacy on 
the hearts and consciences of men, do all concur 



also lays it down as a. fundamental principle in 
disputing with heretics, " that the truth of doc« 
trines is to be determined by scripture :" For the 
question has evidently the force of a strong nega- 
tion. Aliunde scilicet loaui possunt de rebus jfiaei, 
nisi ex litteris Jidei ? (be prcescript Hterd. cap. 
XV.) — ^And Eusebius quotes a much more ancient 
writer than himself, (Euseh^ Eccles. Hist. lib. v. 
cap. 28.) who calls the scripture, tsrtrEw; «^X^^$ 
x»fof», " the rule of ancient faith ;" and who 
afterwards speaking of heretics, declares, " that 
if they denied the scriptures to be divinely in- 
spired, they were infidels." The expression is 
remarkable ; but having transcribed it in the 
Additional Notes, page 2, No. III. I shall not 
insert it here. 

N Si 
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to give us a very high idea of the New Testa- 
ment : arid I am persuaded^ that the wiser and 
better any man is, and ^the more familiarly he 
converses with these unequalled books, the. more 
will he be struck with this evidence.' But these 
things in the general are better felt than express- 
ed ; and several of the arguments arise^ • not from 
particular passages, but from the general tenor 
of the books ; and, consequently^ they cannot 
be judged of, but by a serious and attentive pe- 
rusal. 

f Dismissing, therefm'e, these topics, not with 
neglect, but with the sincerest expressions of just 
and high veneration, I now proceed to that grand 

. proof of the inspiration of the New Testament^ 
which is derived from the credibility of its leading 

^ facts; which, having so folly illustrated in the 
sermons referred to above, I think I have a just 
title to assume as the foundation of what farther 
reasonings may occur. 

Admitting this great principle, it is undeni- 
ably certain'^That Jesus of Nazareth was a most 
extraordinary person : — ^That after' having been 

. foretold by nlany prophets, in distant periods of 
time, he was'at length, agreeably to the repeated 
declaration of m angel — first to a priest minister- 

ing at the golden altar in lYie \««v^«i \ «sA \5mkv 
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to his mother^ conceived by a virgin of David's 
family*— that his birth was proclaimed by a dioir 
of angels^ who celebrated it in celestial anthems/ 
as the foimdation of peace on earthy and the most 
glorious display of divine benevolence to men :— 
that before his public appearance^ a person greater 
than any of the prophets, and whose birth had 
also been foretold by an angel, was sent to pre- 
pare his Way :— that on his being baptized, he was 
anointed with a wonderful effusion of the Spirit, 
poured down upon him by a visible symbol: and 
that the efficacy of this secret i^ent continually 
residing in him, was appjurent throughout the 
whole txmrse of his ministry ; not only in the un- 
spotted sanctity of his life, amidst a thousand 
most violent temptations, and in the bright assem- 
blage of virtues and graces, which shone in it 
with a lustre before unknown, and since abso- 
lutely unparalleled ; but also in a multitude of 
various works of wonder and mercy, which lie ' 
miraculously wrought on those whose diseases 
were of the most desperate and incurable nature, 
and even on tiie dead, whom that almighty Toice 
of his, which had driven out the fiercest infernal 
spirits, and calmed the rage of tempests, did with 
serene majesty awaken into life, «» ftQi«L4.^\saBc^ 
ter. — It is «l0o on the same £o\3avd^^iow ^sk^iNkk^ 

N 3 
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th^t this iUu9trious ][)er80n> having by tlie malice 
of )ii9 enemies b^eii most wijustly and cruelly put 
to deathj did, on the third day, arise from the 
dead :— ^nd that^ after having given to his disci- 
fies the.mpst abundant proofs of that important 
fact, he at length ascended to heaven gradually 
in their sight; angels appearing tq assure. them, 
he should as visibly descend from thence to the 
universal judgment, the 44i^inistrati<m of whicl> 
he had declared to. be ocHo^mitted to him.' 

I must' freely declare, that, liad I been an 
entire stranger to the sacrefi story, and proceeded 
nq farther in it than ^is, (supposing me firmly 
to have believed all these wonderful things, 
th6ugh delivered in the shortest abstract that 
could have been made of them) I should readily 
have concluded, that this extraordinary person, 
being sent (as it plainly appears from the history 
tb&t he was) with a divine revelation for the be* 
nefit of all nations, and of all ages, had taken 
care to leave some authentic records of the doc* 
trine which he taught. And if I had farther 
found, that he had left no such records written 
by himself, I should naturally have concluded, 
Au|t he took efiectual^ care that some of his'foU 
lowers ithould be enabled to deliver down to pos« 
ferity the system of reUgion -wYieVi^afc \a.\x^\.> \s\ 
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the most accurate maimer; with all such extra- 
ordinary assistance from ' God^ as the na£ure of 
the subject required^ in order to rendering their 
accounts exact. And, I believe, ^very reasoa^' 
able man would draw this inference^: because it 
is very apparent, that the great epd of this vast 
and astonishing apparatus, (far vast and astonish- 
; ing it would appear, if what relates to Jesus alone 
were taken into the survey) must in the nature of 
things be frustrated, if no such records were pro- 
vided : it being morally impossible, that piwriti 
ten tradition should convey a systooa of rejyigicm 
pure and uncorrupted, even to (he nei^t genera* 
tion ; and much more that it should so ccmvey it' 
to the end of time. And it should seem, so &r 
as we can judge, ,by no means worthy the divine 
wisdom to suflTer the good effects c^ such a great 
and noble plan to be lost^ for want of so easy an 
ex;pedient : especially since m^ of the age and 
country in which these things, h&ppenedj were 
not only blessed with the use of letters, but were 
remarkable &r their application to them, and for 
great proficiency in various branches of learning. 
And if 1 should not only bi^ve an abstract of this 
history of Jesus, which I judged credible, but 
should also be so happy as to have tke ^^oraat ^:ftr- 
pehf in my hand, with coxmacm^ wv^«oR«& ^ 
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their being genuine, (which we here suppose) I 
should on these principles assuredly argue, that 
not only the leading facts, but likewise the system 
of doctrines and discourses delivered in them, 
might entirdiy be depended upon : nor could I 
conceive the truth of such doctrines and dis- 
courses to be separable from the general truth of 
th^ leading facts referred to above ; having (as I 
here suppose) proper evidences to convince me, 
that the penmen of these books were the persons 
by whom the memory of these events was to be 
delivered down to posterity : which is a farther 
principle, that none of conmion sense and mo- 
desty can pretend to contest ; none appearing as 
their competitors, whose pretentions are worthy 
to be named. 

But my apprehension of the ^11 authenticity 
and credibility of these writers would, on the 
supposition I am here making, greatly increase, 
as I proceeded to that excellent and useful book, 
which the good providence of God has now given 
me an oppk>rtunity of illustrating-^the Acts of 
the Holy Apostles : since I learn from thence, 
that, in a very few days after the ascension of 
Jesus into heaven, the Spirit of God was, accord- 
ing to bis promise,, poured out u^^on his apostles 
^ an abundant maimer, a\;t/encid^eidL"w^d\^V\ssd(^« 
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appearance of a lambent celestial flame : and thajt, 
in consequence of this amazing unction, the poor 
fishermen of Galilee, and their OHnpanions, were 
in a moment enabled to speak, with the greatest 
readiness and propriety, Latin, Greek, Arabic, 
Coptic, Parsic, and a variety of other lataguages^ 
the first rudiments of which they had never 
learnt ; and also to perform all kinds of mirades^ 
equal to those of their Master, and in some cir- 
cumstances superior to them. My veneration £01 
the writings of these men, (and I here suppose I 
know those of the New Testament to be so) must 
be unparalleled, -when I think who and what 
they were : and I am so struck with this plain^ 
but divinely powerful argument, th^t I must &km 

* 

treat my readers to review with me, a little more 
particularly, some of the ^cticms and drcum^ 
ctances of these holy men, to whose writings J am 
labouring to conciliate his unreserved regard. 

Let them all be considered as preaching the 
gospel, in that extraordinary manner, on the day 
of Pentecost ; and a few days after, when some 
of their companions had been seized and-threaten- 
ed by the Sanhedrim, as anointed again with such 
an efiusion of the Spirit, as shook the very house 
in which they were, aqd inspired them all at once 
with the same/sublime bynm q( '\^ra«^» Yi^^QBv 
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be <k>n8idered^ as afterwards led out of prison by 
an angel^ and commanded by him to go and 
preach the Gospel in the tehiple, under the re- 
markable phraseology of the Words of this Life ; 
as if the whole life and happiness of the human 
race depended on their knowing and receiving it. 
Nor let us here forget that extraordinary power, 
common to all the apostles, of communicating 
the miraculous gifts of the Spirit by the imposi* 
tion of their hands. Had we nothing particularly 
to say of any one, more than these grand things 
which ^e hear of them all, it must surely com- 
. mand our reverence to their writings, and set 
them at a vast distance from any of merely hu- 
man original. 

But, through the singular providence of God, 
it hath so happened, that we have the most par- 
ticular history of the lives of those apostles, to 
whose writings we are generally most indebted*- 
I mean John, Peter, and Paul. 

With respect to John we know, that, besides 
the concern he had in the cure of the lame man, 
he was favoured with the visions o^ God in the 
Isle of Patmos ; where our Lord, after an abode 
of more than half a century on the throne of his 
glory at his Father's right hand, did him the un- 
equalled honour to use lum &a\ua Q3SkaiSi\v«\&\&» qt 
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secretany ; expressly dictating to him the letters 
he was pleased to send to the seven churches in 
Asia. How easily then may we suppose •him, so 
to have presided over his other writings, as to 
have secured him from mistakes in them ! 

Consider Peter 9s striking Ananias and Sap« 
phira dead with a word ; as curing, by the like 
powerful word,, one cripple at Jerusalem, and 
another at Lydda ; andicalling back Dorcas even 
from the dead. Let us view him in that grand 
circumstance, of being marked out so particularly 
by an angel to Cornelius, and sent to him as the 
oracle of God himself, from wholn that worthy 
and honourable person was to hear words, by 
which he and all his house should be saved : and, 
afler this, let us view him as once more delivered 
out of the hand of Herod, and from all the ex- 
pectation of the people of the Jews, by an angel, 
who struck off his chains, and opened the doors 
of his prison, the very night before he was to 
have been executed. And let any one, with 
these particulars in his eye,, added to the fore- 
going in which he ' shared with all his brethren, 
say, what more could be necessary to prove the 
divine inspiration of what he taught ; so far as 
inspiration was requisite to render it entirely au« 
thentic: or let any one {ax\]bec bk^, w^T^.^^^aa^- 
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imaginable pretence the authority of his writ- 
ings can be denied, if that of his preaching be 
granted. 

And to mention no more, let Paid, that great 
scribe, instructed in the kingdom of heaven, to 
whose pen we owe so many invaluable epistles, 
be considered in the same view : and let us en- 
deavour* to impress our minds with the various 
scenes through whTch we know he passed, and 
the distinguished favours with which his Master 
honoured him ; that we may judge, how we are 
to receive th^ instructions of his pen. ,Let m 
therefore think of him as so miraculously called, 
by the voice of Christ, to the profession of his 

' gospel, when he was persecuting it even to the 
death ; as receiving a full and distinct revelation 
of that glorious, but to him quite unknown, gos- 
pel, by the immediate insjuration of its divine 
Author ; which is a fact he expressly witnesses, 
and in which he could ndt possibly be mistaken. 
Think of the lustre of those astonishing works 
which shone round him wherever he went, and 
of those wrought in his favour, whidi showed 
him so eminently the care of Heaven : — dasmons 
ejected ; distempers cured, sometimes with a 
touch, and sometime^ without it, by a gaxment 

sent Bvm him to the palienl *,\v\^ moiCvftv* ^^t^ 
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from place to place by a divine oracle ; £l3nnus 
struck blind^ for opposing him ; his bands loosed 
by an earthquake ; his strength and vigour instan- 
taneously restored, -when the rage of the mutable 
and barbarous populace at Lystra had stoned him 
and left hiih for dead ; and, to add no m&re, his 
safety in a shipwreck, with that of near three 
hundred more, in the sa^ne vessel, for his sake, 
promised by an angel, and accomplished without 
the loss of a single person, when they had expect- 
ed nothing but an universal ruin. Let us, I say, 
think of Paul in these circumstances ; and, with 
diese facts full in our view, let us judge whether 
it is at all probable, yea, whether it be morally 
possible, that a man sent out and attended with 
such credentials as these, should be so left of God, 
amidst all these tokens of his constant care, as to 
mingle error with sound doctrine, and his own 
fkncies with the divine revelations, which we are 
sure he received : or whether, if he were not left 
to such effects of human frailty in his preaching, 
but might have been regarded by his hearers 
with entire credit, he would be left to them in 
those writings, by which he was (as it were) to 
preach to all future generations of men, from one 
end of the world to the other ;. axidb^ ^\as53Di^ V^- 

O 
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ing dead^ he yet speaketh^ iii all languages^ and 
to all Christian assemblies. # 

I cannot forbear thinking this plain argument^ 
so well adapted to popular use^ abundantly suf- 
ficient to carry conviction to every candid mind. 
In proportion to the degree of its attention and 
penetration. And I am almost a&aid, that some 
should think I have bestowed an mmecessary la- 
bour, thus particularly to state a matter, which 
hath such a flood of light poured in upon it from 
almost every page of the sacred story. But I 
have been obliged, in the course of this exposi- 
tion, to meditate much on these facts ; and, under 
the deep impression, I could not but speak as 
out of the fulness of my heart 

Yet after all I have already said, I should be 
very unjust to this argument, if I did not endea- 
your to represent to my reader, how much it is 
strengthened, on the one hand, by the express 
and comprehensive promise^ which our Redeemer 
mad^ to his apostles ; and, on the other, by the 
peculiar language in which the apostles' them-, 
selves speak of their preaching and writings, and 
the high regard, they challenge to each ; a regard, 
which nothing could justify them in demanding, 
but a consciousness that they were indeed undei; 
M full inspirAtion. 
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The promises of our Lord Jesus Christ must 
undoubtedly have a very great weight, with all 
that have reflected on that indisputable testimony 
which God hhnself bore to him in numberless 
instances. And therefore^ though they are so 
very well known^ I must beg leave^ not only to 
refer to them^ but to recite the chief of them at 
large : and I entreat the reader to consider^ how 
he can reconcile them with an apprehension^ that 
our Lord Jesus Christ did at the same time intend 
to leave the persons to whom he had made such 
promises^ liable to mistake both in facts and doc- 
trines : and^ being deceived themselves^ to mis- 
lead such as should depend upon their testimony, ^ 
where they professed themselves to be thoroughly 
informed. 

In that copious and excellent discourse^ which 
our Lord addressed to the apostles^ just before he 
quitted the guest chamber^ to go to the garden 
of Gethsemane, (that is, but a few hours before 
his death) the grand consolation he urges to his 
sorrowful disciples, is this ; that he would send 
his Spirit upon them. The donation of which 
Spirit is represented, as the first fruits of Christ's 
intercession ; when, after so long an absence, and 
such terrible sufferings, he should be restored to 
iie Father^s embraces. Tbia \% «^«a ^ ^^'^ 
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first petition preferred by him^ and the first fa- 
vour granted to his church for his sake : '^ I will 
pray the Father^ and he shall send you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever."* 
Yea» Christ declares^ (and he could not be mis^ 
taken in it) that the agency of this Spirit should 
ISO abundantly counterbalance all the. advantages 
they received from his bodily presence^ that^ 
strong as their affection to him was^ they would 
in that view have reason to rejcHce in his leaving 
them :t " I tell you the truth," that is^ I say 
what may be depended upon as a most important 
certainty, (and very important indeed such a re» 
preseptadon was ;) " it is expedient for you that 
I go away ; for if I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you." Now, froi^ these expres* % 
sions, were they alone, I think we might probably 
infer, that the apostles after having received the - 
Spirit, would be in no more danger of erring in 
their writings, than they would have been, if 
Jesus himself had always been i^ear them, to in- 
form them concerning any &ct or doctrine of 
which they might have occasion to speak. ^ 
This is farther confirmed by the title which is 



^■— »i»i f t 11 J 11 » I »— ^^^ 

* John xiv. 16. ^ io\»a. v<\*a- 
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given him no less than thirice in this discouAe^ 
the Spirit of Truth ; almost in a breath with these 
great and weighty circumstances^ that he diould 
abide with them for ever ;* that he should guide 
them into all truth ; that he should teach them 
all things^ yea, and show them things to come ;t 
which mtist surely secure them from any danger 
of erring in relating things that were past. But 
lest any should be perverse enough to dispute the 
consequence^ our Lord particularly mentions this 
effect of the Spirit's operation^ that they should 
thereby be fitted to bear a testimony to him^ as 
those who had long been conversant with him> 
and whose memories were miraculously assisted 
in recollecting thcAse discourses which they had 
heard from him :$ " When the Comforter is 
come^ whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me ; 
and ye also (being so assisted) shall bear witness, 
because ye have been with me from the begin- 
ning." And again, " The Holy Ghost shall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to 

* John xiv. 16, 17. t John xvi. 13. 

X John XV. 26, 2T» 

O 3 
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your remembrance^ whatsoever I have said unto 
you."* 

Sqpn after this^ our Lord^ on the very day in 
which he rose from the dead, in a dependence on 
the aids of this promised Spirit ^ves them a 
commission, which nothing but its plenary inspi- 
ration could have answered, or have qualified 
them to fulfil : For, combg to them, he declares, 
*^ As my Father hath sent me, even so I send 
you: and (upon this) he breathed upon thenx 
and said, receive ye the Holy Ghost : whose 
soever sins . ye remit, 'they are remitted ; and 
whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained :"t 
which, whether it signifies a power of inflicting 
and removing miraculous punishments, or of au- 
thoritatively declaring that sins were in particular . 
instances forgiven and'^retained, must either way 
suppose such a constant presence -of Christ with 
them, as it is hard, <ir rather impossible to recoq- 
cile with supposing them to err in what they 
wrote for the instruction of the church ii^ 8U€« 
feeding ages. 

These are the grand passages on which I rest 
this part of the argument : yet I think I ought 
not to omit those, in which Christ promises them 



- g"r - 
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such extraordinary assistance of the Spirit^ while 
defending his causey in the presence of magi^ 
trates ; and it is the more proper to menti(»tthem 
a3 the language in which they are made is so re- 
markable. On this occasion then l^ tells them^ 
" When they deliver you up^ take no thought 
how*or what ye shall speak^ for it shall be given 
you in that same hour what ye shall ' speak ; fior 
it is not you that sp^^ but the Spirit of your 
Father that sp^iketh in you."* May we not 
thereifore on the same principles ^nclude^ that 
when they were to write £[>r the use of all future 
generations of Christians^ it was not so much 
tbey who wrote^ as the Spirit of the Fatlier, who 
in effect wrote by them^ and as it were dictated^ 
to them ? For the occasion will surely appear as 
important, in one instance, as in the other ; or 
rather much more important in'Uie latter, than 
in the former ; as an error in thdr writings would 
have a much more extensive and lasting influence, 
than a slip of their tongues in a transient plead-^ 
ing before a magistrate. Nay, to give this argu* 
ment the greatest possible weight, we find that 
the same promise was made, almost in. the very 
same words,t to persons in the dignity of their 

* M»tt. X 19, 20. •VlA!ai«>a.VV.^'^- 
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office inferior to the apostles; I mean^ to the 
Seventy ; which might have entitled their writ- 
ings to such a regard^ as I sim now labouring to 
engage to those of their superiors. 

I shall only farther remind the reader^ that our 
Lord, when just ascending to heaven, refers to 
that efiusion of the Spirit which was quickly aft^ 
to happen, even before they departed from Jem* 
salem, as the eera from whence the grand accom- 
plishment of the promises relating to the aids of 
the Spirit Was to be date^.* And as all the apo- 
stolical writings which now remain, were written 
several years after that event, it plainly proves, 
they lie within the period in which they were to 
expect all the assistance which these promises im- 
port. 

The most plausible objection, which can be 
urged agmnst the application of these promises 
to the matter now before us, is this : " That 
these promises only refer to the Supernatural 
Assistance granted to the apostles on g!reat and 
pressing occasions : but that they might easily, 
without such assistance, have written a true ac- 
count of the life and preaching of Christ, and of 
such other facts as they record : and, consequent- 

* See Luke xxiv. 49. KcXftvAt, ^. 
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ly, that their historical writings at leasts haw 
credible soever we suppose them^ might be drawn 
up without any inspiration at all." 

To this 1 m^ht reply^ that if it be allowed^ 
that the apostles^ in the books which we have 
been endeavouring to explain^ wrote the exact 
truths and that in their epistles they have made 
a right; and unerring representation of the revela- 
tion with which thty were charged, so that we 
may safely make their writings a rule both of 
£uth and practice, the remaining question would 
Only be about the propriety of using the word 
inspiration when speaking of them ; and therefore - 
would, on the principles I have laid down above, 
be comparatively -^of small importance. Yet I 
think it easy, in that view of the question, to 
inrove, that these writings could not have been 
thus entirely credible^ if they had not been writ* 
ten under such a full inspiraticm of superinten- 
dency, as is stated in the first part <;^ this dis- 
course. 

I do indeed allow, and no candid man can dis« 
pute it, that the Penmen of the New Testament, 
supposing them able to write at all, might, merely 
by the natural exercise of their memory, under 
the direction of the common sense and reason of 
men, have given us a plsAXi, &ithi\iV» «s^ H^sri 
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useful account^ of many extraordinary scenes^ to 
which they had been witnesses during the time 
-they conversed with Jesus on earth, and in which 
they were active after his ascension. And I can- 
not forbear saying, that supposing the truth of 
the grand leading facts, (as that Jesus of Nazareth 
taught a doctrine confirmed by miracles, and was 
himself raised from the dead) I should have es- 
teemed such writings, supposing them merely an 
honest account of what such men must have 
known, to be beyond all comparison the most 
valuable records of antiquity. But when these 
writmgs came to be perused, it is evident to me 
from the particular contents of them, that honest 
and worthy men would never have pretended to 
have written in such a manner, if they had not 
been conscious of superior direction, and ejctra- 
-ordinary divine influence. 

For the historians of whom we speak, do not 

merely give us a very drcuipstantial account of 

actions ; as what journeys Christ made, what 

miracles he performed, in what manner he was 

received, where, and how he died, and rose, 

' again, and ascended into heaven : but they do 

also, as we may reasonably expect they should, 

give ns an account of the doctrine he taught ; 

iuid, indeed^ if they hadnotdoTie\!bi^5^^\j«ssR- 
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ledge of his story^ amazing as it is^ would have 
been but un unprofitable amusement to us. Nor 
do they content themselves with giving us a 
short summary of his doctrine, or a view of the 
religion he intended to introduce, as the general 
result of their having attended so long on his 
instructions, but they presutne to tell us his very 
words. And here, they do not merely relate 
some short sayings, the remarkable poignancy c^ 
which, or their propriety to the circumstances in 
which they were spoken, might have struck the 
, memory with a peculiar force ; but they insert 
long discourses, which he made on public occa- 
sions ; though they do not pretend, that he left 
any copies of them, or that they themselves took 
them from^ any written memoirs whatsoever : and 
it is worth our notice, that (besides the many 
shorter sayings and replies with which the history 
is interspersed) near one half of the four gospels 
is taken up with the insertion of these dis- 



courses.* 



* If my computation does not deceive me, gs 
of pur 203 sections are taken up thus ; and some 
of them are long sections too : and the number of 
verses contained in these discourses, to that of the 
whole, is as about 17OO to 3779^ which is the 
Dumber o£ verses in the four gos^\a* 
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Now it was highly necessary, that if these 
speeches of our Lord were recorded at all, they 
should be recorded with great exactness : for 
many of them relate to the system of doctrines 
which he came to teach; and others ot them are 
predictions of future Events, referring to a great 
variety of curious circumstances, where a small 
mistake might greatly have affected the credit of 
the prediction, and with it the cause of Christ 
tianity in general: so that common prudence 
would have taught the apostles to wave them, 
rather than pretend to deliver them to posterity, 
if they had not been sure they could have done 
it exactly. 

But how could they have expected to hare 
done this, merely by the natural strength of their 
ofwn memories ; unless we imagine each of them 
to be a prodigy in that respect, to which no one 
of them makes the least shadow of a pvetehce ? 
It is well known, that several of those speeches of 
Christ which Matthew and John give us, (not 
now to mention the other Evangelists) contain 
several pages ; and some of them cannot be deli- 
berately and decently read over in less than a 
quarter of an hour. Now I believe, if my reader 
would make the experiment, on any thing of that 
Jengtb which he r^ or lieaxd -jesX^toj > ^ «^^s8i 
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on one of those discourses of Christ, though per* 
haps he has read or heard it an hundred times ; 
he i((rould find^ on a careful examination^ many 
things would probably be omitted ; many trans- 
posed; many expressed in a different manner: 
and were he to write a copy of such a discourse 
from his memory^ and then critically to compare 
it with the original^ he would find the sense in 
many particulars where there was some general 
resemblance^ more diffeirent than he coul4 per« 
haps have imagined ; and variations, which at 
first seemed but inconsiderable, would appear 
greatly to affect the sense, when they came to be 
more nicely reviewed. If this would so probably 
be the case with ninety-nine out of a hundred of 
mankind, (and I certainly speak within compass) 
when a discourse to be repeated, had been deli- 
vered but a day or an hour before ; what could 
be expected from the apostles, with an interval 
of so many years? And especially from John, 
who has, in proportion to the length of his gos« 
pel, recorded more speeches than any of the rest^. 
and wrote them (if we may credit the most au- 
thentic tradition) more than half & century ^er 
our Lord's ascension ? 

This argument would have great weight with 
relation to a man whose \\te N?ua «\« vi \«»Kfe* 



A 
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iuly and his aflTairs contracted in the narrowest 
sphere : but it will be greatly strengthened, 
when we come to Consider the multitude and 
Tariet|r of scenes^ and those too the most inte- 
Testing th^t can be imagined, through which the 
apostles passed. Wlien we consider all their 
labours, and' their cares ; the journeys they were 
ecmtinually taking; the novelty of objects per- 
petually surrounding them ; and, above all, the 
persecutions and dangers to whicli they were 
daily exposed ; and the strong manner in which 
the inind is struck, and the memory of past cir- 
cumstsmces erased, by «tich occurrences ; I can- 
not conceive, •that any reader will be so^unrea- 
donable, as to imagine, these things could have 
been written with any exactness by the apostles, 
if they had not been miraculously assisted in re- 
corditig them. And' what is particularly men- 
tioned by the last of these writers, of the pro- 
inised agency of the Spirit to bring to their re- 
membrance all things they had heard from Christ 
liimself,* must I think *incontestibly prove, that 
this .was one purpose for which the Spirit vfas 
given ; and, therefore, we may be sure, that it 
was a purpose for which it wais needed. 

* \ 

- 

»Johnxiv-a6* 
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I hqpe I have by this tii|iie convinced my rea^ 
der« that it is agreeable to the other drcumstancetf 
of the apostles' story^ and to the fn^mises which 
our Lord so largely and so firequently made to 
them, (and the frequent repetition of the promise 
strongly intimates the importance of it) to sup- * 
pose, that they were indeed fiivoured with a full 
inspiration in their writings. ; 

But to comfdete the argument, it must be 
observedi that these holy men (for snph ti)e his- 
toid plainly shows them to have been) assume 
to themselvejs such an authority, and speak of 
their own discourses and writings in sudi peci»« 
liar language, as nothing but a. oonsciousuMS of 
such inspiration could warrant, or even excuse. 

To make us duly sensible of the force of this 
argument, let us hear Paul, Peter, and Jolui, 
and we shall find the remark applicable to them 
all ; though as St. Paul wrote much more than 
either of the latter, we may naturally expect to 
find the most frequent instances of it in his writ* " 
ings. ' 

When the Apostle Paul had taketi notice to the 
Corinthians, that the subject of his preaching 
was the wisdom of God in a mystery, and related 
to things which transcended the sense and im&- 
gination cf men, be adds, ^* "Rx& C3Q^\va!Sa.^t«:- 

p a 
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vealdd them to us by his Spirit ; for the Spirit 
isearcheth all things^ even the deep things of 
<jrod :" and again, " We have received, not the 
q>irit of the "world/' so as to act in that art^ 
way which a regard to secular advantages die* 
tates ; " but the Spirit which, is of God, that we 
may know the things that are freely given us of 
God."* Now, it is natural to conclude from 
lience, that this knowledge being given them, 
not merely or chiefly for themselves, but for the 
Church, (in which view they speak of them- 
selves and their office, as the gift of God to the 
Churdit) they should be assisted to' communicate 
it in a proper manner ; since, otherwise, the end 
of God in giving it to them would be frustrated. 
But the apostle does not content himself with 
barely suggesting this ; but he asserts it in the 
most express terms: (1 Cor. ii. 13.) ^^ Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which 
.man's wisdom t^acheth, (that is, not with a vain 
ostentation of human eloquence ;) but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth ; comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual :" or, as some would render, and 



ii. t 



♦ 1 Cor. ii. 10, 12. 

f Ccmpaie £ph. iv. 11, 12, and 1 Cot. iii. 
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paraphrase it^ adaptiiig ^iritual expressions to 
spiritual thi.^» And in the dose of the duip. 
ter^ when with a noble freedom^ in a consaoua- 
ness of the distinguished character he bore^ he 
puts the question to the whole world besides ; 
«' Who hath known the mind of the Lord ?" hd 
adds^ '^ But we have the mind of Christ." W];^idi 
l^st clause plainly d^ermines the sense in which 
we are to take those words at the dose of chap* 
vii. *' And I thinks also^ that I have the Spirit of 
Ciod ;'-t that is^ * I certainly appear to have it;' 
or^ ' it is evident and apparent, that my pre- 
tences to it ore not a vain boast/ For, after hav- 
ing so expressly asserted it just above, none can 
imagine, he meant here to insinuate, that he was 
uncertain whether he had it, or not. He i^ipeals 
therefore to those whose gifts were most eminent, 
to dispute it if they could : ''If: any man thii^ 
himself to be a prophet, or spiritual;" that is, if 
he have ever so good evidence that he really is 
so, (for it cannot be thought he meant to appeal 
only to those wbb fsdsely pretended to these en- 
dowments) *^ let him acknowledge, that the 
things which I write unto you are the command- 

» I — — i^— I.I , , » 

* YinviJuoCliWHi tunviMcCltKot aWK^ifovln^^ 

PS 
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ments of the Lord."*-^In his Second Epistle to 
the Corinthians^t he speaks of forgiving offenders 
in the person of Christ ; and, amidst the hum- 
Uest acknowledgments of his own insufficiency, 
^boasts a sufficiency of God, who had made him 
an able minister of the New Testament.^: Of 
inrhidi he was so thoroughly sensible, that in the 
-iirst >epist1e which he ever wrote (so far as scrip- 
ture informs us) to any of the churches,. I mean 
jbiis First Epistle to tiie Thessalonians, he ven- 
tures to say, ** He that despiseth," that is, (at 
the context plainly implies) he that despiseth or 
rejecteth ^* what I now write, despiseth not 
man," only or chiefly, ''but God, who hath 
given us his Holy Spirit :"\\ which manifestly in- 
timates, that what he wrote was under .super- 
inatural divine guidance and influence, as in the 
jiecond verse of that chapter he had spoken of 
commandments which he had given them by the 
Lord Jesiiis Christ: just as he a^erwards declared 
to the Corinthians, how well he was able to give 
jnroofs of Christ speaking in him«§— In his Epistle 
to the Galatians, the apostle solemnly assures 



* 1 Cor. xiv. 37. + Chap. ii. 10. 

gf S Cot. m. 5^ 6. H I Thess. iv. S. 
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them, that " the gospel which he had preached 
among them, was not after man ;"* that is, not 
of any human original : and he gives this sub- 
stantial proof of it/ that he was himself taught it, 
no otherwise than by the immediate revelation of 
Jesus Christ. Agreeably to which assertion, 
when he gives the Corinthians an account of the 
institution and design of the Lord's Supper, he 
says, in so many words, " that "he had received 
<)£ the Lord what he delivered unto them ;"t that 
is, that he had his notion of that Sacrament, and 
of the actions and words of Christ on which it was 
founded, by an immediate inspiration from him ; 
or, in the language we have used above, by sug- 
gestion. And he speaks of his brethren, as well 
as of himself, in these terms, ** that the mystery 
of Christ which was before unknown," that is, 
the jright of the Gentiles on believing the gospel 
to full communion with the Christian Church, 
** was made known to the holy apostles and pro- 
phets by the Spirit," J and not merely by the na- 
tural recollection of what they had heard Christ 
say, or by their own reasonings upon it. 
. Most agreeable to this is the strain of Peter, 

« 

* GaL i. 11, 12. + 1 Cox.^d.^^. 

i Eph. ui, S> 5. 
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who in one epistle joins the commandment of the 
. apostles with the words of the holy prophets ;* 
and mentions the epistles of Paul with other 
scriptores^t no doubt in allusion to the sacred 
oracles of the Old Testament, which so generally 
went by that name. And in his other epistle he 
insists strenuously upon it, that the gospel was 
preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven, in exact conformity to the prophetic 
oracles of former ages, not understood by those 
who uttered them ; a circumstance, in this con- 
nexion, highly worthy of our remark: and he 
seems strongly to intimate, that the angels them- 
selves did by these apostolic preachings learn 
some things, whidi with all their superior fasid- 
ties, they did not before so fully know : " Which 
things," says he, *^ the angels desire to look 
into :" j: As Paul had also said, that '^ to the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places was 
made known by the Church the manifold wisdom 
ofGod.^'ll 

To conclude this argument, St John, renuurk- 
able as he was for his singulftr modesty and inge^ 
nuity of temper, does not only tell us, that Jesus 



* jg Pet. iii. 2. -VVer. 15, 16. 

1 1 Pet. i. 12. . \\^^\i.m.\^. 
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Qirist showed him the Eevelation^* but speaks 
in his epistle of an unction poured out firom the 
Holy One^ by which they knew all things.t 
And in another passage he in effect asserts^ that 
he had^ in concurrence with his brethren^ given 
such abundant proof of his being under a divine 
influence and direction in his teachings whether 
by word or letter^ that an agreement or disagree- 
ment with his doctrine was to be made the stand- 
ard by which they might judge of truth or error^ 
and ob^enoe or disol^edience to his injunctions 
the test of a good or a bad man ; which is consi- 
derably more than merely asserting the f uUest in- 
spiration. " We are of God : he that knoweth 
God, hearetfa us ; he that is not of God, heareth 
not us: hereby know we the Spirit of truth, and 
tlie spirit of error.":]: 

I might here add, if it were necessary, the 
several passages of the New Testament, in which 
the gospel preached by the apostles is called the 
gospel of God^ (such as 2 Cor. xi. 7 ; 1 Tim. i. 
11 ; and the Ukeb) But I omit them, as the 
stress of the controversy does undoubtedly rest 
on these I have m^itioned ; and the importance 

» Rev. LI. 1 1 John ii. 20. 

j: 1 John iv. 6u 
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of the questicHi must be my. defaice, for so large 
an enumeration of texts which are so well known. 
I shall only remind my reader m a few words, 
of those many passages^ in which the gospel, as 
preached by the apostles, is so evidently equalled 
with, yea and preferred to, the law given by 
Moses, and the messages brought to the Jews by 
the succeeding pn^hats. These afibrd a further 
illu^traticm c^ this argum^it, whidb will appear 
with very oonsideiable we%ht, when we reflect • 
on the high opinion they had. of the Old Testa- 
ment, and the bcmourable terms in which diey 
ispeak of it, as the word and oradea of God,* as 
given by his iniq9iration,f fnd as that which 
hdLy men spake, as they were moved, Cft borne 
en C[^fi^ftcM)i]3 by the Holy Ghost j: None can 
fiiil of observing, that they quote its authority on 
all oocanons as decisive ; yea, our Lord himself 
strongly intimates, not only the strict truth of 
the whole, but, (which is much xnore) that it 
were intolerable to suppose it diargeable with 
any impropriety of expression ^ lor this must be 
the sense of those remarkable words,|( that '^ the 
Scripture cannot be brok^i;" and the whole 



''Rim.m.2. . 1 2 Tim. iii. 16. 

't 2 Pet i. 21. \\ Jo\ak^ ^^^ 
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force of our Lord'9 argument depends upon inter- 
preting them thus. I might argue at large the 
improbability, and indeed the great absurdity of 
M^(^K>6ing, that sudi assistances were given to 
M6ses and the prophets^ as to make their writ- 
ings an infallible rule of faith and practice, and 
that the subjects of God's only begotten Som^ 
and the grand minister in his kingdom, should 
be left destitute of equal assistance in thehr work 
and writings. I think the argument Vould be 
unanswerable^ if considered apart : but I now 
menti<m it in another view^ as illustrating the 
. persuasion the apostles had of their own inspira- , 
tioti, when they speak of their teachings and 
decisions, as equally authentic with those of the 
Illustrious prophets, for whom they had so great 
and so just a regard. 

I am fully satisfied, that this last argument^ 
from the manner in which the apostles speak of 
themselves in .their writings, will strike the rea- 
der, in proportion to the d^ee in which he re» 
fleets upon the true character of these excellent 
men, and especially upon that modesty and hu- 
mility, in which they bore so bright and so lovely 
a resemblance of their divine Master. Let him 
ask himself, what he would think c^any minister 
of Christ now, supposing luxa e^«t tio ^^afisusc^ 
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'for learning, wisdom, and piety, that should 
assume to himself such an authority? Suppose 
such a man, under the influence of no miraculous 
guidance, to say, not with reference to what he 
might quote from others, but with regard to his 
own dictates, "The things which I write unto 
you, are the commandments of the JLrord : He 
that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God : We 
have the mind of Christ; and he that heareth not 
us," (that receiveth not our dictates in religion) 
" is not of God :" Suppose, I say, such language 
as this to be used publicly by any Christian 
minister now on earth, and you must necessarily 
suppose his character from that very hour over^ 
thrown. The whole world would immediately 
join in loudly demanding miraculous proofs to 
verify such assertions ; or in condemning^ with 
just indignation, such a claim unsupported by 
them, as an unpardonable lording it over men's 
faith and conscience, and thrjusting themselves 
into their Itnaster's throne. Let us not then 
charge the holy apostles with a conduct, of which 
we should not suspect any wise and good man 
now /Upon the face of the earth ; and which if we 
saw in any of our friends, our charity and respect 
, for them would incline us to inquire aftet some 
marks of lunacy in them, as\\&\ies.teiiLcuse. 
2 
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1 have now given on easy and popular view of 
the principal arguments for the inspiration of tlk 
New Testament/ on which my own £ul& in that ' 
important doctrine rests ; and , such an one, as 
I hope by the divine blessing may be use^ to 
othersT I shall not enter into a particular consi- 
deration of the several objections against it, whidi 
chiefly arise frcxn texts of Scripture, in which 
some pretend to find that the apostles were ac- 
tually mistaken. I have considered most of these 
objectioais already, in my notes on the texts from 
whence they are taken : for almost all of them 
relate to passages in the historical books, and I 
don't know that 1 have omitted any one c^ them ; 
but have every where given (though as briefly as 
I could) such solutions as appeared to me in con^. 
science satisfactory, though I have not stood for* 
mallyto discuss Idiem as objections against tha 
inspiratiGn of those books. 

The reader will observe, that very £ew ia* 



♦ I was desired by a friend, for whose piety 
and good sense I have a very ^eat r^^ard, to 
add a note here, on the Inspiration of the Old 
Testament : but as it wQuld require a laige one, 
and might perhaps interrupt the reader, I choose 
to throw it into a postscript at the end of this 
DissertalioD. 
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Stances have occurred, in which I have judged 
It necessary to allow an error in our present 
copies : but as in those few instances the sup- 
posed change of a word or two makes the mat- 
ter perfectly easy, I think it most respectful to 
the sacred writings, to account for the seeming 
difficulty thus, and to impute it to the transcri- 
bers; (though it is certain, scmie of these mis- 
takes,, supposing them such, did happen very 
early ;) because, as Mr. Seed very properly ex- 
presses it in his excellent sermon on this sub- 
ject,* (which, since I wrote the former part of 
this Dissertation, fell into my hands) " a partial 
inspiration is to all intents and purposes no in- 
spiration at all : for," as he justly argues against 
the supposition of any mixture of error in these 
sacred writings, '^ mankind would be as much 
embarrassed, to know what was inspired, and 
what was not, as they could be to collect a reli- 
gion for themselves ; the consequence of which 
would be, that we are left just where we were, 
and that God put himself to a great expense of 
miracles to effect nothing at all : a consequence 
highly derogatory and injurious to his honoiur.* 
The arguments brought from a few passages 



^ See Mr. Seed's Seraioiv*, NoVu-^e^i|^ 8««* 
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in the epistles^ to prove that the apostles did not 
think themselves inspired^ weak as they are^ will 
be considered, if God permit, in their proper 
places. At present I shall content myself with 
referring the reader to Dr. Whitby, who, I 
think, has given a eatis&ctory solution to them 
alL 

There are other objections of a quite different 
dasS, with vfhicb. I have no concern; because 
they affect only such a degree of inspiration, as 
I think it not prudent, and am sure it is not 
necessary, to assert I leave them therefore, to 
be answered by those, if any such there be, who 
imagine that Paul would need an immediate 
revelation from heaven, and a miraculous dictate 
of the Holy Ghost, to remind Timothy of the 
doak and writings which he left at Troas,' or 
to advise him to mingle a little wine with his 
water. 

Waving therefore the farther discussion of 
these topics, on which it would be more easy 
than profitable to enlarge, I shall conclude this 
Dissertation with a reflection or two of a prac« 
tical nature, into whidi I earnestly entr^t the 
reader to enter with a becoming attention. 

Let me engage him seriously to pause, and 
connder, what sort of an faapieB!»oii\X cso^^pX'V^ 
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v^isifee upon u^, to tixii^ tl^t we l^ve such a 
book ; a hqok, .written by a full divine inspiia- 
]Lion : that amidst all the uncertain variety of 
hum^a^ reasonings ^and coi^jectures^ we have a 
^elc^tia} guide through the labyrinth : that God 
hfith cpnde^wiended to tak^ care> that we. shouk) 
have a most authentic and unerring account of 
certftin important, though very distant facts^ 
many jof wljiic^.were wrought with h^ ow^^ 
hand ; ^iS^ with tjbese facts, should have a 8ys« 
t^tp. of most weighty and interesting doctrii^es, 
i;^ the tnilA^ of whic^ir h^ ^lakes himself a witness. 
$uch arboaj^ipw^t tojevery considerate person 
appie^r an ioie^tifmble treasure ; and it certainly 
jcalls^r oiir inps^ j^ectionate acknowledgment, 
th^t Cod sbpi]tld; ponfer such a ^vour on any of 
)us creaiuEes^ and mt|ch raor^ on those, who by 
xil^using.in toc;^ ^^X distances their natural light, 
had made tliemselves so utterly imworthy of 

s|ipei:natiu*al, 

. i^rpm this view of the Inspiration of Scripture 
we may al^o infer oi^r obligatip^ to study it with 
the^^a^s^ attention and care ; to read it ib our 
i6)9seta and our fim^ilies; and to search in the 
most dili^en(^and .impartial manner i^to its ge- 
mine aex\se^ de^ifpi and! tendency ;, which is in 
Jhe mt^ 8Q evid^ty that no >)$^^% ^^^eut c^ 
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fail of understanding it, and every truly good 
heart must delight to comply with it. This is 
mdeed a most important inference, and t^at 
without which all our convictions of its divine 
Aithority will only condeimn us before - God and 
oar own consciences. Let us^ therefore, always 
remeihber, that in conseqtiehc^ of all these im- 
portant premises; we are ihdispensibly obliged, 
to receive with dalm and reverent submission all 
the ^ctates of scripture ; to make it our oracle ; 
and, in this respect, to set it at a due distant^ 
from all other writings whatsoever ; as it is ceri- 
tain there is no other book in the world, that can 
pretend to equal authority, and produce equal or 
comparable proofs to support such a pretension* 
Let us measure the truth of oUr own sentiments, 
or those of otliers, in the great things which scrip- 
ture teaches, by their conformity to it And oh 
that the powerful charm of this blessed book 
might prevail to draw all that do sincerely regard 
it, into tiiijB centre of unity ! That dropping those 
unscriptural fbrms, which have so lamentably 
divided the Church, we might more generally 
content ourselves with the simplicity of divine 
truths as they are here tatight„ and agree to put 
ihe ndldest and kindest int«rpM^>aaix -w^ ^assw 
opon the hmguage and sentixaeaX;^ o*^ «»^ d^a&x, 
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This is what I cannot forbear inculcating a^ain 
and again, from a firm persuasion, that it is 
agreeable to the spirit of the Gospel, and pleasing 
to its great Author : and I inculcate it in this 
place, and at this time, with peculiar affection, 
as the providence of God around us calls uq loudly 
to do all we can with a safe conscience, to pro- 
mote a union among protestants. And I heartily 
pray, that our mutual jealousies and prejudices, 
which some are so unseasonably labouring to ex- 
asperate, may not provoke God to drive us to- 
gether by a storm of persecution ; if peradventure 
the bond of suffering together may be strong 
enough to bind those, whom the endearments of 
the same Christian profession, the same rule of 
faith, of manners, and of hope, have not yet 
been able to unite. 

On the whole, let me most aiSectionately invite 
and entreat every reader, whatsoever his rank in 
life, or his proficiency in learning may be, seri- 
ously to consider the practical design of these sa^ 
cred oracles, the ^ense and authorit^ii of which I 
have been endeavouring to explain and assert. It 
is indeed a mystery in divine Providence, that 
there should still remain so much difficulty in 
them, as that in xnany^T^mXa ia>^ doctrine, 
tbougbtM, serious, and, 1 tnwX, u^Tv^^. ^«a. 
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should form such different opinions concerning 
the interpretation of so many passages, and die 
justice of consequences drawn fi*om them, on the 
one side, and on the other. But of this there 
can be no ooatrov^rsy, '^ That the great design 
of the New Testament, (in delightful harmony 
with the Old) is to call off our minds from the 
present world, to establish us in the belief of a 
future state, and to form us to a serious prepara-* 
tion for it, by bringing us to a lively faith in 
Christ, and, as the genuine effect of that, to a 
filial love to God, and a fraternal affection for 
each other :" Or, in one word, (and a weightier 
and more comprehensive sentence was never, 
written) '' to teach us, that denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly, in this present world ; looking 
for that blessed hope, even the glorious appear* 
ance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ."* To his almighty hand may our souls 
be committed, by a &ith productive of these glo- 
rious fruits ; and, under the sanctifying, quicken* 
ing, and supporting influences of his Spirit, may 
we wait for his mercy unto eternal life ! Then 
shall no terror of suffering, no allurement of plea* 

' ... . ■ > ,1 

• Tit. ii. 12, \3. 

Q4. 
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sure^ no sophistry of error^ be able to seduce us ; 
bttt^ guided by that light and truth which shines 
forth in the saered pages^ we shall march on to 
that hoLj hill ; where> having happily ^escaped all 
the dangers of that dark path which we now 
tiead^ we shall greet the dawning of an everlast* 
ing day^ the arising of a day-star which shall go 
down no more. Amen ! 



iP(0)S^S(omiip^, 



▲ SKETCH OF THE ARGUMENTS/ BT WHICH THE 
INSPIRATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT MAY 
BE PROVED IN THE EASIEST METHOD^ AND BY 
THE MOST SOLID AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE. 



« 



TF the yrooi of the Inspiration of the Old 
Testament be deduced in its full compass from 
its first principles^ we must have recourse to a 
method^ very nearly resembling that which is 
taken in the three sermons referred to above^ for 
proving the authority of the New ; that is, we 
must fitst prove, that the books are genuine ; and 
thten, that the history which they contain is credi- 
ble : from whidi premises the Inspiration of the 
Old Testament may easily be inferred, by a train 
of arguments similar to that which we have pur« 
sued in the Dissertation above. 

For proving the genuineness of tile books, I 
should think it proper briefly to show, (what I 
think hardly any will be so ignorant and confi- 
dent as to deny) thai; the Jewish religion is of 
considerable antiquity, and was founded by 
Moses about fifteen htmdBBd'5t«t%\i«S^stfe^2K5>s&% 
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the time of Christy had books among them bear- 
ing the titles of those^ which make up what we 
protestants call the Canonical books of the Old 
Testament:— -and that these books, then received 
in the Jewish churchy were the genuine works of 
the persons to whom they were respectfully as- 
cribed : — fi-om hence it is easy farther to show, 
that they have ^ot suffered^ and (considering 
what a guard the Jews and Christians were upon 
each other) could not suffer, any material altera- 
tion since ; and consequently^ that the Old Testa- 
ment^ as now extant in the Hebrew and Chaldee 
languages, is genuine, and in the main such as it 
originally was. 

In order to prove its credibility firom this esta- 
blished medium, we may prepare the way, by 
showing, that many material facts which are there 
recorded, are also mentioned by very ancient 
heathen writers.— *And it is yet more important to 
show, as we very easily may, that there is room 
to go over the same leading thoughts, with those 
insisted upon in the second of the' three sermons 
mentioned above, and to argue the credibility of 
the story, from the certain opportunities which 
the writers had of informing themselves, as to the 
certain truth of the grand fe-Cta -which they assert, 
iaviag themselves beea pet^T^"^ t^^^ckK^ar&K^ 
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in them ; and from those many marks of integrit}'^ 
and piety to be found in their writings^ which 
may do as much as any thing of that kind can do, 
to obviate any suspicion of an intention to d&« 
ceive. — ^We may here also advance fartlier, and 
demonstrate beyond all contradiction, that the 
&cts asserted were of such a nature, as could not 
possibly have gained credit, had they been false : 
yet that they did gain most assured credit, of 
which the persons receiving these books gave the 
most substantial evidence that can be imagined, 
by receiving, on the authority of these facts, a 
system of laws, which though considered as to be 
divinely supported they were admirably wise, yet 
were of sudi a nature, that without such an ex- 
traordinary providence as nothing but an assur- 
ance of such an original could have warranted 
them to expect, they must necessarily have proved 
ruinous to the state they were intended to r^ulate 
and establish.* 



* The Reader will easily imagine, I here refer 
especially -to the laws relating to letting all the 
land lie fallow together once in seven years, and 
two years together at every Jubilee ; the desertion 
of their borders at the three great feasts when all 
the people went up to the TabetnaR^a at'^«assj»> 
and tiw disuse o£ CAVi^ I to oocat ^^om^ ^^i^'^^^^^" 
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A farther and very noble evidence of the truth 
1^ the' grand facts attested m the Old Testament, 
and g£ the inspiration of a considerable part of it, 
may be drawn from the consideration of those 
nmnerous and various predictions to be found in 
it ; which refer to a multitude of events, several 
of them before unexampled, which no l^uman 
sagacity could possibly have foreseen, and which 
nevertheless happened exactly according to those 
predictions.* 

Having advanced thus far, we may take up a 
set oi arguments correspondent to ^bose insisted 
on above, to prove from its genuineness and cre- 
dibility, now supposed to be evinced, that the 
Old Testament Was written by a superintendant 
inspiration ; and this we may argue, not merely 
or chiefly from tlie tradition to this purpose, so 
generally and sio early prevailing in the Jewish 
church, though &at is considerable; nor even 
from those very signal and glorious internal evi« 
dences of various kinds, n^hich every competent 
judge may easily see and feel ; but fhxn surveying 
tiie characters and circumstances of the persons 
by whom the seveml books were written, in pom- 
parison with the genius of that dispensation under 



♦ See Dr. Sykes^E C«iffi«»s>Ti- 
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which they lived and wrote. This, may^ in all 
the branches of the argument^ be proved in this 
way^ with the greatest ease and4gtrengthj concern- 
ing Moses and his writings ; and when the autho- 
rity of the Pentateuch is established^ that of the 
most material succeeding books stands in so easy 
and natural a connexion with it^ that I think few 
l^ve been founds at least since the controversy 
between the Jews and the Samaritans, who have 
in good earnest allowed Moses to have been a 
messjQnger from heaven, and -denied the inspira- 
tion of the prophets, and <tf the books which we 
receive as written by them. 

But it is obvious, that the illustration of all 
these propositions would be the work of a lapge 
volume, rather than of such a postscript. to a dis- 
sertation itself of so moderate a length. I have 
discussed them all, with the most material objec- 
tions which have been advanced against them, in 
that course of theological lectures, which I men- 
tioned in the preface to the first ^dume; and 
which it is my continual care to render wcniiiy the 
Acceptance of the public in due time, by 8a€^ 
alterations and additions as frequent reviews, ia 
conjunction with what occurs to ma;in readings 
canversation, or meditation, may suggest 

I ahajl conchide these bints with tlvercL^QJicaaL 
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of one argument for the Inspiration of the Old 
Testament, entirely independent on all the for- 
mer ; which a few words may set in a. convincing 
light, and which must be satisfactory to all who 
see the reasonableness of acquiescing in what I 
have urged above. I mean — ^that the Inspiration, 

I 

and consequently the genuineness and credibility, 
of the Old Testament, may be certainly inferred 
from that of the New :* because our Lord and lu3 

* It may be objected to this, that the authority 
of the New Testament, as stated in the sermons 
referred to, and in most other Defences of Chris- 
tianity, is in part proved from the prophecies of 
the Old ; so that the argument here urged would 
be circular. To which I would answer, (1.) That 
if we were to take this medium alone, we must 
indeed subtract from the proof of Christianity all 
that branch of its evidence which grows from pro- 
phecies in the Old Testament ; and then, all that 
arises from miracles, internal arguments, and jthe 
wonderful events which have followed its first pro- 
mulgation, would stand in their full force, first to 
demonstrate, (I think, to high satisfaction) the 
divine original of the New Testament, and then 
to prove the autliority of the Old. (2. J That most 
of the enemies of the Mosaic and Christian Reve- 
lations, do nevertheless own those which we call 
the Prophetical Books of the Old Testament to be 
more ancient than the New : and on this founda- 
tion alone, without first taken for granted, that 
tbey are either inspired or gcuxusv^) N^^^^txv:^^ «]Qk 
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apostles were so far from charging the Scribes and 
Pharisees^ (who on all proper occasions are cen- 
sured so freely) with having introduced into the 
sacred volume any merely human compositions ; 
that, on the contrary, they not only recommend a 
diligent and constant perusal of these scriptures, 
as of the greatest importance to men's eternal hap- 
piness ; but speak of them as divine oracles, and 
as written by the extraordinary influence of the 
Holy Spirit upon the minds of the authors. 

I desire that the following list of scriptures be 
attentively consulted, and reflected on in this view. 
I might have added a great many more, indeed 
several hundreds, in which the sacred writers of 
the New Testament argue from those of the Old, 
in such a manner as nothing could have justified 
but a firm persuasion that they were divinely in- 
spired. Now as the Jews always allowed, " that 
the testimony of an approved prophet was suf- 

argument for Christianity for their mere existence; 
and then may argue backward that they were di- 
vinely inspired, and therefore genuine ; and so, by 
a farther consequent, may infer from thjem the 
divine authority of the Mosaic religion, which 
they so evidently attest Which i& an argument 
'something distinct from the testimony of thq 
authors of the New jTestament, but important 
enough to deserve a mentioTi. 
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ficient to cohfirni the mission of one who was sup- 
ported by it ; so I think every reasonable man will 
readily conclude^ that no inspired pcfrscoi can 
erroneously attest another to be inspired ; indeed 
the very definition of plenary inspiration^ as stated 
above^ absolutely excludes any room for cavilling 
on so plain a head. I throw the particular pas- 
sages^ which I choose to mention^ into the mar« 
gin below ;* and he must be a very indolent in- 
quirer into a question of so much importance, 
who does not think it wortli his while to turn 
carefully to them^ unless he has already such a 
conviction of the argument, that it should need 
no farther to be Ulustrated or confirmed. 



* John V. Sg. Mat iv. 4, 7, 10. Mark xii. 24. 
Luke X. 26, 27. Mat. y. 17, 18. xxi. 42. xxii. Sip, 
31, 48. xxiv. 15. xxvi. 54, 56, Luke i. 67, 6p, 
70. xvi. 31. xxiv. 25, 27. John x. 35. Acts ii. 
16, 25. iiL 22, 24. iv. 25. xviL 11. xviii. 24, 28. 
xxviii. 25. Rom. iiL 2, 10. ix. 25, 27, 29. x. 5, 
11, 16. XV. 4. xvi. 26. 1 Cor. x. 11. 2 Cor. iv, 
18. vi. 16, 17. GaJL iii. 8. 1 Tim. v. 18. 2 Tim, 
iii. 15, 16. Heb. i. 1, 5-.-1S. iii. 7* James iL 8. 
iv. 5,6. 1 Pet L 9—12. « Pet L 1&-S1. 
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